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"A  Memorial  to  Alexander  Nisbet,  the  Herald,  was  unveiled 
in  Old  Greyfriars  Church,  Edinburgh,  yesterday,  by  his  Grace 
the  Lord  High  Commissioner,  Mr.  John  Buchan.  His  Grace  v>^s 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Buchan  and  members  of  their  suite,  and  the 
ceremony  was  attended  by  Dr.  Francis  J.  Grant,  C.V.O.,  w.b., 

Lord  Lyon  King  of  Arms;  Mr.  J.  Horne  Stevenson,  K.u., 

Marchmont  Herald;  Mr.  Thomas  Innes  of  Le&rney,  advocate, 

Carrick  Pursuivant;  Lieut. -Colonel  J.  V7.  Balfour  Paul, 

D.S.O.,  of  Cakemuir,  Falkland  Pursuivant;  and  Captain  Harold 
A.  B.  Lawson,  Unicorn  Pursuivant.  His  Grace  was  received  a 
Greyfriars  by  the  Lord  Lyon  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Y7.  W,  D.  Gardiner, 
minister  of  the  church,  and  the  ceremony  took  the  form  of  a 
religions  service. 

The  service  commenced  with  the  singing  of  the  84th  Psalm, 
followed  by  prayer  and  the  reading  «f  the  Scripture  lesson, 

"Let-  us  now  praise  famous  men."  The  donor,  Mr.  Robert  Chanc^  Q 
Nesbitt,  then  offered  the  memorial  to  the  custody  of  the  Kirk 
Session,  expressing  the  hope  that  it  would  add  to  the  beauty 
of  the  .f  ine"  old  ecclesiastical  building.  *  ' 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner  said  he  was  proud  to  have  the 
privilege  of  unveiling  that  memorial  to  a  famous  Scotsman; 
Alexander  Nisbet  was  buried  in  Greyfriars  Churchyard,  but  his 
tomb  had  long  ago  disappeared like  so  many  of  their  old 
Scottish  sepulchres.  The  memorial  was  a  lasting  monument  to 
a  great  gentleman  and  a  great  scholar. 

Alexander  Nisbet  was  born  of  the  famous  Berwickshire  house, 
Nisbet  of  that  Ilk.  He  had  two  uncles  who  followed  Montrose, 
and  who  both  died  on  the. scaffold  in  his  following.  He  did 
not  think  that  any  family  on  the  globe  could  make  a  prouder 
boast  than  that.  Nisbet  himself  was  a  douce  Edinburgn  lawyer, 
like  his  father  before  him,  but  he  was  first  and  foremost  a 

scholar. 


th: 


SCIENCE  OF  HERALDRY 


His  Grace  remarked  that  he  was  not  sure  that  he  could 
claim  for  the  science  of  heraldry  a  foremost  place  among  t* e 
activities  of  the  human  mind.  There  was  a  famous  German 
philosoph.er  who  took  it  as  an  example  of  what  he  called  a 
"false  science,"  but  he  did  not  agree  with  him.  He  should  ^ 
certainly  claim  for  it  a  respectable  place,  as  every  nistbrian 
must.  It  was  a  kind  of  historical  shorthand,  and  its  little 
lantern  might  be  a  most  valuable  guide  in  the  darx  places  of 
the  cast.  Moreover,  it  had  a  real  interest  and  beauty- -the 
beauty  of  exactness  and*  regularity.  There  had  been  heralds 
of  doubtful  taste  who  hah  spoilt  the  simplicity  oi  tne  ois 
charges,  but  never  in  Scotland,  where  heralds  had  shown  a  ver 
high-level  of  distinction  and  scholarship,  from  Sir  David 
Lindsay  of  the  Mount  down  to  his  friend  the  present  Lord 

Lyon. 


■ 


. 

' 
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The  purity  of  the  science  in  the  north  had  been  largely, 
due  to  Nisbet.  His  great  work — “A  System  of  Heraldry,"  published 
in  Edinburgh  in  1722 — was  an  institutional  work,  as  important 
in  heraldic  science  as  the  great1  institutional  writers,  like 
Stair  and  Grskine  were  in  the  history  of  Scots  Law.  He 
— rOcae inhered  how  he  pored  over  that  work  as  a  boy,  and  he  still 
often  turned  to  it.  He  was  glad  to  think  that  the  piety  of 
his  kinsman  had  erected  that  worthy  memorial  to  the  old  scholar 
in  the  kirk  in  which  he  worshipped. 

A  prayer  of  dedication  having  been  offered  by  Dr.  Gardiner , 
custody  of  the  memqrial  was  accepted  by  Hr*  H .  M,  M1 Lachlan, 
on  behalf  of  the  Kirk-  Session,  and  by  Mr.  J.  A.  S. 

Millar,  M.V.O.,  W.  S.,  on  behalf  «f  the  General  Trustees  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  The  service  concluded  with  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  the  hymn,  "City  of  God,"  and  the  Benedict ion . 

'  The  memorial  v/hich  was  designed  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Law  Samson, 
the  Herald  painter,  is  in  the  form  of  a  mural  tablet  inscribed 
as  follows ;l-"To  the  memory  of  Alexander  Nisbet  of  that  Ilk, 
Author  of  ’A  System  of  Heradlry ' --the  most  outstanding  work 
on  Scottish  Armory.  Baptised  22nd  April  1657.  Died  5th 
December.  1725.  This  Memorial  is  erected  by  his  Kinsman, 

Robert  Chancellor  Nesbitt,  a  Freeman,  of  the  City  of  Lond-on 
and  sometime  a  Member  of  Parliament. 

LORD  LYON  ON  SCOTTISH  HERALDRY  ; 

c  ** 

Following  upon  the  unveiling  ceremony  a  luncheon  was  held 
in  the  North  British  Station  Hotel,  Edinbrugh,  at. which  Mr. 
Robert  Chancellor  Nesbitt,  the  donor  of  the  Memorial,  presided 
over  a  company  including  the  Lord  Lyon  and  members  of  his 
court.  Also  present  were  Bailie  Rai-thby,  representing  the 
Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  -Mr  J.  A.  S.  Millar,  for  the  Genjral 
Trustees  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  the  Hon.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple, 
K.C.7.O.,  for  the  National  Gallery  of  Scotland,  Dr.. and  Mrs. 
Robert  Nesbitt  of  .Ireland,  and  others.  An  interesting  feature 
of  the  luncheon  was  the  exhibition  of  original  MSS.  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  Herald.  In  thanking  his  guests  for  attend¬ 
ing  Mr.  R.  Cl  Nesbitt  acknowledged  the  tribute  of  the  presence 
of  the  Lord  Lyon  and  his  court  at  a  ceremony  set  200  years 
after  the  death  of  the  famous  Herald,  The  Lord  Lyon  in  reply 
said  that  Alexander  Nisbet.  the  Herald  .wrote  about  Heraldry  in 
a  sane  and  sensible  manner,  and  Scotland  was  indebted  to  him 
for  a  national  Heraldry  which  was  the  purest  in  the  world. 


The  donor  of  the  memorial  is  a  kinsman  of  Alexander  Nisbet. 
Their  common  anc  stor  was  Sir  Philip  Nisbet,  v/ho  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Haldane  in  1582.  Mr.  Nesbitt  was  the  Unionist  member 
of  Parliament  for  the  Chislehurst  Division  of  Kent  from  1S32 
to  1924/  Ho  is  a  solicitor  and  ijaa  done  professional  work  for 
Vba^hChurch  and  St*ate .  He  is  an  advocate  of  the  Shanghai  Bar, 
and  from  ISOS  to  1926  .was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  .  Law 
Society .  *  '  •  . ■  :  w  • 


■  ■ 


'  • 
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From  1920  to  1922  he  was  a  member  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
Committee  on  Supreme  Court  Fees  and  on  Circuit  arrangements , 
and  in  1921  he  was  a  chairman  of  the  Social  Training  Grants 
Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour ,  which  administered 
is  3,000,000  voted  by  Parliament  for  the  training  of  ex-officers 
after  the  war. 

Mr.  Nesbitt  is  a  director  of  the  Union  Bank  or  Aus.ralia 
chairman  of  the  National  Mutual  Life  Association  of  Australasia 
Board  fdr  Britain,  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  British  Law 
Insurance  Company,” — The  Scotsman."  May  31,  1934 


Accompanying  the  above  account  of  the  ceremony,  incidents, 
and  history  concerning  it.  The  Scotsman  published  a  large 
picture  showing  the  notables  participating  in  the  churchyard 
at  Alexander  Nesbits  tomb  and  all  other  pictures  showing 
The  Lord  High  Commisioner  Mr.  John  Buchan,  M.P.  had  Mrs. 

Buchan  inspecting  the  memorial  after  the  unveiling. 


#  *  -  •-  •-  *  * 

(Robert  Chancellor  Nesbitt  leased  old  Nisbet  House  and 
has  been  living  there,  and  entertaining  his  friends.  Mrr. 
John  Buchan  has  been  made  Governor-General  of  Canada  is  now 
living  there.  O.F.N.  Jan.  1936.) 


Nisbet  tartans  can  be  purchased  from  B.  Grant,  12  High 
Street,  Inverness,  Scotland* 


O.B*  Nesbits  Library  Contains 

The  Nesbit  Heraldic  Plates-Ross  and  Grant 
The  Harvey  Book— Oacar  Harvey 
An  American  Family-Charles  F.  Nesbit 
Letters  of  Mary  Nisbet -Nisbet  Hamilton  Grant 
.Nisbet,  Ross  Famil ies-Blanche  T.  Hartman 
History  of  Nisbet  or  Nesbitt-Alexander  Nesbitt 
History  of  Nesbitt  Family-Robert  Nesbitt. 

Nesbit  Family-John  Pratt  Nesbit 
Several  Volumes  of  Poems-YVi lbur  D.  Nesbitt 
History  of  Dickinson  College  ~J.  H.  Morgan 
Contains  Charles  Nisbet  history 
Millers  and  Nesbits  (Ky.')-H.  M.  Hyatt 

Cloud  of  V/itnesses-Containing  last  statements  of  John,  James 

and  James  Jr.  martyred  Covenanters 
Hell-Hole  o  f  Creation-L.M.  Nesbitt 
Hundreds  of  Letters  and  many  notes 
Poe ms -Wilbur  D.  Nesbit 


■ 


444  Jackson  Street 
Garyi  Indiana. 


Dear  Nisbet,  Nesbit,  Nesbitt  or  any  of  the  other  twenty- 
four  ways  of  spelling  the  name. 

Enclosed  find  some  material  that  may  interest  you..  It 
was  upon  the  lands  that  Nisbet  House  occupies  that  the  family 
probably  originated.  It  is  sacred  ground  for  anyone  bearing 
the  name.  You  may  be  from  Ireland,  England,  or  France,  but 
your  ancestry  probably  was  Scotch. 

Occasionally  I  issue  a  "Letter’*  now  called  "Nisbe tology" 
to  those  interested.  It  contains  news  about  the  members  of 
the  clan  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  England,  Canada,  and  the  United 
States.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  last  issue  were 
mailed • 

I ‘have  been  collecting  data  upon  the  various  families 
for  a  long  time.  Send  me  your  family  "tree"  or  give  me  in¬ 
formation  where  it  can  be  procured.  Y/ho  is  your  family  histor¬ 
ian?  Give  me  information  about  yourself  and  family  and  ask 
for  .information  regarding  others.  I  have  enabled  first  cousins 
to  find  each  other  and  numerous  families  to  get  in  touch 
with  people  who  know  much  about  their  family.  The  Nisbets 
arc  generally  poor  at  keeping  family  records.  Usually  one 
.person  in  a  family  is  depended  upon  for  it. 

I  want  information  about  the  following.  I  would  like 
to  contact  descendants  of  William  Nisbet  who  died  in  Augusta 
County,  Virginia  in  1794, 

Descendants  of  John  B^rry  who  died  in  Augusta  County, 
Virginia  in  1770-71. 

James  Templer  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  lived  and  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Auld  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  He  died  in  Doniphan 
County,  Kansas  in  1861.  If  any  of  you  know  who  Mrs.  Mary 
Auld  was  I  would  like  to  know.  She  was  born  in  Virginia. 

I/Iy  great  grandfather  was  Samuel  Nisbet  whos  wife  was 
Mary  Berry,  they  lived  in  Virginia  from  about  1770-1788  then 
went  to  Harrison  County,  Kentucky,  and  here  died  in  1814, 

My  grandfather,  Samuel’s  wife,  Nancy  Thomas,  went  to  Missouri 
in  1324  and  died  in  Monroe  County, 

If  any  of  you  have  any  information  about  James  Nisbet, 
who  was  editor  of  a  magazine  in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  about 
1800  or  later  I  would  like  to  have  it.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  locate  the  records  giving  the  parents  of  Nancy  Thomas. 
She  was  married  in  Harrison  County,  Kentucky  in  1813. 

If  you  live  in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago,  would  you  be 
interested  in  attending  a  picnic  in  one  of  the  Chicago  Parks 
next  summer? 


Sincerely  yours, 


- 


1 


NISBET  HOUSE 

* 

.  Berwickshire,  Scotland 
From  "The  Scottish  Field,"  February,  1913. 


T*day  TJisbet  House  stands  very  much  as  it  did  -o~igioally 
the  only. addition  is  the  ivy^mantled  western  tower.  For  the 
.restj  it  is  a  white _  1 har led , n  cblong  building  in  the  castel¬ 
lated  style,  with  round  towers' at  each  end  of  the  south  side 
.  two  square  towers  on  the  north,  in  the  centre  of  which 
is  whe  old  entrance.  This  is  a  simple  lintelled  doorway, 
surrounded  with  a  great  breadth  «f  flat' moulding-,  and  surmounted 
by  a  heavy  circular  hood,  with  the  owner's  shield  and  initials 
above,  £t  first  this  was  the  Nisbets',  but  on  the  estate 
changing  hands  that,  of  the  Kers  v/as  substituted.  In’ 1774, 
when  the  west  tower  was  built,  this"  entrance  was  closed,"  and.- 
the  present  doorway  opened  on  the  south  side. 

Messrs.  M' Gibbon  ^nd  Ross,  -in  .their  noted  work  on  Scot¬ 
tish  architecture,  thus  describes  the  inside  of  the  ’Castle': — 
*The  ground  plan  is  of  an  advanced  kind,  and  consists  of  the 
usual  oblong  structure,  with  rooms  entering  through  each 
other  and  extending  from  side  to  side.  In  addition  to  the  hall 
on  the  -ground;..- f loor ,  there  is  a  large  private  room,  and  both 
have  chambers  .attached  .  in  the  round  -towers.* 

C  •  -  *  ...  . 

•  *•  •  *  *  *  . 

Three  staircases  serve  to  unite  the  various  storeys • in 

the  stately -o  .mans ion- -two  of  stone,  one  in  each  of'  the 
square  towers,  and  a  modern  .wooden  one  in  the  added  west.. tower ^ 
Moreover ,  in  those-  rude  times  a  man’  s  house  was  in  very  .  * 
truth  his  castle',  built  primarily  for  defence,  and  the  immensely 
thick  walls,  with  their  numerous  loopholes**  tell  their  own. 
taie.  '  •  _  #  / 

•*'  -  *  -  ‘t 

There  is  an  intense  f asc ination--a  haunting  charm-'-about 
Nisbet,  with  the  old-world  air  of  mystery  and  romance  insepar¬ 
able  from  its  rambling  passages,  spiral  staircases,  secret 
chambers,  and  underground  passages.  The  steep  stone  steps 
are  worn  wit  the  heavy  tread  of  mailed  feet,  the  loopholes 
battered  with  the  hurtling  force  of  cannon  balls,  and,  looking 
out  of  the  narrow,  deep-set  windows  in  the  turret,  one's  gaze 
falls  on  the  meadow  near-by,  v/here  in  1402  a  bloody  battle 
was  fought  with  the  English.  Txiings  went  badly  with  the  rnen 
of  the  Ilerse  that  day,  and  many  were  the  Berwickshire  lairds 
.who  fell  at  Nisbet  never  to  rise  again. 


- •'  But  «t hose  were  days  of  feasting  no  less  than  fighting. 
Above  the  hearthstone  in  the  old  kitchen  swing  heavy  chains, 
v/itn  hooks  at  the  ends,  which  were  used  for  the  roasting  of' 
an . ox  whole.  And  in  intervals- of  border  warfare  there  was 
doubtless  much  revelry  and  hospitality  in  the  oak-pannell£d 
dining-room.  Behind  trie  d ining-rocm  wall  is  a  little  secret 
room  witn  an  outlet  into  the  wide  chimeny  of  the  adjoining 
library.... 


■  ■ 


■  ' 

. 

. 

- 


. 


From  the  second  floor  a  tiny  secret  staircase now  closed, 
leads  downwards  to  an  underground  passage .  This  passage  is 
believed  to  extend  for  over  a  mile,  with  an  exit  somewhere  in 
the  fields,  and  would  be  used  in  time  of  war  for  the  purpose 
of  smuggling  in  provisions  and  soldiers,  or  sending  out  spies 
and  messengers, 

*  1  t 

...The  beauty  of  this  historic  and  stately  house  is  much 
enhanced  by  its  setting  of  meadow,  wood,  and  water.  Within 
a  stends-.  throw  of  the  frontdoor  a  little  stream  babbles  noisily 
beneath  a  mossy  stone  bridge,  while  hoary  oak  and  ash  trees 
stnad  in  groups  about  the  grass  or  spread  their  giant  arms 
above  the  carriage  drive,  and  gorgeous  copper  beeches  lend  an 
effective  note  of  colour,  and  in  spring  serve  as  a  foil  to  the 
snowy  blossoms  of  the  -j'-geans.'  a  winding  shrubbery  walk 
leads  past  the  crescent-shaped  flower  garden,  with  its  rose 
trellises  and  lavender  beds  to  the  herbaceous  border  and  the 
kitchen  garden  within  sheltering  red  brick  walls.  The  shrubbery 
itself  is  an  enchanting  wild  garden,  for  there  are  patches  of 
aconite  and  wood  anemones,  foxgloves,  giant  hemlock,  and  old- 
fashioned  rose  bushes,  dam: sk  and  maiden  blush,  while  in 
February  the  field  behind  the  house  is  carpeted  with  snowdrops, 
and  in  August  yellow  irises  line  the  banks  of  the  brook. 

Pictures  for  Sale 


I  am  having  prepared  a  photograph  ff  a  drawing  of  this 
fine-  old  house  with  the  coat-of-arms  in  the  corner  which 
will  be  fit  to  adorn  any  wall  or  mantel.  These  I  am  offering 
at  Ipl.OO  each.  If  any  profit  accrues  it  will  be  used  on  erecting 
markers  and  improving  burial  places.  These  are  appropriate 
.for  a:- Nlsbet-Nes cit-Nesbitt .  If  not  entirely  satisfactory 
your  money  will  be  refunded. 

Keep  the  above  description.  V/hen  you  see  the  picture 
you  will  prize  it. 

0.  B.  Nesbit ,  M.D. . 

444  Jackson  Street 

Gary,  Indiana 

Another  Honored  Nesbit 

Charles  Nisbet,D.D.  was  called  from  Scotland  to  be  first 
provost  of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  in  1785  and  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death  in  1804.  His  epitaph  says  he  was  a. 
man  of  integrity  and  piety,  in  all  learning  most  accomplished. 

Of  reading  immense,  memory  fa.'thful,  in  real  acumen  of  wit , 
pleasantry  and  satire  truly  astonishing;  but  to  n#  mortal 
effensive,  except  to  t  ose  who  under  the  Cloak  of  Philosophy, 
insult  religion.  But  to  his  family  and  friends,  for  manners, 

sweet  benign,  cheerful  and  s#cial;  beloved  without  a.  rival, 

•  1  #  9 


. 


•  • 


' 


A  GREAT  NISBETOLOSIST 


48  Gough  Road 
Edgbocton  Birmingham 
England 

January  20,  1936 

Dear  Sir: 

The  reception  of  No.  3  of  the  "Nesbitology "  calls  forth 
my  fullest  admiration  and  thanks  for  the  enthusiasm  and  labour 
involved  in  its  production. 

You  are  cultivating  a  wide  field  and  seeking  to  give  a 
corporate  sense  to  widely  dispersed  and  disjointed  members. 

It  is  pleasant  to  read  of  the  well  being  and  success  of  so 
many  of  the  great  family  of  Nisbet-Nesbitt ,  who  are  playing  their 
F'-rt  in  American  life,  and  to  feel  that  their  lives  are  spent  in 
the  up-building  of  that  great  section  of  humanity. 

With  them  is  the  great  hope  of  the  future  of  mankind. 

While  you  are  chiefly  interested  -in  the  co-ordination  of 
xhe  American  section  of  the  family  I  have  been  chiefly  engaged 
in  setting  forth  the  origin  of  the  entire  clan  and  tabulating  the 
line  of  descent  of  the  main  family  therefrom. 

Hr.  Nesbitt Ts  communications  have  been  exceedingly  interest¬ 
ing  to- me,  and  I  thank  you  heartily  for. sending  this  copy  which 
has  embodied  them. 

His  death  is  a  great  loss  to  us  all. 

Yours  truly, 

John  Nesbitt  Dowling 

Hope  J.  N.  D.  is  able  to  publish  th 3  result  of  his  work  on 
the  Nisbet  families.  He  has  done  a  great  amount  of  work.  Hope 
he  will  send  a  letter  to  the  Nisbets  of  America  some  day.  O.B.N. 


NINETY  FOUR  LAST  HALLOWEEN 

A  94  year  old  great  grand  daughter  of  William  Nesbitt  of 
Bourbon  County,  Kentucky,  wrote  herself  the  following.  Wish  you 
could  see  it, 

Windsor,  Mo. 
February  14,  1936 


Dr.  0.  B.  Nesbit — 

I  received  your  letter  some  time  ago  I  certainly  do  appreciate 
and  thank  you  so  much.  I  enioy  reading  them,  they  help  to  pass 
the  time  away. 

We  arc  having  snow  and  zero  weather  and  I  don’t  enioy  it  one 

bit. 

Many  thanks,  love  to  all 

Mrs.  Jane  Fatten 


LOUIS  MARINO  NESBITT 
from  Glasgow  Herald 
Monday,  July  29th,  1935 


On  Monday  last  the  Glasgow  Herald  reported  the  crash  of  a 
Dutch  plane  on  the  Swiss  Alps  when  13  people  wore  killed  including 
the  "ranch"  artist,  Arthur  Watts  and  Louis  Nesbitt,  and 

engineer  and  explorer.  It  is  about  Nesbitt  that  I  would 
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my  roof  top 
a  war  corres- 
prospect  of  new 
history  with  haz- 


Louis  Marino  Nesbitt  (continued) 
write.  On  Saturday  morning  he  sat  and  wrote  me 
terrace  discussing  the  plans  to  go  to  Abyssinia 
pondent,  full  of  eagerness  and  excitement  at  the 
adventures  in  a  land  where  he  had  already  made 
ardous  exploration. 

His  writing  on  Abyssinia  had  won  him  in  the  past  recent 
a  "success  d’ectime",  but  the  present  day  turn  of  events  had 
ly  add  cubits  to  his  importance  as  an  authority,  and  a  great 
ity  on  unknown  Ethiopia.  American  editions  began  to  boom;  the  Lon¬ 
don  "Evening  Standard"  began  to  seek  him  out.  By  nature  a  retiring 
and  modest  man,  all  these  things  did  not  disturb  him,  but  they  act¬ 
ed  as  a  spur  to  the  literary  ambition  which  he  had  always  secretly 
entertained  and  now  seemed  about  tc  realize.  He  told  me  how  he 
h° d  been  called  to  London  to  -join  the  staff  of  one  of  the  Morning 


years 

sudden- 

author- 


left  Rome  for  Milan 
a  quicker  air 


by  train,  caught 


f  or 


dash  for  London. 


the 

An 


hour 


'  pers  .  That  day  he 
Dutch  (flier)Air  liner 
or  so  later  he  was  dead, 

Scottish  Ancestry 

Louis  Marino  Nesbitt  was  of  Scotch  descent,  as  his  name  of 
course  shows,  but  he  was  removed  from  direct  connection  with  Scot¬ 
land  by  several  icmantic  generations.  Originally  from  Berwickshire, 
iis  forebears  had  acquired  estates  at  the  plantation  of  Ulster. 

His  grandfather  left  landlording  for  an  army  career  and  served  in 
India  as  Colonel  of  what  as  Nesbitt  used  to  describe  to  me  as  "the 
22nd.  Regiment,  Bengal  Army."  when  sailing  home  on  leave  one  time 
the  Colonel  went  ashore  for  a  stay  on  Malta  and  there  he  met  a 
French  lady  who  became  his  wife.  On  the  Colonels  retirement  from 
the  army  in  India  his  wife  couldn’t  stand  the  re jours  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  climate.  Indeed,  even  in  Malta  and  in  India  she  had  become 
cri poled  with  rheumatism. 

*  Hearing  of  the  cures  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  volcanic 
waters  on  the  Island  of  lochia,  near  Naples,  Colonel  Nesbitt  took 
his  wife  there — and,  lo,  she  was  cured'.  So  great  was  their  joy 
that  they  settled  in  Italy  where  all  around  the  Bay  of  Naples, 
the  charitable  work  of  the  French  wife  of  the  Scot’s  colonel  was 
so  much  appreciated  that  a  street  was  named  after  her  on  the  Island 
lochia,  and  is  still  known  as  Strada  Nesbeeti-  (to  write  it  phone¬ 
tically)  .  Local  property  was  bought, and  the  Nesbitt  family,  Ital¬ 
ian  Braels  was  founded.  The  children  of  that  couple  in  due  course 
extended  the  property  to  various  parts  of  Italy,  The  North  as  well 
as  the  South;  and  they  became  considerable  contributors  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  always  more  perfect  farms  of  the  grape  producing 
vine. 

Engineer  and  Author 

The  eldest  of  these  cons  married  an  Italian  lady,  and  the 
third  generation  of  this  Scots-Franco-I talian  family  in  time  grew 
up,  always  maintaining  British  citizenship.  Louis  Marino  Nesbitt 
was  one  of  the  son3  of  that  third  generation.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  44  years  old,  but  lithe  and  active  as  a  man  in  his 
twenties.  To  look  at,  he  was  a  typical  lowland  Scot,  his  Lalin 


,lood  revealing  itself  only  in  his  vivacity  of  manner 


He 


of 


course,  completely  bi -lingual,  indeed  tTi-lingual  being  equally 
brilliant  as  a  writer  in  English,  Italian,  and  French,  Spanish, 
Cerman  and  some  Arabic  and  a  smothering  of  Abyssinian  he  acquired. 


Rome,  The  Caniborne  School  of  Mines 
ute  of  mines  and  metallurgy  of  VJilwaters  cand, 
work  in  South  Africa.  His  mining  work  and  his 


Trained- as  a  mining  engineer  at  the  Techinical  Institute  of 

in  Carnwall,  and  the  Instit- 
he  began  his  first 
lone  journeys  into 


Louie  Marino  Nesbitt  (continued) 

remote  parts  or  places  were  always  accompanied  by  a  keen  interest 
in  the  primitive  peoples  among  whom  he  found  himself  often  isolated. 
Couples  with  this  interest  were  powers  of  observation,  a  sense  of 
humour,  and  an  ever-growing  ability  to  put  his  impressions  in  writ¬ 
ing. 

nHell-Hole  of  Africa1* 

During  1326-27  he  went  to  South  America,  and  penetrated  into 
odd  corners  of  Cuba,  Venezuela,  and  made  his  first  serious  explor¬ 
atory  journey  in  Llanos  of  the  Orinoco.  In  the  following  year  he 
went  to  Abyssenia  and  there  was  international  recognition  for  an 
expedition  successfully  led  by  him  through  Afrioa  below  the  level 
of  the  Red  Sea,  lies  between  Erithea  and  the  Abyssinian  Plateau 

They  travelled  South  to  North  with  an  itinerary  of  800  miles 
covering  the  distance  in  116  days  and  making  a  compass  survey  of 
20,000  Square  miles  of  hitherto  uncharted  land,-  in  a  temperature 
of  quesibly  raying  in  tent  shade  between  140  and  156  degrees  fah- 
renheit.  All  previous  expeditions  in  this  region  had  been  wiped 
out  by  the  savages  of  this  Abyssinian  outland.  For  this  explor¬ 
ation  Nesbit  was  given  Murchicon  Award  by  the  Royal  Geographical 
Society  of  London,  and  his  survey  forms  the  basis  of  the  British 
and  Italian  operation  maps  of  that  region  of  Abyssinia.  Well 
known  thoroughout  Abyssinia  and  Italian  East  Africa  he  was  equally 
respected  by  the  Italian  and  Abyssinian  authorities.  As  a  corres¬ 
pondent  he  would  have  teen  invaluable. 

Loss  to  Literature 

At  one  time  the  Emperor  Haile  Selassie  wanted  him  to  found 
a  school  of  engineering  at  Addis  Ababa,  but  he  refused  to  tie  him¬ 
self  down  to  one  spot*  If  you  want  bright  and  informative  not  to 
say  adventurous  reading  about  Abyssinia,  I  heartily  recommended 
his  best  known  book  ’’Desert  and  Forest”. 

The  exploration  of  Abyssinia  Danakil,  published  by  Johnathan 
Cape.  In  his  work  there  is  something  of  the  expansiveness  and 
simplicity  of  Douglity. 

Nesbitt’s  English  is  limpid  and  without  mannerism,  in  that  he 
shared  with  the  Arabian  traveller  a  passion  for  getting  deep  not 
only  into  strange  lands,  but  into  the  lives  of  strange  people,  re¬ 
cording  his  observations  about  them  and  their  country.  ”1  feel 
happy  that  I  was  born  in  time  he  writes,  to  employ  the  ancient 
slow  methods  of  exploration,  by  which  the  very  taste  and  smell 
of  remote  and  primitive  territories  is  forced,  even  though  it  be 
painfully,  on  the  observation  of  the  travellers.”  And  he  after 
his  mullifold  escapes  from  death  while  struggling  bodily  through 
the  Torrid  Zones,  was  destined  to  die  in  an  aeroplane  smash  on 
icy  peaks . 

(The  above  was  copied  and  sent  me  by  Mrs.  Ethel  N.  Dobson. 

Get  and  Read  L.  M.  Nesbitt’s  book  ’’Hell  Hole  of  Creation”,  if 
you  like  a  thrilling  tale.  ’’Desolate  Marcher”,  T.  Nelson  and 
Sons,  Ltd.  Toronto,  Canada,  $3.50  is  another  of  his  on  Venezeula. 
Thanks  cousin  Ethel  for  the  above.  0.  B.  N.) 


62  Barrows  Street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

or 

Little  Falls,  N.  J.  -  March  10,  1936 
Dr.  0.  B.  Nesbit: 

The  generosity  you  display  to  the  37  varieties  of’Nisbet- 
Nesbitt”  (spellings  of  names  of  your  recipien)'  people  is  remark¬ 
able. 

The  last  collection  was  very  valuable  and  I  am  sending  it 
complete  to  my  Aund — now  in  England.  She  had  a  talk  with  an  old 


cl  ot  * 
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62  Barrows,  Street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y . ( Continued) 
clergyman  present  at  Alexander  Nisbet,  Herald,  Ceremony, 

°Now  for  ourselves  we  should  like  three  pictures  of  the  old 
"Nisbet  House"  4nd  a  couple  of  each  of  the  post  card  views.  I 
have  copied  addresses  you  included  so  that  I  can  use  them  by 
correspondence  or  by  actual  visiting.  Ild  love  to  bring  back  a 
steamer  rug  of  the  old  tartan. 

We  were  brought  up  on  the  old  story  of  the  origin  of  the 
name  in  1042  with  the  crest  "A  hand  grasping  a  truncheon";  the 
motto  of  the  house  "Ifig'nt  for  the  King"  or  something  like  that. 

It  was  a  custom  of  our  ofanc'n  of  the  family  to  name  two  sons 
Andrew  and  Robert,  of  interest  to  all  who  ccnsider  true  the  trad¬ 
ition  of  the  first  (Nisbet,  Nesbitt,  Nesbit)  being  named  Andrew. 

The  Geneological  division  of  the  New  York  City  Public  Library 
may  have  more  facts  for  us.  I  shall  visit  there  soon. 

My  mother  and  I  both  wish  to  sign  ourselves, 

-  -  .  ...  Gratefully  yours, 

Elizabeth  Nesbitt  M.  D. 


"AMONG  THE  DEEP-SEA -FIS  HERS." 

(Official  Organ  of  the  International  Grenfell  Association) 
Offices-  156  Fifth  Avenue  -  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Extract  from  one  of  Sir  Gilford  Grenfell’s  letters  the  maga¬ 
zine  (Among  the  Deep-Sea-Fishers) 

"We  all  regret  that  Miss  Linda  Nesbitt  has  had  to  take  a 
holiday  to  recharge  the  hard  worked  machine  which  has  been  serving 
es  so . strenuously .  We  shall  miss  her  enthusiasm,  her  skill,  and 
her  experience.  Fortunately,  an  old  friend  has  volunteered  to 
hold  the  fort  in  the  interval.  Miss  Helen  Schiesen  will  preside 
m  the  New  York  office  in  Miss  Nesbit ’s  place.  If  Miss  Nesbitt 
A s  satisfied  we  need  have  no  worries  about  her,"  — Ethel  M.  Dobson. 


26  Tregunter  Road  -  S  ,17. 10-Flax .  8001,  October  29th,  1936 
Dear  Sir: 

Mr.  Nesbitt  has  asked  me  to  acknowledge  you  letter  of  the 
12th  and  was  much  interested  in  what  you  tell  him.  He  thinks  you 
may  like  to  see  the  little  pamphlet  which  we  prepared  to  be  given 
to  the  visitors  to  Queen  Mary's  H0use.  It  gives  many  details  about 
the  Carre  panel  which  for  about  two  hundred  years  was  at  Nisbet 
House.  (A  reprint  from  The  Scotsman  is  given  elswhere  concerning 
the  hatchment.  0.  B.  N.) 

He  will  be  pleased  to  .accept  your  kind  invitation  to  send  a 
message  to  the  Nisbets  of  America  and  this  will  follow  very  soon, 
we  hope.  He  has  been  much  occupied  since  returning  to  London, 
having  spoken  at  the  Provincial  Meeting  of  the  Law  Society  held 
at  Nottingham  on  the  difficult  question  of  "The  Tithe  Settlement" 
and  more  recently  at  a  country  lecture  society  he  read  a  paper 
on  Montrose. 

As  you  v/ ill  appreciate,  he  shares,  your  interest  in  family 
research  and  wishes  you  continued  pleasure  and  recreation  in  it. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Janet  Kerr  Watson 
Secretary  to 

Robert  Chancellor  Nesbitt. 
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RARE  EXAMPLE  OF  SCOTTISH  HERALDRY 
Loan  to  Queen  Mary’s  House  Jedburgh 

There  will  be  placed  on  loan  to-morrow  at  Queen  Mary’s  House, 
Jedgurgh,  a  hatchment  or  achievement  of  "John  Carre  of  Cavers  & 

His  Lady  Margaret  Wauchope  Impaild  therewith,  11  which  is  pronounc¬ 
ed  to  be  a  beautiful  thing  and  the  work  of  a  highly  skilled  crafts¬ 
man.  It  is  regarded  as  being  of  historical  interest  and  of  con¬ 
siderable  heraldic  value.  There  are  a  number  of  hatchments  to  be 
found  on  the  Continent,  but  in  Scotland  to-day  one  such  as  this 
is  very  rare. 

At  the  head  of  the  hatchment  are  the  words  "Tout  Droit,”  the 
motto  of  the  Ker  family.  Encircling  the  centre  shield  are  the 
coats  of  arms  of  the  eight  branches  belonging  to  each  of  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  Carre  and  Wauchope.  These  include  the  coats  of  arms  of 
the  Duke  of  Succleuch,  of  Lord  Jedburgh,  of  Lord  Ochiltree,  of 
'"auchope  of  Edmonston,  of  Lord  Torphichen,  and  of  Rutherford  of 
-itindaly . 

This  Carre  hatchment  is  fittingly  placed  in  Queen  Mary’s 
House,  formerly  owned  bv  the  great-grandfather  of  John  Carre  of 
Cavers,  Sir  Thomas  Xer  of  Ferniehirst.  Sir  Thomas  was  a  life¬ 
long  friend  and  devoted  adherent  of  Queen  Mary,  and  it  was  he  who 
lent  the  house  to  her  on  the  memorable  occasion  of  her  visit  to 
Jedburgh. in  October  1566,  where,  after  her  desperate  ride  to  Herm¬ 
itage  Castle  to  see  Bothweli,  she  lay  ill  for  many  weeks  and  near¬ 
ly  lost  her  life.  The  Ker  arms  with  the  motto  ”Tout  Droit”  shown 
on  the  hatchment  are  to  be  found  carved  in  more  than  one  place  on 
the  House  at  Jedburgh.  • 

The  hatchment  is  dated  1709,  and  for  nearly  two  hundred  years 
it  was  at  Nisbet  House,  Berwickshire,  where,  in  the  burial  vault 
adjoining  the  mansion,  repose  the  remains  of  Margaret  Qauchope,  the 
wife  of  John  Carre  of  Cavers.  A  family  of  Kers  lived  at  Nisbet  for 
many  years,  and  a  portrait  of  Sir  Thomas  Xer  of  Ferniehirst  hangs 
in  the  drawingroom  at  Nisbet  House. 

It  was  Xer  who  when  placing  the  Xer  arms  over  the  door  at 
Nisbet  removed  the  Nisbet  arms,  which  are  now  in  the  burial  vault. 
It  is  a  curious  coincidence  that  now,  three  hundred  years  later, 
a  Nisbet  should  have  found  this  Carre  hatchment  and  brought  it 
back  to  Nisbet.  It  was  recently  found  broken  and  dilapidated,  in 
a  neighboring  village  by  Mr.  Robert  Chancellor  Nesbitt,  during  his 
residence  at  Nisbet  House,  the  home  of  his  forefathers. 

It  was  acquired  by  him  and  forwarded  to  the  Lyon  Office  in 
Edinburgh  for  inspection  and  advice.  The  Lord  Lyon  and  his  her¬ 
alds  pronounced  it  to  be  work  of  the  highest  skill,  probably  the 
best  hatchment  now  existing  in  Scotland.  Accordingly,  it  was  re- 
r  -ored  under  the  direction  of  the  herald  painter  to  the  Lyon  Court, 
-he  colors  of  the  various  coats  of  arms  happily  retaining  their 
original  lustre. 

In  consequence  of  the  association  of  the  Carre  family  with 
Queen  Mary’s  House,  Mr.  Nesbitt  has  presented  the  hatchment  to  the 
trustees  of  Queen  Mary’s  House  on  loan  for  exhibition. 

(A  hatchment  is  a  sort  of  panel,  upon  which  the  arms  of  a  de¬ 
ceased  person  are  temporarily  displayed — usually  on  the  walls  of 
his  house. 

-The  Scotsman,  Friday,  September  4,  1936. 
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FROM  MRS.  ROBERT  NESBITT 

Sutton-in-Ashf ield,  England 
March  11,  1936 

Dear  Dr.  Nesbit: 

When  I  see  the  date  on  your  last  dear  letter  and  also  on  the 
last  lovely  Family  Letter,  I  feel  so  asnamed  of  myself.  He  would 
not  have  treated  you  like  that. 

But  really  dear  Friend  (I  look  on  you  as  that)  I  have  been 
far  from  well  more  or  less  of  the  time  since  that  awful  ending. 

I  have  now  been  away  from  home  six  weeks,  nearly.  I  am  really 
at  last  feeling  better  in  health.  You  see  I  am  79  years  old 
and  we  lived  like  lords  fifty-three  years.  People  say  I  have 
lovely  memories .  Yes,  I  have  but  they  sadden  one  as  well.  I 
used  to  walk  these  lovely  walks  with  him  and  the  beautiful  chines 
with  their  eternal  greenery. 

You  and  your  wife  ought  to  see  this  place.  I  think  it  is 
unique  in  England  anyhow.  But  don’t  forget  to  come  and  see  us 
a,  Sutton.  17c  shall  look  forward  to  it.  I  hope  I  shall  be  alive. 
My  husband  had  nearly  finished  a  second  volume.  It  will  be  a 
very  small  book.  You  will  not  find  it  so  interesting  as  the 
History,  It  may  be  published  late  this  year  and  I  shall  send 
you  a  copy  or  two. 

You  asked  me  the  price  of  the  Nesbit  history  which  your  friends 
were  inquiring  about.  I  see  my  husband  sold  a  few  copies  to  the 
members  of  the  Nisbet  and  my  family — the  price  L.3.3.0  per  copy. 

It  seems  a  great  deal  of  money  but  I  assure  you  it  cost  him  a 
great  deal  more  money  than  that.  A  friend  of  my  husband’s  has  a 
number  of  copies  and  if  any  of  your  friends  would  like  to  ourchase 
them  just  let  me  know  and  I  will  have  them  cent  on  at  once. 

Oh  dear  me  how  pleased  he  would  have  been  at  your  using  Nesbit— 
ology.  He  was  awfully ' pleased  with  himself  when  he  thought  of  it. 
Mr,  Robert  Chancellor  Nesbitt  of  London  said  he  was  very  much 
taken  with  the  word,  and  would  use  it  too. 

My  husband  used  to  talk  about  you  and  your  wonderful  letters  to 
him  the  day  long.  He  loved  any  Nesbit  it  seemed  to  me  but  you 
were  so  much  of  his  way  of  thinking-well,  dear  Sir,  you  had' a 
niche  all  to  yourself.  Your  three  Family  Letters  are  delightfully 
informative . 

Bob  and  I  had  a  lovely  time  with  Wilbur  D.  Nesbit  in  Chicago 

(the  writer  of  that  poem).  He  claimed  he  was  a  relative  of  ours. 

He  gave  us  a  dinner,  he  and  his  were  utterly  charming.  I  remember 
we  had  a  hot  ice  for  the  one  and  only  time  in  our  lives,  and  we 
were  the  "observed  of  observers"  at  the  club.  When  Wilbur  died  Bob 
wouldn’t  tell  me  .  I  heard  the  news  from  an  American  in  an  Irish 
Hotel,  I  said,  "Why  didn’t  you  tell  me  darling?"  he  replied, "It 
saddened  me  too  much,  I  wasn’t  going  to  sadden  you."  He  (Wilbur) 

wrote  often  to  Bob  and  sent  us  a  number  of  his  books. 

That  Rev.  »7m.  Nesbit  in  Letter  No.  3  says  his  aunt's  grand¬ 
father  came  from  Bailabay.  My  husband  came  from  Bally  bay (but 
the  country  men  often  pronounced  it  Bailabay.)  I  think  it  is  the 
*  irae  word.  It  is  in  the  county  of  Monaghan;  it  looks  to  me  as 
if  he  would  be  one  of  the  family. 

Oh!  why  didn't  you  start  these  letters  long  ago? 

I  recall  the  lovely  Rocky  Mountains  of  your  country.  I  never 
slept  all  night  for  looking  at  them,  Y/e  both  have  been  where  your 
dear  wife  was  last  year. 

I  am  looking  for  some  more  family  letters  from  you.  I  thank 
Alfred  Berry  ^ndicott  for  his  wonderful  letter.  Have  read  it  often 
and  wonder  at  his  great  patience  and  lovely  heart,  and  all  the 
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From  Mrs.  Robert  Nesbitt-  March  11,  1936  (continued) 

All  rav  love  to  all  of  you  and  dear 


other  letters, 
little  Judith. 


I  must  stop. 
Don’t  forget 


her. 

Yours  very  Sincerely, 
A.E.  Nesbitt 


is  a  mast er- 


ANNIE  ELIZABETH  (COBURN)  NESBITT 
His  history  of  the  Nesbitt  Family  by  Robert  Nesbitt  _ 
ful  oresentation  by  his  and  allied  families  and  its  posession  wi 
please  any  Nisbit.  Now  is  a  good  time  and  here  a  good  chance  to 

acquire  a  copy. 


A  GOOD  STORY.  CAN  YOU  HELP  MRS. ^ EMERY? 

1316  S.  Halnut  Street-  Bloomington,  Indiana-  May  8,  1936 

Dear  Dr.  Ncsbit:  _  _  _  .  -,QnQ 

Recently  I  found  a  paper  written  by  D.  3,  Foster,  1908  lor 

the  Monroe  County  Historical  Society.  D/.  8.  Foster  was  the 

grandson  of  Thomas  Nesbit  1769-1861. 

Thomas  Nesbit  was  ray  great-great  grandfather.  I  have 
collecting  bits  of  interesting  anecdotes  of  members  of  the  family 

as  well  as  the  genealogy.  *  ,  _  ,  , 

I  am  anxious  to  know  if  you  have  this  same  story  handed  down 

in  veur  family,  I  think  your  ancestor  is  bgrauc-i, 

’’Thomas  Nesbit  was  born  in  Pa.  Apr.  10,  1769.  Uhen  a  small 
child  his  parents  emigrated  to  Nicholas  Co.  Ky .  They  came 
down  the  Ohio  River  on  I  flatboat  in  the  early  177Q«s.  Thomas’ 
earliest  recollections  were  the  war  shoops  of  savages.  One  day 
in  the  early  spring  news  was  brought  that  Indians  were  coming. 

Only  Thomas  and  his  mother  were  in  their  cabin  home.  His  mother 
dragged  the  child  and  a  feather  bed  into  a  large  V-shaped  ash- 
hopper.  She  had  scarcely  pulled  the  boards  in  place  over  them 
when  the  savages  appeared,  uttering  bloodcurdling  yells.  The 
home  was  burned  to  ashes.  When  his  mother  found  a  place  of  sale- 
rv  she  learned  that  the  Indians  had  killed  her  husband  . 

I  wish  I  knew  the  name  of  this  mother  and  father.  The  records 
I  have  of  the  family  state  that  Thomas  was  the  youngest  of^seven^ 
brothers,  but  not  much  more.  I  have  a  complete  record  of  ho  mas 
family . 

Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  (Lura  B. Emery) 


t,  C 

Mrs.  Walter  H.  Nisbet,  w4f-o—  of— G^C .Clay  5t,Feru,  Indiana  died 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana  Oct.  13,  at  the  home  of  one  of  her  dau. 
where  she  had  gone  on  a  visit.  She  was  burried  at  Peru, 
husband  survives  and  he  writes  "I  have  lost  one  of  the  dearest 
friends  and  companions  a  man  ever  had.  She  was  so  good  .  One 
con  Henry  and  two  daughters  survive.  Halter  is  the  historian  lor 
the  William  Nisbet  b.'l735  family  and  has  much  valuaole  material 
if  we  can  get  him  to  write  it  up  it  will  serve  many  people. 

It  was  our  good  fortune  to  know  Mrs.  Nisbet  and  we  agree  with 
Walter  that  she  was  a  fine  good  woman  and  mother. 


CAROLINA  NESBITS 

Ralph  Nesbit  III  3542  Lenox  Road,  Birmingham,  Alabama  sendo 
the  following  with  a  copy  of  Coat  of  Arms.  Jish  he  would  send 
family  history. 
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Carolina  Ncsbito  (continued) 

Dr.  Robert  Nesbit  (from  Berwick) 
died . 1845 


Ralph  Nesbit 
died . 1913 


Valentine 


Daniel 


i 


Emily 

1 


Rajph  Jr. 
Cora 


r 

RalDhI I I 


Sa 


i 

rah 


1 

R.  N.  Shannon 


1 


C.  J.  Shannon 


,f OUR  KIN" 

by  D«nha n  Ackerly 

And 

Lula  East1  an  Jeter  Parker  .  inc- 

History,  Oology,  Genealogy;  one  volume  of  320  pages;  index 

P‘3Secintain^aSbrief°Mstory  of  ledford ‘county ,  Virginia  a  long 
list  o?  Revolutionary  'soldiers  of  Bedford ^“herto^npublxshed,  ^ 

and  the  history  and  genealogy  of  many  '  Beveriy 

colonial  county — among  them:  Ackerly,  Buford,  Bell,  Sever 

,  -q  1 1 4  Tier  Rnnd  Roone  Burks,  Callaway,  Clark,  oiayton, 

Vnley  G°SgiV  V" ^VcVn Away^M. iorman!°Ote^Fparker ,  °Fhelps  , 

'*1K5Sa  f  “pcilS'S?;  f«P  815.00  up  to  llay  1.  1936.  II...  that 

2 5  00 

‘Order  from  Mrs.  Mary  D. Ackerly  Fields 

The  Plains.  Virginia 


nave  anv  of  mv  readers  patronized  the  Media  Research  Bureau, 
of  Washington,  d/c.?  Will  you  send  word  how  satisfactory  its- 
service  was  to  you?  Is  it  a  reliable  ejneern. 


Miss  Glenn  Nesbit 


M.A.  Stanford  *33  a  teacher,  lives  42 

W.  Palm  Lane,  Phoenix,  Arizona,  had  to  give  UP  ?  ^lPto  the  Sulli- 
year  on  account  of  her  mothers  illness,  bhc  belongo  ^ 

van  Indiana  family.  Her  Sunday  School  Class,  B^S1J  f ^  . 

Claco  First  Church  of  Christ  (Christian)  sponoers  the  Ca  t  « 

Del  Sol  (Spanish  for  little  House  of  the  Sun)  |°^b”~otable. 
women  and  Girlo  at  #35.00  per  month.  Cdoti  10  ai..ayb 


'  . 


■ 

,i  ■ 


■ 


Another  Nisbet  Descendant  At  Rest 


He  sent  me  a  revised  and  corrected  copy  of  "’flood  Smoke 
that  I  will  send  you  some  day,  He  was  distressed  at  the  way 
we  garbled  it.  I  regret  that  I  did  not  know  A.  3.  personally 
am  grateful  that  we  found  him.  My  sympathy  to  his  good  wife 
and  family.  Hooe  some  of  them  will  take  his  place  as  one  of 
our  correspondants.  Thanks  for  the  paper  from  which  we  cooy 
the  following. 

"Death  Takes  A.  B.  Endicott" 


A.  3.  Sndicott,  one-time  cashier  of  Pomona  Commercial  & 
Savings  bank,  and  then  until  four  years  ago  associated  with 
Home-Builders  Loan  Association  of  which  his  son,  Paul  Endicott, 
is  vice-president  aiid  manager,  passed  away  at  10  o’clock  Sun¬ 
day  morning  at  his  home,  102/  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Ciaremont,  He 
had  been  failing  in  health  for  some  years,  and  for  the  last  three 
had  been  confined  to  his  bed. 

Born  in  Cynthiana,  Ind.,  February  18,  1867, 


vears  ua 


Mr.  Endicott 


during  his  boyhood  was  taken  to  Iowa  by  his  father  and  lived 
in  that  state  until  1911  when  he  came  to  Fomona.  He  was  in 
railroad  service  in  Iowa  for  some  years,  and  then,  more  than 
30  years  ago,  entered  the  banking  business  in  Brighton,  la. 

Twenty  five  years  ago  he  left  Brighton  to  come  to  Pomona 
where  he  established  the'' family  home  and.  entered  the  real  estate 
business,  first  with  Caves,  Stevens  and  Hartley,  and  later  with 
C.  C.  Caves, his  brother-in-law.  For  about  two  years  he  was  at 
El  Monte,  where  he  joined  in  organization  of  the  Southern  County 

bank.  •  _  .  . 

Returning  to  Pomona,  he  became  cashier  of  Fomona  Commercial 

<•:  Savings  bank,  serving  in  that  capacity  from  1915  _  to  _  1921 ,  then 
becoming  associated  with  Homo— Builders ’  Loan  Association,  in 
which  he  was  active  until  ill  health  forced  his  retirement  about 
four  years  ago.  His  home  has  been  in  Claremont  for  the  last  15 

years,  , 

Mr.  Endicott  was  a  member  of  Methodist  churches  m  -owa  ana 

in  Fomona,  and  in  recent  years  has  been  a  member  of  Claremont 
Community  church.  He  has  been  a  Mason  since  young  manhood,  an 
was  a  member  of  Pomona  lodge  no.  246, F  Sz  A.  M,  ;  he  also  was  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  in  Iowa. 

Besides  his  v;idow,  Mrs.  Rose  Endicott,  at  home,  he  leaves 


one  son,  Paul  Endicott;  one  grandson,  John  Cave 


Endicott , 
father,  J. 


of  Chicago. 
N.  Endicott, 


brother  J.  N 
infancy;  his 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
noon  at  Todd  &.  Reeves  Chapel,  Pomona, 
of  Los  Angeles,  who  was  pastor  of  the 
when  Mr.  Endicott  was  a  member  there 
by  Dr.  A.  D.  Stauffacher,  minister  of 
Interment  will  be  in  Pomona  Cemetery  - 
California,  Nov.  9,1936. 


of  Fomona;  one 
His  mother  died  during  his 
died  here  15  years  ago. 

3:30  o'clock  Tuesday  after- 
The  Rev.  Hardy  A.  Ingham 
Brighton  Methodist  church 
will  officiate,  assisted 
Claremont  Community  Church, 
Progress  Bulletin,  Fomona, 


. 

. 

- 

a  t 


LAST  LETTER  FROM  ALFRED  BERRY  ENDICOTT 

February  18th.,  1936 


Along  about  Christmas  time  1  started  sliding  downward  and 
for  some  weeks  had  a  rather  difficult  time,  .tor  awhile  now  I  ve 
been  doing  better  and  am  stronger,  hence,  once  more,  am  perraitte  , 
by  Roseanno,  to  have  machine  beside  me  so  that  I  may  peck  out,  m 

my  one-finger  way,  some  letters,  etc.  ..  ,  H „ 

Your  "NESBITCLOGY"  "Ho.  3"  came  when  I  was  pretty  ill.  hav 
ing  now  been  able  to  read  it  (over  and  over  again)  I  want  to  make 
acknowledgment  of  its  receipt,  and  tell  you  that  I  enjoye 

^  I  sort  of  gasped  when  I  saw  you  had  included  ray 
together  with  the  'prose  poem'  in  your  letter  -  had 
that  much  of  publicity,  I  think  I  would  have  been  a  , 

modest  in  the  putting  forth  the  accomplishments  of  that  grandso 

of  mine.--  members  of  the  'Family'  may  thins,  it  rather  boastful  y 

In  reading  over  the  ’prose-poem1  as  it  appears  in  _ your _ letter 
X  discover  some  differences  as  between  it  and  the  origina^  in  my 
file  -  some  omissions  and  errors  tnat  somewhat  confute  its  con 
tinuity.  I  remember  that  when  making  copy  to  send  to  you,  I  h 
become  rather  tired,  and  it  appears  made  a mess  oi  1 t .  Roseann 
thinks  that  I  should  send  you  a  corrected  copy  to  be  placed  m 
your  files  to  replace  that  one  sent  you  originally,  so,  1  am 
doing  it,.  Just  a  bit  of  vagary  after  ail,  but  I'd  like  you  to 


long  letter 
I  anticipated 
little  more 


Lot 


this  copy  will  carry 


the 


have  it  in  the  form  evolved,  and  tru 
ri rturc  to  v ou  in  a  niorG  definite  way0  . 

I  would  like  to  go  over  your  letter  and  pick  out  tne  portion, 
that  were  highlights  for  me,  but  my  strength  for  the  time  be^ng 
is  about  used  up,  so,  I  will  forego  that  pleasure  until  oOrac  late 

iatei  do  want  to  say  now  that  we  much  regret  not  having  seen  the 
'Family'  representative  who  came  to  the  Coast  -(when  at  iasadena 
only  28  miles  away)  -  however,  the  physical  handicap  of  lilnes 
continuing  illness  -  would  have  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  of 
the  hospitality  that  a  visit  from  them  should  have  received,  hence 
there  could  have  been  no  pleasure  for  them  had  they  been  able  to 
come  this  way,  so,  we  shall  have  to  take  our  disappointment  as 
iust  another  of  those  that  come  to  one  in  my  condition  of  nealt  . 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  that  feeling  of  personal 
loss  that  came  upon  me  when  X  read  that  Doctor  Robert  Hesbit 
gone  to  join  that  vast  throng  of  his  family  who,  thru  .he  ages, 
over  there,  have  preceded  him  into  that  "far  country  from  v7ho->e 
bourne  no  traveler  returns".  You  see,  it  was  thru  his  visit  to 
and  descrintion  of  Nisbet  House,  which  you  passed  on  to  us,  tnat 
I  came  to  sense  the  greatness  of  the  place  and  to  apprecia.e^ito 
history.  Whether  or  not  I  am  descended  from  the  line  mat.ero  not¬ 
it  is  good  to  have  knowledge  of  such  an  worthwhile  group  of  folks. 
I  am  grateful  for  what  he  has  given  us  (and  to  you  for  passing  it 
along  as  you  have)  and  know  how  deeply  you,  who  knew  him  so  well, 

must  feel  hie  loss.  v  . 

I  iuc t  muct  and  will  stop  right  here.  Cur  sincere  regards, 

arain  to  vou  and  yours.  Alfred  Berry  undicotu, 

1027  Dartmouth  Avenue, 
Claremont,  California, 


*Feb-.  16,  1867-Feb  .18,  1936 
* Count  ’em  -  69  -  hence  an  anniversary 
*1  feel  that  "I  was  born  30  or  40  yrs. 
(Died  Nov.  8,  1936  O.B.N.) 


today . 
too  soon. 


' 

'  . 

•  -  ■ 


A  TEXAS  LAWYER  'WRITES 


1751320 

Dear  Doctor:  „  _  .  .  . 

After  receiving  your  "Nisbetology "  1  wrote  you  a  card  stat 

ing  I  would  write  you  a  letter  later  on,  and  am  trying  to  ful¬ 
fill  that  promise.  My  daugher,  Margaret  Lucille,  was  very  much 
interested  in  it  and  carried  it  home  before  I  had  read  all  of 
it  but  I  intend  to  r&ad  it  all.  I  have  two  sons,  Luther,  Melvin, 
age  30  and  Woodrow  Watkins,  age  23.  Both  sons  are  married  and 
the  youngest,  has  a  son  ,  David  Gene,  one  year  old.  My  father, 
James  Alexander  Nisbet  was  born  in  Kentucky,  I  Virginia,  but  am 
not  sure  of  this.  I  have  a  brother,  Allan  Jones  Nisbet,  lining 
at  Giddings,  Texas,  which  is  also  my  birthplace,  but  I  have  liv¬ 
ed  in  Houston  about  thirty  years.  My  brother  has  two  sons,  Sdw, 
Allan  and  Asa  Fields;  Allan  lives  here,  and  is  married  and  has 
a  young  daughter  young  and  Asa  lives  in  Austin,  Texas  and  is  not 
married.  There  is  Edw.  R.  Nisbet,  a  D.  C.  who  lives  here,  who 
tells  me  that  his  people  came  from  Georgia ,  His  father  is  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  living  in  Galveston0  My  mother's  name 
was  Margaret  Calhoun  Ross,  and  descended  from  the  Ross'  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia.  I  met  Edw.  R.  Nisbet  on  the  street  to¬ 
day  and  told  him  about  your  letter,  and  he  was  very  much  interest¬ 
ed.  Some  of  his  ancestors  wer  named  "John".  I  have  two  sisters, 
Kr8.  Lilia  Nisbet  N0bhe,  living  in  Ft,  Vayne,  Texas  and  Mrs.  Maude 
Nisbet  M0rse.  Mrs.  Noble  has  two  sens  and  one  daughter  and  Mrs. 
Morse  has  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  most  of  the  Morses  live 
h  ere 

I  would  like  to  have  your  letter  no  2,  if  you  still  have  one. 

Thanking  you  and  best  wishes, 

Yours  very  truly, 

F.  W.  Nisbet 

Jan.  28,  1936 


Tekamah,  Nebraska 
April  2,  1936 


Dear  Dr.  Nesbit; 

Your  letter  of  Nesbit  history  came  early  in  the  year,  I  took 
it  up  to  an  Aunt  of  mine,  Mrs.  Margaret  Nesbit  Squires,  Tekamah, 
and  she  enjoyed  it,  read  it  all  so  she  cays  with  her  fading  eyes. 
She  is  past  80.  She  said  her  Grandfather  and  mother  names  were 
William  and  Ellenor.  I  wonder  if  my  Uncle  Richard  ever  wrote  to 
you. 

If  we  are  not  blood  relatives  dating  back  far  off,  we  are  sure 
ly  near  soul  relatives.  You  spoke  of  the  Christmas  party  in  the 
basement  for  the  children,  we  have  a  room  in  our  basement  that 
the  neighborhood  children  have  free  access  to  at  all  times.  Then 
when  you  mentioned  the  "Iris  Breakfast"  I  knew  for  sure  l  just  as 
the  '  "Rainbow  in  the  Eastern  sky  proclaims  that  God  is  Save 
"the  iris-rainbow  flower-  tells  me  the  same  thing.  I*ve  never 
attended  an  "Iris  Braekfast"  but  I  never  eat  any  breakfast  during 
the  Iris  season  until  I’ve  walked  up  and  down  in  my  Iris  rows 
and  given  thanks  for  the  returning  season.  Vc  happen  to  live 
within.  30  miles  of  the  famous  "Sass  Iris"  gardens.  A  wonderful 
sight  to  visit  there. 

I  hear  my  nephew  Villiara  Vincent  is  doing  fine.  I  am  very 
fond  of  him  and  like  to  hear  good  things  of  him. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Mary  Nesbit  MacDonald. 


;fO 


'  ; 


A  THOMAS  FAMILY 


Springfield,  Ohio 
December  14,  1936 


Mv  dear  Doctor  Nesbit,  ,  ,  T 

Your  interesting  letter  came  to  me  this  afternoon  and  I  am 

answering  immediately  lest  in  the  excitement  of  the  Christmas 
•lea3on,  I  might  be  distracted  from  my  good  intentions. 

While  always  pleased  to  hear  from  people  who  are  interested 
in  their  lineage,  your  letter  concerns  me  greatly  because  I 

fear  I  am  not  able  to  hole  you. 

Please  let  me  say  in  the  beginning  that  I  am  not  a  profeso- 
ional  geneologist .  What  I  am  doing  is  merely  done  because  it 
, s  my  hobby  and  also  that  I  feel  the  dire  need  of  our  family  of 
some  sort  of  a  genealogical  record.  It  has  never  been  attempt- 
cd  before  and  I  fear  that  my  task  is  one  of  almost  insurmountabxc 
magnitude  because  of  the  negligence  of  former  generations.  .1 
have  traced  our  Thomas  family  back  to  Griffith  Thomas  an  emigrant 
from  Wales  who  first  settled  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  and 
later  removed  to  Orange  County,  North  Carolina.  His  children 
were  John,  Hoses,  James, Mary,  Griffith,  Infant,  Jacob,  Betsey 
and  Joseph  (The  White  Pilgrim)  (born  1791  died  m  184o.) 

When  I  first  read  your  letter  I  though  perhaps  your  ancestor 
m: ght  be  the  above  John,  but  after  consulting  my  records  I  find 

that  it  is  barely  possible.  J  .  ..  ,  ., 

Reference  to  our  John  Thomas  is  found  in  a  diary  of  the 
Wnite  Pilgrim.  He  speaks  of  John  living  in  Montgomery  County, 
Virginia  (now  Giles  County)  in  180o  and  that  he  was  a  single 
man  keeping  batchelors  hall."  Again  later. in  the  diary  he  under 
■->  r-»  date  of  December  6,  1808  refers  to  a  visit  with  hio  brother 

ir  io  miHp  pvidpnt,  that  John  married  some- 


■J  -  *  s* 


t  ohn  "and  family".  So  it  is  quite  evident 

time  between  1803  and  1808.  .  . 

Now,  if  your  Nancy  dau.  of  one  John  Thomas  was  married  m 

/.611  to' Samuel  Nisbet,  she  could  not  have  been  the  daugher  of 
•,hi3  John  of  mine,  as  she  would  have  been  only  6  or  8  years  of 
age  in  1811.  This  is  my  deduction  and  of  course  could  be  wrong. 

“  we  do  know  that  the  John  of  our  family  removed  to  Missouri 
..n  the  early  days  and  so  far  have  been  unable  to  trace  any  of 
ills  descendants.  We  have  several  leads  out  that  we  hope  to  bring 
results.  One  of  which  might  be  of  some  help. to  you. 

Wc  are  in  communication  with  the  Missouri  State  Librarian 
(or  Historian)  hoping  to  get  some  data  through  old  county  histor¬ 
ies.  Often  times  these  give  considerable  ancestry.^  You  might, 
ask  if  there  is  any  mention  found  of  Nancy, wife  of  Samuel  Nesbit. 
I  found  a  sketch  in  an  old  history  of  Livingstone  County,  Ill. 
that  enabled  me  to  bridge  an  enormous  chasm  in  ray  family  records. 


Oh.  I 


too 


am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  assist  you  for  I . know 
well  what  it  means  to  get  a  little  boost  once  in  a  while. 

My  Thomas  history  i3  still  in  an  embryo  stage  due  to  lack 
of  interest  in  so  many  of  the  relatives  who  do  not  reply  to  my 


inquiry  and  request  for  data.  Doesn’t  it 
le  want  and  deman  pedigree  in  their  dogs, 
cows  but  remain  utterly  unconcerned  about 

Please  let  me  near  from  you  again,.  I  wis 

would  like  to  hole  you,  Sincerely, 

Grace  7/ingert 


seem  queer  that  peop- 
hogs,  horses  and 
their  own  lineage? 
wish  you  success  and 


. 

■ 
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■ 


. 
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News  about  your  family  and  the  "Clan”  especially  desired. 

LET’S  HAVE  OUR  HEAVEN  HERE 
Wilbur  D.  Nesbit 
So,  brother,  it’s  the  handclasp 
The  good  word,  and  the  smile 
That  do  the  most  to  help  us 
And  make  the  world  worth  while. 

A  ringing  song  of  friendship, 

A  word  or  two  of  cheer — 

Then  all  the  world  is  gladder 
And  the  low’ ring  sky  is  clear. 


It’s  you  and  I  together — 

We're  brothers,  one  and  all, 

When  through  a  word  of  friendship 
We  feel  the  subtle  call. 

Then  all  the  world  is  happy 
And  all  is  worth  the  while — 

Ho,  brother,  it’s  the  handclasp, 

The  good  word,  and  the  smile’. 

Whenever  life  goes  duller, 

Then  come  the  helping  hand 

To  set  our  minds  a-tingle 

With  the  thoughts  we  understand — 

It’s  all  of  us  together. 

Or  it’s  only  you  and  me; 

But  the  smile  that  tells  of  friendship 
Is  the  fairest  thing  we  see. 


We  friends  who  stick  together 

Through  days  of  weal  or  woe 

Find  all  our  lives  illumined 

By  that  unchanging  glow 

Which  gives  us  newer  blessings 

Unto  our  store  to  add — 

Then  all  our  tasks  are  lighter; 

This  world  of  ours  is  glad. 

% 

So,  brother,  it’s  the  handclasp, 
The  good  word,  and  the  smile, 

That  makes  our  journey  pleasant  t 
Through  many  a  weary  mile. 

Then  sing  a  song  of  friendship, 
And  speak  a  word  of  cheer — 

Don’t* wait  till  the  hereafter; 
Let’s  have  our  heaven  here’. 

(Copyright  by  Volland  Co.) 
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AH  APPRECIATION 

The  past  year  has  been  a  busy  one  for  me  and  except  for  send¬ 
ing  out  orders  for  pictures  of  "Nisbet  House"  I  have  neglected  the 
acknowledgment  of  letters  received  in  response  to  Nesbitology  No. 

3  Your  letters  have  been  kept  and  really  many  were  only  re 
carefully  for  the  first  time  this  week.  My  impression  had  been 
that  there  was  not  enough  interest  manifested  to  warrant  a  fourth 
letter  The  indifference  of  Nisbets  to  requests  for  information 
is  not  a  family  trait  as  I  once  believed.  I  find  m  my  c0!}tact 
with  genealogists  that  it  is  true  of  families  generally.  In  go¬ 
ing  over  theSmatter  carefully  I  find  so  much  of  value  to  me  that 
I  believe  many  others  will  be  interested  in  the  reproduction 
come  of  these  interesting  letters.  I  was  entertained,  instructed 
a-.d  pleased  and  more  than  paid  for  the  time  and  money  spent.  If 
your  reply  is  not  included,  remember  it  has  been  kept  and  I  hope 

sometime  to  include  its  contents.  .  ,  ~ 

The  Chicago  Telephone  Directory  for  1935  contained  forty  Nisbet 

Necbits-  Nesbitts.  A  self  addressed  post  card  was ^enclosed  in  a 
circular  to  each  asking  if  they  would  be  interested  m  a  picnic 
in  one  of  the  parks  some  Sunday  afternoon  last  summer  to  get  ac- 
□Sainted.  I  also  enclosed  a  circular  about  "Nisbet  House"  pictures. 
Not  a  single  card  was  returned.  I  know  some  of  these  people  wou 
object  to  a  Sunday  picnic  on  religious  grounds  but  certainly  no 
many  in  Chicago  would  find  such  an  excuse.  I  sent  a  circular 
about  "Nisbet  House”  to  forty  Nesbits  whose  names  were  in  the 
American  Medical  Association  Directory  and  received  replies  from 
about  half.  This  was  a  very  large  response  and  has  led  to  tee 

finding  of  come  very  interesting  people.  .  _  , 

The  response  to  Nesbitology  No.  3  is  very  gratifying.  I  he 
itate  to  drop  any  from  the  mailing  list  and  force  people  to  rea 
or  discard  Nesbitology  when  they  are  not  interested.  This  has 
led  me  to  carry  some  on  the  mailing  list  who  do  not  even  send  a 
postcard.  I  do  not  want  to  be  a  bore  e^en  if  the  family  animal 

emblem  is  a  boar’s  head  —  not  one,  but  three.  , 

Personally  I  am  interested  in  contacting  descendants  of  John 
Berrv  who  died  in  Virginia  in  1770  and  df  James  Templar,  born  m 
Virginia  in  about  1793.  The  latter  lived  and  married  Mrs.  Mary 
Auld  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio  in  1830,  went  to 
Kansas  in  1859.  I  have  never  learned  Mrs 
My  grandmother  was  Nancy  Thomas  who 
Harrison  County,  Kentucky,  June  1,  1813 
died  in  1869.  I  searched  for  years  to  find 


Missouri  and  died  in 
,  Auld’s  maiden  name., 
married  Samuel  Nisbet  in 
,  She  was  born  in  1793, 
her  father’s  name. 


During  the 
search  for 
to  be  John 
any  of  you 
ancestors 


past  year 


Charle: 
bond 


Thomas 


of  Indianapolis  wrote  me  to 

a  marriage  bona  and  one  was  found  that  showed  her  father 
Thomas „  So  now  I  have  another  great-grandfather.  Do 
doubting  Thomases  or  other  kind  of  Thomas  know  who  his 
were?  This  illustrates  how  we  can  often  be  helpful 


to  one  another. 

Hope  you  will 
of  pictures  is  not 
er  and  disciminate 
ies.  What  part  of 
emitted? 


something  of  interest  in  this  edition.  Sale 
main  purpose  of  Nesbitology.  It  is  to  gath— 
information  about  the  Nisbit  and  allied  famil— 
this  edition  would  you  have  liked  me  to  have 


find 

the 


Sincerely  yours, 

Otic  B.  Nesbit 


,44  Jackson  Street,  Gary,  Indiana 


. 
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NEWS  ABOUT  OUR  FOLKS 

We  made  no  extended  trips  l^st  summer.  We  had  a  new  Hess 
Hot  Air  conditioned  heating  plant  put  into  one  corner  of  the. 
basement  ,  with  rectangular  paLpes .  Put  on  a  wall  board  .ceiling. 
Painted  the  few  exposed  air  ducts  alluminum,  the  ceiling  ivory, 
the  walls  and  floors  various* colors ,  a  black  line  indicates  portions 
on  the  floor.  New  electric  wiring  in  the  basement,  changed  the 
water  pipes,  made  a  laundry  room  and  excavated  under  the  front 
porch  for  a  store  room  and  the  oil  tank.  We  use  the  old  Oil— 0— 
katic  burner.  Put  a  barn  ventilator  on  the  roof.  While  not  in¬ 
stalled  early  enough  for  the  very  hot  weather  we  got  the  fan 
going  and  ventilation  up  for  the  August  hot  weather  and  were  sat¬ 
isfied  to  stay  home  as  we  found  it  more  comfortable  than  most 
places. 

I  developed  some  arthritis  so  as  to  have  something  to  complain 
about  in  December  but  kept  going  as  we  had  our  usual  immunization 
vaccination  program  on  at  school  and  I  had  to  keep  going  but  have 
been  quite  close  to  home  during  the  vacation,  which  is  half  gone. 
Hope  to  finish  up  and  get  Nesbitology  out  early  in  next  week.. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  new  readers  I  may  state  I  make  my  living 
as  Director  of  the  Medical  and  Dental  Department  of  the  Public 
Schools.  I  am  to  be  master  of  ceremonies  at  the  installation 
of  the  new  officers  at  the  Kiawanis  Club,  Jan.  5th  at  a  party 
which  the  ladies  will  attend. 

Allegra  has  been  home  this  week  from  the  University  of  Chic¬ 
ago  where  she  is  working  for  her  masters.  She  is  fine  and  gett¬ 
ing  on  well. 

7/e  were  too  busy  for  the  Christmas  party  but  hope  to  have  the 
childreh  in  come  day  this  next  week. 

We  have  had  a  nice  Christmas.  We  went  to  Valporaiso  and  had 
dinner  with  Cora  and  Ella  Vincent  and  Jessie  Philley,  Alice  and 
I  went  over  last  summer  and  helped  Cora  and  Ella  trade  eff  their 
old  place  for  a  modern  home  and  they  are  delightfully  settled, 
and  located.  They  are  very  happy  in  it.  They  made  a  good  trade. 

Alice  has  received  an  invitation  to  join  the  Society  of  Indiana 
Pioneers.  She  is  not  a  good  joiner  and  has  not  as  yet  accepted. 

If  I  could  establish  that  grandmother  Mary  Berry  Nisbet  came  to 
Washington  County,  Indiana  with  her  daughter,  Mary  Nisbet  Martin, 
in  1825  when  the  Martins  came  it  would  make  me  eligible.*  7/hat 
have  you  on  this  Mrs,  Webb?  The  only  thing  I  can  promise  at  this 
time  is  that  she  died  at  the  Martins  home  in  1828.  This  record 
is  in  the  Martin  Bible  owned  by  Mrs.  7/ebb.  The  descendants  of 
James  Nesbit  and  Aaron  Lewis  are  eligible  as  these  families  sett¬ 
led  in  Posey  County  in  1818. 

"Gyp"  the  Percian  cat  has  not  yet  made  up  with  Judith.  He 
tolerates  her  but  does  not  appreciate  her. 

Sister  Nancy  (Nannie  L.)  now  eighty  two  has  given  up  her 
Richmond,  Calif,  home  and  gone  into  the  California  Ch.rist7i.an 
Home.  (Post  Office  Box  128^  San  Gabriel,  Calif.)  She  found 
several  old  friends  there.  Is  delighted  with  it,  and  the  climate 
and  the  family  of  fifty  women  and  eleven  men  who  make  it  their 
home.  Our  neice  Mrs,  Mildred  Nesbit  Bobo  lives  near  and  keeps 
a  close  watch  over  her.  Nannie  says  she  has  no  cares  and  enjoys 
the  freedom  with  nothing  to  do  but  care  for  her  room,  eat,  sleep, 
talk  and  pray. 

Beatrice  did  not  find  Singapore  as  good  for  her  health  as 
upon  her  previous  visit  and  her  husband,  Doctor  Alexander  Opoen- 
Vm1»n  Professor  of  mathematics  at  Raffles  College  brought  her 


' 
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and  their  child,  Judith,  back.  They  flew  to  Chicago  from  San 
Francisco  arriving  November  18th.  The  trip  was  oenefici  It 
Beatrice  and  che  has  steadily  improved  oinoe  returning. 
only  one  meal  no  I  mean  lost  only  one  meal  that  wa„  on  the  air 
Dlan^  Dr.  Oppenheim  hurried  back  catching  a  Japaneeoe  boat 
from  Seattle  Dec.  5,  and  would  be  back  about  on  schedule  being 

°n  Grandma15 Alice  has  been  quite  busy  getting  and  keeping  a  maid. 

I  picked  the  nurse  and  she  stays  and  is  a  good  one.  The  c  y 
serious  trouble  is  keeping  the  grandmother  and  nether  m  tne 
background.  They  insist  on  spoiling  a  very  nice  baby  Beatrice 
ic  assisting  in  the  preparation  of  this ^number.  Don  t  thin 
wc  will  let  her  go  back  to  that  island  for  some  time. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Nesbit  ,my  oldest  brother  is  better  than  last  year. 

Hac  retired  from  his  many  years  as  a  Christian  Minister  and  -i  -o 
now  in  Richmond,  California.  His  wife  underwent  an  operation  for 
tumor  in  San  Francisco  and  is  at  last  accounts,  quite  herseil 
again.  Their  only  daughter  Mary  Carolyn  was  parried  Aug .  5th  ,193b 
to  Thomas  Stephen  Hafey.  They  are  at  home  at  2226  California  &t. 
Berkely , California.  We  wish  them  every  success  and  happiness. 

The  usual  supply  of  choice  nuts  and  fruit  from  brother  Edwnr 
and  his  good  wife'and  a  box  of  maple  sugar  from  Mrs.  Ethel  Dobson 
and  her  nice  family  were  received  and  are  being  enjoyed.  I  nan Kb , 

Dr.  R.  M.  Nesbit  is  expecting  to  soon  have  the  manuscript 
completed  for  a  book  to  be  published  early  next  year,  on  his 
speciality-  urology  -  He  ic  connected  with  Michigan  University. 

His  family  is  fini.  Thanks  Mabel  for  a  nice  tie  and  a  fine  fruit 
cake  and  all  the  other  things. 

Otis  Emerv  Cartmell,  of  Stoutsville,  Mo.  who  lives  on  the  old 
farm  with  his*' mother  who  ic  eighty-two  and  at  last  accounts  was 
spry  and  active  both  mentally  and  physically,  wrote  me  a  gooct 
letter.  He  sent  a  clipping  about  Mrs.  A.J.  Burk,  Kirksville,  Mo. 
treasurer  of  the  Missouri  Daughters  of ^the  American  Revolution 
wanting  information  aoout  the  graves  of  soldiers  of  the  war  oi 
1812.  ^The  society  is  marking  such  graves.  She  wanted  the  locat 
ion  of  Robert  Nesbit’ s  grave.  Charles  E,  Nesbit  is  the  only 
member  of  this  family  who  has  taken  any  interest  in  family  history 
and  at  last  accounts  he  had  not  yet  located ^Robert ’ s  resting  place. 
Robert  was  a  large  land  owner  and  probably  died  in  Lewis  County, 
Missouri.  If  C.  E.  gets  at  it  again  he  will  probably  complete 
(up)  this  family  history.  He  gets  no  help  from  members  of  t  e 
family  better  able  financially  to  do  this,  „ 

I  sent  Mrs.  Burk,  Samuel  Nicbet’s  war  record  and  if  any  ol 
my  family  want  the  same  I  can  supply  it.  He  was  my  grandfather. 
Robert  was  his  brother  John  and  James  of  that  family  arc  listed 
as  1812  soldiers  but  I  know  of  no  record  for  Robert. 

Alice,  Allegra ,  Ella  Vincent  and  I  went  down  to  Furdue  Uni¬ 
versity  last  August  for  a  day  off  and  to  see  the  experimental 
houses.  T.7e  had  a  dinner  with  Frof .  Basal  Montgomery  and  his  good 
wife.  They  have  a  fine  home  and  a  nice  baby-.  He  ic  very  widely 
known  as  an  Entemologict  and  with  continued  good  health  will  bring 
added  fame  for  himself  and  the  Nisbet  family.  He  belongs  to  the 
Posey  county  crowd.  Mr.  Luthur  Thomas  was  in  charge  of  the  houses, 
gave  me  his  father’s  address  and  I  called  on  him  at  Monon,  Indiana 
on  our  way  home.  He  gave  me  Mrs.  Wingert*s  address. 


died 


Mrs.  Dorothy  Young;  wife 


of  Rev.  L.  D.  Young  of  Dallas,  Texas 
She  had  suffered  for  two  years  of  a . heart 
affliction.  She  was  a  marvelous  minister's  wife  and  a  fine  help- 


Nov 


22,  1936 


' 
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mate.  She  was  a  member  of  Leon’s  Congregation  when  he  was  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Charleston,  Indiana.  This  was  in 
his  early  days  of  his  service  as  a  minister  and  she  was  very  help¬ 
ful  and  devoted  to  him  and  to  their  work,  at  Washington,  Iowa, 
Beatrice  and  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  Abbey  Presbyterian  Church  in  Dallas 
Texas.  Leon  was  vice  Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  Ox 
America  recently  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  devout  and 
influential  preachers  in  this  country.  We  share  his  sorrow. 

Clarence  Ruby  Mesbit,  5738  Worth  St.  Dallas,  Texas  sent  me  a 
very  nice  letter.  Thanks.  I  replied  and  asked  some  questions 
to  which  he  has  not  replied.  What  has  become  of  your  Aunt  Mrs. 
Annie  Matthews?  I  have  not  heard  from  her  for  some  time.  She 
sent  me  a  lot  of  interesting  data. 


Mrs.  May  Hardy  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  sent  me  some  data  on  the 
Heriam  Nisbet  family.  She  lihted  as  son  of  Hiram’s  as  Hiram  Lee, 
born  March  23,  1857  with  no  other  notes.  A  postal  card  from  Rev. 
George  Needham,  South  Pueblo,  Colorado,  Feb.  9,  1883  to  my  father 
Samuel  Nesbit  at  Leona  Kansas,  was  sent  to  me  by  my  sister  Nancy 
this  year.  It  cays  "Your  Newphew  Hiram  Lee  Nesbit  is  very  low  at 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  He  sent^for  me  yesterday.  I  received  him 
into  the  M.  E.  Church  South  and  baptized  him  and  dispatched  to 
J.  H.  Matthews  for  $50.00  to  pay  his  bills  and  send  him  home  in 
a  sleeper.  He  thinks  he  can  get  there.  The  doctor  thinks . he 
cannot  live  more  than  ten  days.  He  wants  to  see  his  old  friends 
once  more  and  desires  to  be  buried  with  his  people.  We  hope  to 
send  him  today  if  the  money  comes”  This  might  indicate  that  he 
died  in  1883. 

What  new  material  have  you  found, May?  Can’t  you  find  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  Hiram  Nesbit?  Who  has  one?  I  want  one.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  your  aunt  Anna  Mathews  again. 

Charles  E.  Nesbit  is  teaching  again.  He  was  at  Deepwater,  Mo. 
this  year. 

Irene  Watson,  Monroe  City,  Mo.,  a  grand  daughter  of  Cousin 
Virginia  Kennett,  graduated  from  High  School  Hay  15,  1936.  Thanks 
for  invitation. 

Joseph  Stewart  Reister  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  was  married  to  Miss 
Alice  Genevieve  Daugherty,  daughter  of  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  J. 
Daugherty  of  Floral  Park,  New  York,  Aug.  29th  1936. 

Joseph  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Willie  Reister  of  Lexington, 
Ky.,  Willie  is  a  descendant  of  William  Nisbet  son  of  Samuel  of 
Harrison  County,  Ky .  Congratulations  Joseph, 

NEWSY  LETTERS  FROM  MABEL  MCLAUGHLIN 
Henderson,  Kentucky,  423  North  Main  St. 

Dear  Cousin  Otis:  June  26,  1936 

I  hope  a  letter  from  me  after  such  a  long  silence  will  not 
be  too  much  of  a  chock,  but  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  serious 
occupation  of  knitting.  I  made  Mother  a  black  sweater  and  thought 
it  would  be  suitable  for  cool  summer  evenings.  But  if  cousin  Alic 
starts  "fur  coat"  talk,  just  suggest  that  she  knit  her  a  sweater. 
So  I  got  come  lighter  weight  yarn  and  have  been  hard  at  work  mak¬ 
ing  her  a  sweater  in  one  of  the  new  violet  shades.  It  has  now 
reached  the  point  where  it  is  too  bulky  to  carry  with  me  to  the 
office  on  the  afternoons  I  keep  chop  alone—  wo  with  clear  consc¬ 
ience  I  can  write  you. 


(  . 
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We  enjoyed  cousin  Alice’s  newsy  letter  received  this  spring, 
very  much  indeed,  and  are  glad  to  know  Beatrice  and  Judith  are 
well.  It  is  splendid  that  Allegra  has  the  opportunity  to  contin¬ 
ue  her  college  work  -  I  know  she  is  enjoying  it. 

And  have  I  enjoyed  all  your  family  history  1  You  have  a  great 
deal  more  of  the  Nesbit  energy  than  I  have  -  maybe  due  to  the 
spelling  -  for  look  at  Neva  Newman. 

There  is  very  little  news  I  can  add  at  this  time,  but  I’ll 
try  to  give  you  the  few  bits  I  have,  A  letter,  no  it  was  a  post¬ 
card,  from  Cousin  Sarah  Ann  Reel  and  Edith  Benn  received  the  first 
of  June  stated  that  the  heat  was  too  much  for  Cousin  Sarah  and 
that  they  were  leaving  immediately  for  cooler  places.  So  I  don't 
know  where  they  are  now.  Mother  is  so  susceptible  to  colds  that 
I  feared  the  winter  would  be  too  much  for  Cousin  Sarah,  but  did 
not  expect  our  June  weather  to  get  the  best  of  her.  Of  course 
when  the  weather  gets  extremely  hot,  it  is  quite  hard  on  mother. 

I  think  that  I  told  you  that  Cousin  Kate  Gwaltney  had  passed 
away.  She  was  the  one  who  owned  the  chest  of  drawers,  or  bureau 
I  think  she  called  it,  that  Great  Grandfather  James  Nisbet  made. 

I  think  you'll  recall  her  -  she  was  one  of  the  few  who  would 
take  the  floor  and  talk  at  the  reunions.  Another  regular  attend¬ 
ant,  Cousin  Ed.  Montgomery,  Basil's  father  has  passed  away.  We 
found  him  a  mighty  likable  man. 

Virginia  Nesbit,  Ruth's  sister,  completed  High  School  this 
fall,  I  was  talking  to  Fred  Fisher,  Flora's  son,  last  Sunday, 
and  he  was  regretting  that  Ruth  had  not  undertaken  some  work. 

Fred  was  in  school  with  Ruth,  and  says  she  has  a  wonderfully 
bright  mind.  Ruth  wanted  to  continue  her  education  very  much, 

I  suggested  a  government  examination  but  it  seems  that  some  of 
us  (me'  included)  are  so  much  home-bodies  it  is  hard  to  up-root 
us. 

Fred  is  here  with  an  orchestra  playing  at  our  "leading" 
night  club.  I  say  "leading"  for  it  is  so  much  higher  type  than 
any  of  the  rest  around  here.  The  orchestra  is  made  up  of  boys 
from  the  Normal  at  Terre  Haute,  and  they  are  all  registered  for 
Indiana  University  next  year,  where  they  will  play  to  help  with 
their  expenses.  Fred  Took  dinner  with  us  Sunday  and  spent  the 
afternoon.  It  would  have  done  you  good  to  see  how  interested 
ho  was  and  how  much  he  enjoyed  reading  about  the  Family.  He 
tells  us  he  has  sufficient  credits  to  teach  chemistry,  but  he 
wants  to  complete  his  college  work  at  the  University  next  year 
before  going  to  work.  He  then  plans  to  teach  a  year  and  go  to 
school  a  year  and  so  on  until  he  has  completed  his  medical  course. 
He  has  just  had  his  21st  birthday,  and  as  he  has  stuck  it  out 
for  three  years  at  Normal,  waiting  tables,  clerking  in  Ten  Cent 
Stores,  etc.  he  may  hold  to  his  present  plan,  and  as  he  has 
escaped  one  "near-matrimony",  it  may  work  out.  V/hen  he  finished 
High  School  he  was  very  much  in  love  with  a  little  Cynthiana 
girl,  and  she  with  him,  and  for  a  while  Floral  thought  he  would 
marry  instead  of  continuing  his  education,  as  she  was  urging. 
Finally  she  wrote  me  "love  for  Mother  won",  and  will  you  believe 
it,  when  I  asked  Fred  Sunday  what  had  become  of  the  girl  he  scarce 
ly  remembered  her.  She  is  married,  and  from  all  I  heard  about  it 
I  now  believe  she  was  not  so  much  in  love  with  Fred  as  with  the 
idea  of  being  one  of  the  first  girls  in  her  crowd  to  marry. 

I  think  Floral  is  planning  to  be  in  Henderson  next  Sunday  and 
visit  us  and  have  Fred  with  her. 
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Edith  and  Jim  Kilroy  drove  over  and  spent  the  evening  with 
us  on  the  12th.  Cousin  Hec  did  not  come  as  they  were  all  going 
to  Vincennes  on  the  following  Sunday,  and  they  feared  two  trips 
too  close  together  would  be  too  much  for  her.  They  are  not 
Nicbcts,  but  you* 11  remember  them  I  think, 

Mother  received  a  card  on  her  birthday  from  Uncle  Will  and 
Aunt  Mary  Ann  Endicott,  and  I  hear  they  are  getting  along  all 
right . 

One  of  the  BAR  ladies  called  Lib  early  one  morning  to  tell 
her  that  Mrs.  Ruby  Lafoon  had  become  a  Daughter  on  the  record  of 
James  Nisbet,  and  was  much  disappointed  when  she  learned  that 
Mrs.  Lafoon's  and  our  line  don’t  quite  connect.  Did  I  ever  tell 
you  that  Believe  It  or  Not  Ripley  published  the  picture  of  a  Sir 
Willoughby  Necbit  with  an  account  of  his  many  accidents  and  the 
fact  that  he  lived  to  be  an  old  man  and  died  in  bed.  Among  the 
accidents  was  "had  his  chin  cut  off"  and  that  is  the  nearest  I 
have  ever  come  to  a  chinless  Nesbit  -  no,  it  was  not  Willoughby 
Nesbit,  but  the  other  way  around  Sir  Nesbit  Willoughby,  and  he 
was  an  English  naval  officer. 

Dr.  D.  M.  Short  is  now  resident  physician  at  Boehne  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Hospital  at  Evansville,  Indiana 

I  hear  that  Cousin  Kate  Gwaltney  had  $800  sewed  to  her  cor¬ 
set  when  she  died.  You  know  they  were  badly  hit  by  the  bank  crash 
es  and  she  had  told  her  family  that  if  anything  happened  to  her 
they  were  not  to  destroy  any  of  her  clothing  without  a  thorough 
examination. 

November  21,  1936 

Dear  Cousin  Otis: 

Lib  and  I  were  in  Evansville  Thursday  and  saw  Ethel  Nesbit, 
Clarences  wife,  over  there  shopping.  Calrence  was  over  too, 
but  we  did  not  get  to  see  him. 

The  Huffmans,  Emma,  Dora,  Carrie  and  Walter  drove  over  and 
spent  the  afternoon  with  us  one  Sunday  about  three  weeks  ago. 

They  all  look  well, 

I  mailed  you  a  Cynthiana  Argus  following  the  Reunion,  so  I 
suppose  you  know  they  have  changed  the  place  of  meeting  to  Prince 
ton  for  next  year.  I  don’t  think  the  Nesbits  were  very  well  plea 
ed  with  the  last  one  -  too  many  Endicotts  for  them.  This  was 
only  natural,  as  Great-grandfather  Endicott  had  82  grandchildren 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  so  many,  many  of  the  Nisbet  line 
died  young. 

Ruth  Nesbit  has  been  working  in  Mount  Vernon  some  during  the 
summer,  under  the  Government’s  wheat  Control  Program.  I  have 
tried  to  talk  her  into  taking  a  Government  examination  for  cler¬ 
ical  work,  but  haven't  had  much  success.  Wish  ]  had  during  the 
War,  and  I  believe  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  Ruth.  Virginia, 
who  finished  High  School  in  June,  wants  to  enter  nurses  training, 
Out  is  too  young  as  yet  for  the  hospital  of  her  choice.  Charles 
has  re-enlisted  in  the  Army,  and  the  last  I  heard  was  stationed 
in  West  Virginia.  He  has  a  son,  Jerry  Richard,  born  July  19th. 
Ruth  writes  he  is  a  fine  baby,  and  he  and  his  mother  are  with 
the  mother's  ragouts  in  Poseyville.  Gome  rather  censure  Charles 
for  re-enlist 1 ng,  but  I  think  he  tried  hard  to  get  work,  and  at 
least  in  that  way  he  is  able  to  support  his  family.  He  was  a 
railroader  you  know  and  was  what  they  call  "rolled"  just  a  day 
or  co  after  his  marriage.  I  suppose  you  know  that  if  a  man  has 
been  in  service  longer  than  another  and  wants  his  job  he  can 
make  an  application  for  it,  and  that  other  man  is  "rolled".  Joe 
Showers  married  during  the  spring  or  cummer  -  a  Miss  Beshears, 
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a  ministers  daughter.  Neva  is  hoping  to  have  a  little  daughter 
in  her  home  during  December.  The  boys  are  delighted.  Neva  has 
had  several  stork  showers  given  her  by  her  various  clubs  and  the 
boys  take  great  pleasure  in  the  gifts,  but  can’t  believe  the 
garments  will  be  large  enough.  She  writes  they  are  being  a  wond 
erful  help  to  her.  Flora's  Fred  has  gone  back  to  Terre  Haute  - 
this  will  be  his  last  year  there,  and  Flora  is  working  her  head 
off  with  the  restaurant. 

Mother's  only  living  nephew,  Edward  Rickard  of  Pueblo,  spent 
the  week  end  with  her  during  September.  Of  course  she  enjoyed 
that  very  much.  We  have  been  taking  her  to  a  picture  show  or 
two.  Lib  is  busy  as  can  be  looking  after  the  house  and  her  work 
What  do  you  think  of  her  boss  signing  Denhart's  band  for  $25,000 
Rather  brave  I  think,  but  they  say  Dr.  McCormack  and  Denhart  had 
been  boyhood  friends. 

Do  you  hear  anything  from  Cousin  Sarah  Reel?  I  have  not 
heard  for  a  long  time,  and  neither  have  the  Huff mans. 

Let  us  hear  from  you  when  you  have  time  and  be  sure  and  tell 
us  about  Judith. 

With  love  to  you.  Cousin  Alice  and  Allegra, 

Valporaiso,  Indiana 
December  26,  1936 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  trying  to  trace  my  ancestors  back  to  the  American 
Revolution  and  I  understand  that  you  have  data  regarding  the 
Nesbits' .  I  am  the  grand  daughter  of  Cyrus  Nesbit,  late  of 
Crant  Co.,  Ind.,  near  Swaysee.  I  can  not  trace  the  Nesbits' 
back  further  than  my  grand  father  who  was  born  about  1840,  I 
will'  appreciate  any  information  you  can  give  me  as  I  am  tracing 
this  line  for  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 

Very  sincerely, 

Mrs.  Ernest  Erler 


Have  a  supply  of  recent  picture  pest  cards  of  Nisbet  House 
at  10<£  each  and  of  the  8X10  inch  photograph  of  the  old  pen 
drawing  -  each  $1.00.  All  have  been  pleased  with  it. 


THE  WISE  CHANOETH  -  THE  FOOL  NEVER 

It  was  our  intention  to  send  out  thirty  six  pages  in  this 
edition.  Cant  get  get  it  finished  without  working  at  it  all 
week.  This  we  can  not  do.  We  have  the  stencils  cut.  Will 
mail  it  out  in  three  editions.  Many  would  not  have  time  to 
read  all  if  sent  at  one  time.  You  may  not  like  this  one  and 
will  not  want  the  others.  Address  your  requests  to 

Otis  B0  Nesbit  MeD. 

444  Jackson  St.  Cary,  Indiana 
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FROM  A  DISTINGUISHED  ENGLISHMAN 


To  my  American  Kinsmen,  and  To  the  Nisbets  who 
live  overseas--no  matter  how  the  name  be  spelt 


At  the  kind  invitation  of  some  of  your  number  I  am  happy  to 
send  a  message  of  good  greetings  to  all  those  who  are  linked  with 
the  name  of  Nisbet  of  that  Ilk,  one  of  the  oldest  of  Scottish 
Eorder  -families  whose  roots  go  back  into  the  early  ages  of  Scot¬ 
land's  history.  Some  of  you  will  have  visited  Scotland,  Others, 
no  doubt,  with  Scottish  blood  in  your  veins  will  be  well  versed 
in  the  romantic  legends  and  stirring  history  of  that  beloved 
country,  which  more  than  any  other  has  sent  her  sons  out  into 
every  corner  of  the  world  for,  as  one  has  said,  "The  Scots  are 
the  wanderers  of  the  earth,  th^y  S°  about  forming  links". 

Wanderers ,  yes,  but  with  a  love  for  their  native  land  which  is 
strong  and  undying.  And  what  a  land l  Beautiful  landscapes,  glori¬ 
ous  vistas,  gorgeous  scenery  there  may  be  in  every  country  of  the 
globe;  yet  can  anything  quite  match  that  strange  alluring  charm  of 
Scotia,  or  is  it  only  a  Scot  who  knows  and  feels  the  br eatn-taking 
beauty  and  loveliness  of  the  land  that  to  him  is  Home? 


Wild  and  lonely,  says  the  "foreigner,"  of  the  Hi _hlands  when 
he  travels  through  the  misty  glens,  gaunt  mountains  rearing  in 


silence  all  round  him,  so  that  he  listens  the 


more 


to  the  gurgling 
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of  running  water  rippling  down  the  mountain-side  like  a  silver 
ribbon,  tossing  its  diamond  sparkles  in  the  air;  only  the  delicate 
primroses  peeping  out  among  last  year's  yellowed  bracken  to  remind 
him  of  the  homeliness  of  cottage  gardens  in  the  farther  south. 


And  the  Lowlands l  Might  they,  too,  not  seem  barren  to  one 
accustomed  to  the  richer  foliage,  the  luxuriant  woods  and  pictur¬ 
esque  villages  in  the  warmer  south?  Yet  there  are  many  wno  love 


the  rolling  uplands 


heather-sweet  air  of  the  Lammermuirs, 


the 


Eildons,  St.  Mary's  Loch,  or  the  more  desolate  Cheviot  Hills  v/ith 
veils  of  drifting  snow--and  entrancing  sight  on  a  climb  up  Dirring- 
ton  Great  Law  in  the  early  days  of  spring. 


Full  well  we  know  how  much  has 
silvery  windings  of  Tweed.  Driving 
glimpse  it  flowing  past  the  ruins  of 
through  Coldstream.  We  cross  it  by 


been  written  and  sung  of  the 
through  the  Border  shires  we 
Norham  Castle  and,  higher  up, 
Rennie's  bridge  at  Kelso  where 


. 
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/UJ 

. 

, 


it  meanders  by  the  lav/ns  of  Floors  Castle,  seat  of  the  Duke  of 
Roxburgho ,  so  close  to  the  roadside  that  one  can  picnic  on  its 
banks;  or  again  as  wo  pass  through  Dryburgh  and  over  the  bridge 
on  the  high  road  to  Selkirk  where  its  swiftly  running  waters  far 
beneath  us  are  a  favoured  haunt  of  fishermen*  A  lovely,  companion¬ 
able  river t  \7c  are  glad  to  echo  the  praise  of  these  who  sing  of 
’’Bonnie  Tweed”,  Indeed  we  would  probably  find  ourselves  in  accord 
with  the  feelings  of  the  great  Border  bard,  Sir  Walter  Scott,  as 
v iq  take  the  river  road  from  Galashiels  to  Melrose  and  pause  at  the 
very  spot  where  on  his  journey  home  he  asked  the  carriage  to  wait 
while  he  gazed  for  the  last  time  on  his  favourite  view--the  banks 
of  Tweed,  burnished  by  the  rich  tones  of  copper  beech  and  every 
autumn  hue,  the  blue  waters  of  the  winding  river,  and,  far  off, 
his  much- loved  Gild  on  Hills. 

This  was  the  countryside  to  which  I  came  when,  by  happy  for¬ 
tune,  I  found  myself  in  the  spring  of  1935  the  resident  of'  Nisbet 
House,  ancient  home  of  my  forefathers,  the  spot  from  which  the 
first  of  the  name  became  "of  Nisbet”;  or,  as  it  is  termed  in  the 
Royal  Charters,  "de  eodem” ,  in  other  words  "of  that  Ilk,” 


I  knew  of  the  house,  of  course,  and  my  family* 


,  ±»u.*xj  s  connection 

pages  of  the  diary  of  my  great-grand - 


with  it  from  the  yellowed 

father,  Samuel  Nisbet,  whose  name  by  a  slip  was  spoiled  "Nesbitt" 
in  the  government  document  appointing  him  Secretary  of  the  Bahamas, 


He  related  in  brief  the 
other  things  of  Thomas, 
married  Isobel  Cholmloy 
was  "descended  from  the 
Scotland”,  • 


history  of  the  family,  telling,  amongst 
City  Chamberlain  and  Lie  reliant  of  York  who 
with  Plantagenet  blood  in  her  veins  and 
family  of  Sir  Philip  Nisbet  of  that  Ilk  in 


Those  of  you  who  have  seen  the  brochure  describing  the  memori¬ 
al  I  erected  in  1934  to  Alexander  Nisbet  the  Herald  in  Greyfriars 
Church  Edinburgh,  will  know  something  of  the  house  which  is  illus¬ 
trated  there.  Driving  the  fifteen  miles  from  Be  rvvic,*-  on-Tweed ,  as 
I  used  to  do  after  a  night's  journey  from  London,  one  catches  a 
sight  of  Nisbet  through  the  trees,  just  a  glimpse  of  the  grey  walls 
of  the  \.'est  Tower,  and  then  crossing  the  bridge  over  the  Blackadder 
a  trout  stream  on  the  lands  of  Nisbet,  the  mansion  is  for  a  moment 
full  view  before  it  is  again  lost  to  sight  by  the  thick  trees 
on  the  avenue.  But  as  the  car  slips  cut  from  among  the  trees  on 
to  the  wide  gravelled  path  that  leads  to  the  door,  the  sight  of  the 
parks  beyond  the  lawn  stretching  to  the  north  and  to  the  south, 
the  great  beech  trees  and  oaks  and  sycamores  in  the  walled  garden 
to  the  east,  and  perhaps  on  a  clear  day  the  distant  Cheviots- -all 
tiicse  fill  one  with  a  sense  of  the  spaciousness  of  it  all,  un¬ 
expected  in  a  place  so  secluded. 


It  was  with  mi 
by  the  low  door  cut 
the  sherif f-depute 
Border  lore  who  had 
his  father  before  h 
ing  as  he  did  every 
the  spirit  of  the  o 
spiral  staircase  bu 
up  to  the  'first  flo 
room,  with  a  small 


xed  feelings  that  I  first  crossed  the  threshold 
in  one  of  the  turrets.  I  was  accompanied  by 
of  Berwickshire,  a  man  deeply  interested  in 
lived  all  his  life  on  the  lands  of  Nisbet  and 
im.  To  him  Nisbet  meant  a  great  deal  and  knovw- 
bit  of  its  past  history,  he  sympathised  with 
ccasion.  Me  had  entered  on  ground  level.  The 
ilt  in  the  square  tower  on  the  north  front  led 
cr  and  a  long  corridor  brought  us  to  the  dining- 
gun-room  leading  off  it;  from  which  by  a  balcony 


' 


■ 


and  a  few  stone  steps  one  could  reach  the  Ladies'  Garden,  a  walled 
triangle  of  lawn  and  rose-beds,  the  pleasantest  spot  on  a  mid¬ 
summer's  day. 


It  was  nearly  throe  hundred  years  since  a  Nisbet  had  livid 


no me  seemed 


in  that  house.  The  prospect  of  a  long  stay  in  the  old 
infinitly  worth  while.  I  looked  forward  to  roaming  through  the 
corridors,  turrets  and  towers  of  the  old  mansion,  making  dis¬ 
coveries  and  seeking  the  underground  passage  which  legend  said  had 


been  used 


moans 


would  find  the 


of  escape  in  the  days  of  Border  battles.  I 

whore 

I 

little  church  in  the  village  of  Swinton,  a  few  miles 


was  determined  to  search  the  tombstones  of  the  burial  vault 
the  stone  bearing  the  arms  of  Sir  Alexander  Nisbet  reposed. 


across  the  fields,  birthplace  of  Katherine  Swinton  who  had  married 
Sir  Alexander  and  helped  him  to  build  this  castle  waich  to  them 
was  home.  I  would  go  to  Ddrom,  where  later  Nisbets  worshipped, 
and  s the  stables  in  the  churchyard,  each  bearing  the  name-plate 
of  the  neighbouring  families  of  b odd or burn,  Kimmerghame,  Nisbet 
and  Swinton. 


Eut  I  must  no  longer  indulge  in  reminiscences.  I  feel  sure 
that  some  of  you  will  already  know  much  about  Nisbet  House  from 
dear  old  Doctor  Nesbitt  whom  my  wife  and  I  were  happy  to  have  on 
a  visit.  He  was  so  thrilled  about  it  all  that  I  believe  he  wrote 
fully  to  his  American  friends  giving  an  account  of  his  stay. 

For  others,  who  may  not  have  s~en  the  little  booklet  describ¬ 
ing  Nisbet,  I  quote  the  following: 

"The  House--or iginally  called  Nisbet  Castle,  in  some  docu¬ 
ments  Nisbet  House  and  in  one  the  Place  of  Nisbet--is  situate  on 
the  lands  of  Nisbet,  two  miles  south  of  Duns,  the  county  town  of 
Berwickshire.  The  entrance  gate  is  on  the  road  which  leads  to 
the  River  Tweed  and  the  Border,  t  n  miles  distant.  . 

It  was  built  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I  by  Sir  Alexander 
Nisbet  of  that  Ilk  with  /the  aid  of  his  wife  Dame  Katherine  Swinton 
on  the  foundations  of  the  old  Castle  of  Nisbet  which  had  stood 
there  for  many  centuries. 

It  is  a  fine  characteristic  specimen  of  the  picturesque  style 
of  castellated  architecture  which  prevailed  in  Scotland  during  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  is  in  a  state  of  complete  preservation. 
Signs  of  defence  are  visible  in  the  numerous  shot-holas,  and  the 
burn  that  curves  across  the  park  is  evidence  of  the  moat  which 
one  time  surrounded  the  castle,  ' 

In  1774  the  arrangements  of  the  castle  were  remodelled  and  a 
square  tower  was  added  at  the  western  end.  An  entrance  door  was 
provided  on  the  south  side,  which  is  now  the  front  of  the  house. 

A  full  description  is  given  by  MacGibbon  and  Ross  in  thedr  authori¬ 
tative  work  The  Castellated  and  Domestic  Architecture  of  Scotland. 
In  a  more  recent  bock,  The  Fortalices  and  Parly  Mansions  of 
Southern  Scot  land , 1400- 1650 ,  by  Nigel  G.  Tranter,  F.5.A.,  published 
1SC5,  there  is  a  small  sketch  and  account  of  Nisbet  House, 

Sir  Alexander  Nisbet  was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Philip  .Nisbet 
who  married  in  1562  Dlizabeth  Haldane,  daughter  of  John  Haldane  of 
Cl  one  agios ,  Perthshire,  v.horo  Brodrick  Chinnery-Haldane  is  to-day 
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the  present  laird.  According  to  Niebet's  Heraldry,  Sir  Alexander 
*Y;as  most  signally  conspicuous  for  his  bright  parts  and  dutiful 
loyalty  to  his  Sovereign  King  Charles,'  and,  in  his  own  words, 
'suffered  most  sadly  both  in  his  person  and  estate  to  the  utter 
ruin~  and  undoing  of  himself,  family  and  children.' 


Y.'ith  the  defeat  of  the  Royalist  cause,  the  lands  of  Nisbet 
wore  lost  to  the  family  and  though,  after  years  of  exile,  Sir 
Alexander  in  1660  petitioned  King  Charles  II  for  restoration  of 
his  estate,  it  finally  passed  into  ether  hands. 

The  stone  bearing  the  Nisbet  arms,  placed  over  the  entrance 
by  Sir  Alexander,  though  removed  from  its  position,  still  reposes 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation  in  the  burial  vault  adjoining  the* 
house . " 


the 


All  these  long  years  since  1660  no  Nisbet  had  lived  within 
walls  of  the  old  castle  but  new  at  last  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Sir  Philip--oighth  in  the  direct  line--was  a.ain  to  occupy 
Using  the  language  of  the  Lord  Lyon  King  of  Arms  who  wrote 
just  before  I  arrived  at  Nisbet,  "it  must  be  with  a  thrill 
pride  you  will  walk  across  the  threshold  and  take  possession  of 
your  ancient  home".  I  say  it  was  indeed  a  thrill 
realisation  of  a  dream  and  a  hope  that  had  long  be 
was  marvellous. 


to 

of 


it . 

mo 


to  achieve  the 
en  with  me.  It 


Ly  message  to  each  of  you  is  one  of  goodwill  and  happiness 
duri’ng  the  years  that  are  to  come.  May  the  tie  long  continue 
which  binds  all,  however  remotely  connected  to  the  ancient  family 
of  Nisbet  of  that  Ilk. 


New  Club, 
7d inburgh 


December,  1936 


Robt.  C.  Nesbitt 
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Folio  No.  87 
(a  prose-poem) 

WOOD  SMOKE! 


W  H  Y  ? 

(An  appreciation  to  Dr.  0.  B.Nesbit,  by  Alfred  Berry  Endicott-  one 
of  the ' Nisbcto  of  Indiana . Claremont,  California,  April,  1935) 

Some  things  lie  within  -  some,  beyond  my  ken; 

Of  each  I  have  tried  to  draw  a  picture  with  my  pen. 
*************************************************** 


WOOD  SMOKE! 

The  delicious  odor  of  it  floats  in  to  me  upon  the  air . 

coming  from  , ,  I  know  not  where. 

Lying  here  upon  my  bed  ..  ill  ..I,  thru  my  window,  have 
but  a  circumscribed  view  ..  always  much  the  same,  yet  ever  new. 

Eh!  maybe  it  is,  you'd  like  to  see  it  to! 

Close  by,  a  brilliant  starry  Poinsettia  nods  to  me  thru  the 
window  panes(tho' ' tis  California's  Christmas  flower,  it  still 
with  me  remains.)  Grouped  near-by  are  so  many  things  ..  a 
Flowering  Quince  gleams  pink-red  ..  beside  it  a  Golden  Poppy 
lifts  its  head  ..  Cotoneasters ,  with  their  orange  berries  for 
the  birds  ..  Coreopsis,  its  petals  shining  like  molten  gold  .. 
Roses  too,  deep  red  and  gorgeous  pink  ..  Incense  Cedars,  dark- 
green  (transplanted,  when  they  were  tiny  little  trees,  from  six 
thousand  feet  up  the  mountain  side,  by  me)  stand  nigh  ..  above 
them  the  Sycamores  lift  their  heads  high.  Orange,  lemon,  Lime, 
Apricot  and  Plum  trees  stand  within  my  sight.  Guavos ,  too, 

Cypress  hedge,  a  Palm,  Pines  and  a  gigantic  Deodar  (its  highermost 
tip  seems  reaching  for  a  star),  while  far  out  beyond,  last  but 
not  least  of  all,  I  see,  in  delicate  tracery  across  the  sky, 
the  outflung  branches  of  an  Eucalypti. 

WOOD  SMOKE! 

The  delicious  odor  of  it  floats  in  to  me  upon  the  air., 
coming  from  ..  out  there  somewhere.  Then  it  is,  I  see  it,, 
a  slender  shaft  weaving  its  upward  way,  from  out  this  Sylvan 
scene,  then  coming  drifting  in  to  me,  here,  where  I  must  stay. 


Strangely  enough,  tho'  all  this  beauty  lies  before  my  eves., 
its  loveliness  enhanced  by  grey-blue  skies.,  tho'  the 
Cragrance  of  the  flowers,  shrubs  and  trees,  mixed  with  the  small 
of  burning  wood,  comes  in  on  the  breeze,  it  is  the  sight  of  that 
shaft  of  smoke  that  far,  far  different  things  makes  me  see., 
that  sends  me  into  a  deep  reverie  .,  like  as  a  shutter  it  hides 
the  here  and  now  ..  wafts  me  back  thru  time  and  space,  to  other 
years,  their  setting,  another  place. 


where 


smoke 


BECAUSE,  perhap 
which  I  first  see  is  a  fireplace 
a  chimney  great  and  tall  , .  in  it 


is  there  must  be  fire,  that 
in  a  wall,  deep-throated  beneath 
,  an  immense  log  lies  at  the 


♦  • 
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back  while  lesser  ones  on  the  andirons  are  piled  high,  from  out 
of  which  the  juices  sizzle  and  fry.  Outside,  wintry  winds  are 
blowing  hard  ..  I  near  the  moanings  of  the  barren  limbs  of 
copper-beech  and  ash  ..  it  seems  they  must  and  will  crash.  At 
that  about  those  trees  I  seem  not  much  concerned,  f or comfort ^ 
ably  seated  in  an  old,  old  chair,  I  am  more  interested  in  what  it 
to  be  seen  before  me  there  . .  a  massive  pile  ..a  great  house 
hoarv  with  age,  stands  outlined  within  the  roaring  fire  ..  familiar 
to  me  It  applars  to  be  ...  :tis  NISBET  House  in  Berwickshire! 

Rising  high  are  its  minarets  and  towers  ,.  square  and  round,  grey 
and  dark,  except  when  illumined  by  a  brilliant  spark.  I  see 
it  as  tho’  T  were  looking  on  it  from  without  ..  yet,  it  is  within 
it  I’m  citting  there  alone  ..  there  in  that  great  house  of 
stone.  In  the  firelight’s  glow  I  see  Escutcheons,  covered  wit 
armorial  bearings,  d isplayed ^ upon  the  walls  ..portraits  of  famed 
men  and  fair  ladies  are  hanging  thruout  the  hallo. 


Then  it  is,  I  hear  voices 
know  that  members  of  the  ’Clan1 
some  by  way  of  a  secret  passage 
great  door.  No  longer 
me  about,  like  a  cloud 
of  folks  of  whom  I  felt 
are  ..  they,  who  come 
they  are,  who  do  honor 
oirth.  From  behind  me 


towers,  come  the  mothers,  wives ,  daughters , 
hearts  of  those  men  to  voice  loving  welcome 
back  from  out  the  bog  and  fen.  Some  will 
back  . .  they  who  had  fallen  in  the  wars .  or 
because  of  their  faith 
maybe  it  is,  after  all, 

Confused,  I  wonder  ..  iQ 


clanking  of  armor  ..  footsteps., 
are  coming  in  from  off  the  Moor.. 
. .  others  are  entering  thru  the 
am  I  there  alone  . .  MY  people  encompass 
never  before  have  I  looked  upon  a  group 
so  Proud.  Strong  men  they 

in  and  gather  around  that  hearth  • •  men, 
to  the  land  and  place  that  gave  them 
adown  the  winding  stairs  within  the 


sis 


ters  and  sweet- 
to  they  who  had  come 
not  have  come 
had  suffered  death 

.  yet,  yet  they  seem  to  be  there  ..  but 
what  of  them  I  see  is  only  their  wraith, 
any  of  this  real  . .  are  these  MY 


ople  real,  or  are  they  only  the  Ghosts  of  tho 
centuries  walked  amidst  the  Scottish  heather  .. 
or  defeat  ..  thru  fair  or  stormy  weather!! 


O 


who  in  by-gone 
thru  Victory 


WOOD  SMOKE! 

The  delicious  odor  of  it  ..  taking  me  on  a  journey  into 
the  past  ..  painting  for  me  a  picture  that  will  forever  last 

but  why ! 1 

True  it  is,  that  upon  my  wall  there  hangs  an  etching  of 
that  old  Ancestral  Hall,  Nisbet  house  . .  true  too,  that 
stories  about  it  rest  within  my  conscious  mind.,  likewise 
true  ,  from  these  things  I  might  some  reaction,  like  as  the 
above,  find,  but  WOOD  SMOKE  ..  just  a  slender  shaft  of  it 
weaving  its  upward  way  toward  the  sky  ..  why,  because  of  IT 
should  ghosts  walk  the  earth  like  men  ...why  should  time  and 
distance  pass  away,  and  I  all  this  feel,  and  see,  and  hear, 
while  I  am  lying  here  ...  WHY?? 

All  this  is  beyond  my  ken  and  as  this  narrative  flows  £ 
from  my  pen  ,*  I’m  wondering,  still  wondering,  nHI?? 

ONE  of  the  Niebets  of  Indiana. 


t. 
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LETTERS  FROM  A  GOOD  NISBET0L0GI3T 
215  N.  Prince  Street*  Princeton,  Ind. 

Dear  Relative: 

We  want  to  thank  you  for  the  beautiful  "Nesbit  Tie"  in  plaid ^ 
that  you  cent  me*  It  is  very  pretty  and  I  am  glad  to  have  it  and 
Nesbit  was  pleased  to  receive  a  piece  of  the  cloth.  Please  ex¬ 
cuse  my  delay  in  sending  my  thanks  as  I  have  been  very  busy  and 
wa3  called  to  Feoria,  Ill.  to  perform  a  marriage  ceremony  for  the 
daughter  of  Ur.  and  Mrs .  James  C.  Smith  whom  I  married  June  15, 

1935.  Think  the  daughter,  a  beautiful  and  an  accomplished 
young  woman,  thought  I  did  such  a  good  job  on  the  parents,  she 
wanted  me  to  do  the  same  for  her  and  I  hope  it  may  turn  out  that 
way.  Her  husband  is  with  the  V/estern  Electric,  Chicago  and  they 
are  to  make  their  home  there, 

Mrs.  Nesbit  and  I  have  read  with  great  interest  "  Your  Nesbit 
Family  Letter"  Thanks  for  sending  it  to  us.  ‘I  am  sure  that  Mrs. 
Galen  C.  Hartman,  Belief ield  Dwellings,  4400  Center  Ave.,  Pitsburgh, 
Pa,  writer  of  the  Nesbit,  Taggart,  Porter  and  Ross  Families  of  Pa. 
would  be  pleased  to  receive  a  copy.  When  !  took  dinner  with  her 
and  her  husband  Nov.  12th.  She  expressed  the  desire  to  get  a 
communication  with  you.  She  is  a  Nesoit  descendant. 

Our  daughter  Esther  was  home  for  the  holiday  vacation  and  her 
mother  gave  her  a  1936  Dodge  Coupe  for  a  Christmas  present  which 
she  drove  back  to  her  school  at  Hartford  City,  Indiana.  She  has 
been  walking  between  six  and  seven  miles  two  days  in  the  week 
beside  being  on  her  feet  and  going  up  and  down  stairs  to  teach 
her  classes  in  the  High  School  and  Grade  buildings;  so  she  needed 
a  car  badly.  She  had  an  operation  for  Apendecitis  June  6th.  dur¬ 
ing  the  vacation;  but  came  out  of  it  nicely.  She  is  on  her  5th 
year  as  a  supervisor  of  Music  and  so  is  afraid  she  may  not  be  re- 
employed  as  her  school  board  has  been  dropping  teachers  after 
five  years  to  prevent  their  becoming  "Tenure  Teachers",  If  you 
should  learn  of  a  school  wishing  a  musical  supervisor  she  would 
be  pleased  to  apply  and  she  can  furnish  the  best  of  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

Leonard  has  a  very  heavy  practice  at  Anderson,  Indiana,  really 
more  than  he  ought  to  do.  He" drove  down  here  the  first  of  November 
for  a  few  days  rest  and  turned  over  his  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat 
patients  to  the  two  other  ENT  men  in  the  city  for  a  week, 

Freston  started  to  practice  general  medicine  at  Arlington, 

Texas  the  middle  of  last  August;  but  he  is  having  it  rather  hard 
to  get  started;  is  gaining  some  each  month. 

'•Vith  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  for  the  New  Year  I  am, 

Very  Cordially  Yours, 

John  Pratt  Nesbit 


February  12,  1936. 


Dear  Cousin  Otic: 

Your  letter  of  January  18th.  received  and  I  want  to  thank 
you  for  61‘fering  in  any  way  you  can  to  help  my  daughter  get  a 
position  as  Music  Supervisor  in  case  she  is  let  out  at  Hartford 
City,  Ind,  because  of  the  "Tenure  Law",  Had  a  letter  from  her 
stated  she  expected  to  learn  her  fate  soon  and  if  she  was  not 
accepted  as  a  tenure  she  would  write  to  Mr.  M.  I.  Snyder,  Direct 
of  Music  in  Gary.  I  rather  fear  she  is  hoping  against  hope  as 
the  policy  of  the  Hartford  City  Board  has  been  to  drop  a  teacher 
no  matter  how  good  rather  than  let  them  become  tenures.  She  has 
worked  hard  for  the  music  in  the  schools  there;  planned  her  work 
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John  Rravx  —  February  12,  1936 

well  and  has  insisted  on  the  teachers  giving  the  lessons  she  assign 
ed  so  that  practically  all  the  pupil3  above  the  sixth  grade  can 
read  music;  she  has  the  credit  of  improving  the  music  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  schools  and  the  churches  and  she  is  popular  with  children  and 
r.he  patrons.  ' 

When  returning  from  Anderson  last  September  we  called  on 
Hi6S  Mary  Nesbit  at  Allisonville ;  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  with 
her.  She  said  she  had  a  cousin  living  in  Borbon  County,  Kentucky, 
that  had  looked  up  records  on  her  family  but  I  have  not  gotten  in 
touch  with  her  to  ask  for  her  records  or  a  copy  of  them  rather. 

nhe  only  record  I  have  ever  found  out  about  them  is  this  —  "That 

on  Aug,  20,  1798  William  Nesbit  of  Borbon  Co.  Ky.  sold  a  farm 
•*,o  John  Mear.s  in  Huntington  Twp.,  Westmoreland  Co.  Fa1.'  Record 
fol.  4.  page  88,  Grantee  Book  of  Westmoreland  Co.  This  seems  to 
indicate  that  Wm.  Nesbet,  possibly  the  father  of  the  names  you 
mention,  William,  Jeremiah,  Samuel,  Thomas,  Nathan  and  Robert 
but  this  is  only  conjecture.  It  would  seem  to  indicate  that  Wm. 
Nesbet  had  moved  from  Westmoreland  Co.  l- a.  to  Borboun  Co.  Ky. 
and  later  cold  his  farm  in  Westmoreland  Co.  Just  as  ray  Grand¬ 
father  John  Nesbit  and  great-grandfather,  Wm,  Nisbet  sold  their 
farms -in  Fairfield  Twp.  Westmoreland  Co.  Pa.  after  moving  to 
Summit  Co.  Ohio  as  the  records  at  Greensburgh  Fa.  show. 

On  Oct.  28,  1933  I  received  a  letter  from  Attorney  A.  G. 

Nesbit,  Henry  W.  Oliver  Bldg.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  sending  me  a  copy 
of  a  letter  written  70  years  ago  by  Robert  Nesbitt  who  was  at  the 
time  of  writing  75  years  old  giving  what  he  knew  about  the  Nesbit 
Family  in  the  U.  S.  I  made  several  copies  and  I  think  I  sent  you; 
but  only  have  one  left,  Robert  speaks  of  the  families  coming 
from  Scotland  and  north  Ireland,  says  one  branch  settled  in 
Washington  Co,  Maryland,  some  of  whom  came  to  Hagerstown  and 
that  Johnathan  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  He  cays  his 
family  settled  in  Westmoreland  Co., Pa,  His  father’s  name  was 
lames  and  his  brothers  were  John  ,  Johnathan,  Nathaniel  and  Allen. 

’hese  names  run  thru  the  family  until  we  lose  all  knowledge  of 
tneir  relationships".  I  sraw  the  records  of  land  bought  and  sold 
:n  Westmoreland  Co,  Pa.  at  Greensourg  by  John  Nesbitt  1796,  James 
^'esbitt  1796,  John  Nesbit  1818,  Nathaniel  Nesbit  1818.  JohnNoble 
Nesbit  1829  and  Wm.  Nesbit,  Borbon  Co.  1798,  There  seems  to  have 
been  three  different  families  of  Nesbit  who  settled  in  Westmore¬ 
land  Co,  Pa.  in  different  twps .  but  possibly  all  were  related, 

I  think  my  Great-grandfather  came  there  to  get  a  grant  of  land 
ac  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 

I  have  a  very  interesting  letter  from  Mrs.  Blanche  Hartman 
connecting  the  Nesbits  with  the  royal  family  of  Scotland  who  des¬ 
cended  from  Sir  Alexander  Nisbet  I  would  loan  you  if  you  cared  to 
see  it  and  make  a  copy. 

When  I  was  a  boy  of  seven  I  had  a  school  teacher  by  the  name 
of  John  Berry,  he  was  lame  in  one  limb,  it  was  a  country  school 
near  Bloomington i ilndiana.  He  gave  me  a  little  book  at  the  close 
of  school  I  still  have  but  I  was  not  always  in  his  favor.  I  re¬ 
member  his  giving  me  the  only  whipping  I  ever  received  in  school 
for  not  coming  back  in  school  as  promptly  as  I  should  when  he  had 
excused  me.  He  had  a  rod  over  the  black  board  and  before  whipping 
me  he  said  "Johnny  I  will  have  to  give  you  a  little  beech  tea." 

'So  ho  led  me  up  in  front  of  the  scholars  and  began  to  apply  it  to 
my  legs.  I  danced  around  and  cried  like  he  was  killing  me,  so 
only  got  a  half  dozen  of  so  strokes  around  my  legs. 
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John  rratt  -  February  12,  1936  (continued) 

I  knew  there  was  a  Nesbit  from  Illinois  who  was  a  member  of 
congress  a  few  years  ago;  think  he  was  a  labor  leader,  but  I 
did  not  know  there  was  a  Nesbit  in  the  White  House.  Hon.  Scott 
Nesbit  who  belong  to  our  family  was  Assistant  U.  S.  Treasurer 
Under  president  Cleveland:  he  is  now  deceased,  I  called  on  him 
at  Cairo  Hotel  7/ashington  D.  C.  while  he  was  living;  he  was  a 
gracious  and  fine  man.  He  had  a  cousin  who  was  a  noted  insurance 
man  and  planed  the  insurance  system  used  by  the  U.  S.  government 
during  the  World  War.  His  name  was  Charles  F.  Nesbit,  he  lived 
and  died  in  Washington  where  his  father,  a  lawyer  ran,  a  Real 
Estate  Agency  became  wealthy.  I  have  a  copy  of  a  book  Charles 
wrote  on  his  branch  of  the  Nesbit  Family  and  I  believe  you  have 
one  and  if  not  I  think  you  could  get  one  from  his  son  Frank  Nesbit, 
an  attorney  in  Washington  D.  D.  A  year  ago  Frank  went  to  Scotland 
and  visited  Berwickshire. 

My  wife  took  a  severe  cold  three  or  four  weeks  ago  and  has 
had  a  severe  cough  which  is  some  better;  but  bothers  her  when 
she  gets  up  in  the  morning.  Our  little  grand -daughter ,  Miriam, 
Leonard’s  only  child  has  been  quite  sick  with  tonsilitis  but  is 
better,  Aloria  Leonard’s  Tife  hs.d  a  bad  cold;  rest  all  well. 

Leonard  very  busy  and  Preston’s  practice  has  picked  up  con¬ 
siderably  in  December  and  January.  He  is  at  Arlington  Texas. 

I  had  only  four  funerals  in  1935  and  only  one  of  those  in  my 
congregation;  but  I  have  had  five  since  first  of  the  year  and 
another  tomorrow  afternoon  with  three  of  the  six  members;  three 
of  the  funerals  last  week,  Two  years  ago  I  had  thirteen  deaths 
in  the  congregation,  the  most  in  my  fourteen  years  as  pastor  here. 

Give  my  kindest  regards  to  your  wife  and  daughter.  I  called 
cn  the  relative  Mrs.  Been  and  daughter  a  few  days  ago.  Although 
93  years  old  she  seems  to  be  quite  well  but  she  did  not  enjoy 
the  cold  weather.  As  soon  as  weather  gets  warmer  they  expect 
to  go  to  Cynthiana  for  awhile  and  she  would  like  to  go  back  to 
Kentucky  before  returning  to  California. 

Very  cordially  yours, 

John  Pratt  Nesbit 


June  2,  1936 


Dear  Cousin  Otis: 

Started  a  letter  to  you  several  days  ago;  but  failed  to  get 
it  written.  Have  been  very  busy  as  we  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
sickness  in  the  congregation;  meetings  to  attend,  presbytery  and 
now  Vacation  Bible  School  and  four  Bible  Studies  for  the  Young 
Peoples  Prcsbyterial  tc  prepare. 

Esther  got  home  from  Hartford  City,  Indiana  last  Friday.  The 
board  there  gave  her  a  raise  and  employed  her  for  another  year, 
making  her  a  tenure  teacher;  so  she  does  not  have  to  look  for  a 
school.  The  Music  Supervisor  of  our  Princeton  School  was  married 
the  first  of  May  and  this  leaves  this  place  open.  We  hear  they 
have  fifteen  applications;  but  Esther  is  not  one  of  them.  She 
plans  to  attend  cummer  school  and  start  working  for  her  masters 
Degree . 


Mrs.  Nesbit  attended  the  General  Woman's  Missionary  Convent¬ 
ion  at  St.  Louis  May  22nd.  to  26th.  and  then  came  down  to  Sparta, 
Ill.  my  former  charge.  I  drove  over  for  her  and  we  had  a  nice 
visit  with  former  friends  and  get  home  last  Friday  before  Esther 
arrived . 

Leonard,  wife  and  baby  came  down  Saturday  afternoon;  but  had 
to  return  to  Anderson  Sabbath  afternoon  as  he  had  an  operation 
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John  Pratt  Nesbit  (continued)  June  2,  1936. 

Monday  morning.  He  is  kept  very  busy  although  there  arc  two 
other  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  men  in  Anderson.  He  is  taking 
care  of  most  of  the  cases  that  used  to  go  to  Indianapolis. 

Preston  did  very  well  at  Arlington  Texas  from  December  to 
April;  but  since  May  his  practice  has  been  light;  but  he  likes 
it  very  much  and  has  been  urging  us  to  come  to  Dallas  for  the 
Texas  Centenial;  he  is  only  18  miles  beyond  Dallas. 

I  enjoyed  the  letter  from  Mrs.  Ethel  Nesbit  Dobson  and  think 
it  would  be  fine  if  you  could  spend  part  of  the  summer  vacation 
on  the  Ottawa  River;  but  this  would  be  out  of  the  question  for 
me  that  last  two  weeks  of  August  when  she  suggests  it  is  open 
if  we  cro  to  Arlington  Texas  as  Preston  desires  so  earnestly. 

Will  copy  what  she  has  written  about  Linda  Nesbitt  and  Louis 
Marino  Nesbit  as  I  wish  to  preserve  it.  . 

Should  you  be  coming  to  the  reunion  at  Cynthiana  next  Aug¬ 
ust  we  would  like  to  have  you  spend  a  night  with  us. 

I  wrote  a  letter  today  to  a  Professor  Russel  Nelson  of  Saint 
James  School,  near  McConnelsburgh,  Pa.  He  is  a  descendent  of 
Thomas  Nisbet  one  of  the  five  brothers  who  came  to  "Penn  Land" 
in  1728;  He  was  also  related  to  Francis  Nesbit  Family.  Francis 
was  a  brother  of  my  great-grandfather,  Wm  Nisbet  at  whose  grave 
the  government  placeed  a  stone  one  year  ago  as  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution, 

Give  my  kindest  regards  to  your  good  wife  and  daughters;  Mrs. 
Nesbit  and  Esther  are  attending  a  missionary  meeting  at  the  church 
tonight;  but  I  am  sure  they  wish  to  be  remembered  to  you.  Esther 
wants  me  to  thank  you  for  the  interest  you  showed  toward  getting 
her  a  position. 

Your  loving  cousin, 

John  Pratt  Nesbit 


POSEY  COUNTY  NI SBET-ENDICOTT  REUNION 
Cynthiana,  Indiana 
Sept,  8th,  1936 


My  dear  Dr.  Nesbit: 

We  were  very  sorry  that  you  could  not  be  withus  last  Sunday. 
There  were  several  Endicotts  but  very  few  Nesbits,  only  local 
clansmen,  anyway  the  day  was  ideal  for  it  and  there  was  about 
150  of  us  together.  I  have  sent  for  an  item  about  the  affair 
to  the  Argus  and  have  asked  them  to  mail  you  a  copy,  thinking 
that  you  would  like  to  look  the  names  of  those  that  attended 
over . 

Many  asked  about  you  during  the  day  and  I  read  your  letter  to 
them.  We  will  look  for  you  down  this  coming  year. 

Give  my  regards  to  Otto  Riesing  the  next  time  you  see  him, 
remember  us  to  your  family. 

The  Nicbet-Endicott  Reunion  is  to  be  held  at  Princeton,  Indiana 
the  2nd.  Sunday  before  Labor  Day  next  fall,  Sept,  5,  Any  Nisbet 
or  Endicott  descendants  are  invited. 

Uith  best  wishes, 

Ivan  U.  Blase. 

Secretary 


. 

. 


■ 


John  Nesbitt  Family 

9129  Jones  Mill  Road, 
Chevy  Chase, 

Montgomery  County, 

Maryland 

August  13,  1936 

i*y  Dejrr^*ived  the  very  interesting  data  concerning^the  Nesbit-t 
family  which  vou  forwarded  to  me  early  last  year,  and  fully  i 
tended  to  write  vou  sooner,  but  kept  putting  the  mat ter of, . 

My  name  is  John  Nesbitt;  I  was  born  m  the  Diotrict  of  Col 
umbia  Ynear  the  City  of  Washington,  ana  am  a  citizen  of  Maryland. 


th 


My  father,  Henry  Nesbitt 


born  in  Washington,  D.  C.  in 


vcar  1871;  he  died  in  1934.  ^  „ 

My  grandfather,  John  Nesbitt  (one  of  a  family  of  six  boy-, 

and  nix  girls)  was  born  in  County  Roscommon,  Ireland,  about 
1847  Lfcamc  to  America  during  the  Civil  'Jar  and  enlisted  ac  a 
trooper  in  Company  X,  fifth  Cavalry,  United  States  Army;  he 

lC  Mv  great-grandfather,  whose  Christian  name  I  do  not  know 
(and  who  may  have  spelled  his  name  with  one  t  )  was  corn  in 
Scotland  about  1800  or  shortly  thereafter,  and  emigrated  to 
ireland,  where  he  settled  in  Roscommon  and  kept  an  inn.  I _ remem 
ber  hearing  that  several  of  his  brothers  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  One  of  them  entered  the 
.hipbuilding  business  in  New  Orleans,  I  believe,  and  1  remember 
hearing  that  upon  his  death  my  grandfather,  John  Nesbitt,  shared 

’■3  ^Ifover  a  small  volume  in  the  Library  of  Congress  recent- 

ly  by  one  Alexander  Nesbitt,  which  deals  with  the  history  o  ±e 
Nesbit-t  family  in  Ireland,  but  could  not  connect  it  up. 

In  this  connection,  I  picked  up  a  copy  of  Letters  of  k  y 
Nicbet"  by  Misbet  Hamilton  Grant,  at  a  bookstall  sometime  ago.  . 

I  note  that  the  shield  on  the  cover  is  apparently  the  same  as 
that  described  by  Alexander  Nesbitt — three  boars'  heads  sa  e 

I^Ji  enclosing  a  letter,  written  more  than  forty  years  ago, 
which  I  ran  across  sometime  ago  and  which  you  may  have  11  you 


the  late  United 


States 
to  my 


desire.  The  Mr.  Elkins  referred  to 

Senator  from  'Jest  Virginia,  and  the  letter  was  written 
grandfather  by  Jesse  R.  Grant,  son  of  President  Grant. 

I  feel  keenly  interested  in  the  work  which  you  are  doing 
to  preserve  the  records  and  traditions  of  the  Nesbit-t  clan, 
and  wish  you  much  success. 

I  am’ also  enclosing  a  money  order  for  one  dollar  for  a  copy 
"Nisbet  House " .  I  shall  appreciate  it  if  you  will  send  it 
me  at  Room  26,  Court  of  Appeals  Building,  Fifth  &  n.  btreeto, 

'.V. ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance 
able  work,  please  let  me  know. 

Respectfully , 

John  Nesbitt 

(Thanks  for  list  of  names.  0.  B.  N.) 


of 

to 

N. 


to  you  in  your  very  commend- 


-  :/£f\ 

orfw 

?s  '  v"  OTrfiJ  3.-1}  af  om/Sov  J  '.-as  e  x  vo  ir  { 1  ^  f'| 


THE  WINDSOR 
New  York 

October  26th. ,1892 

My  dear  Nesbitt : 

I  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  enclosed  and  hope  if  your 
,on  has  not  yet  got  the  position  he  seeks  it  will  aid  you  in  secur¬ 
ing  it.  I  do  not  know  who  is  head  of  the  printing  office  but  hope 
Mr.  Elkins  will  give  you  such  letters  as  will  bring  the  business 
about.*  Your  letter  to  me  get  mislaid  and  I  have  just  found  it  in 
packing  my  trunk  for  an  early  departure  to  San  Francisco* 

If  I  can  do  anything  more  in  this  please  write  me  addressing 
306  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco. 

Yours  truly, 

Jesse  R.  Grant 

To 

Mr.  John  B.  Ncsbit,  War  Department 

You  had  better  present  my  letter  with  your  letter  to  me  to 

Mr.  Elkins  when  he  returns  to  Washington. 

J,  R.  G. 


Bellefield  Dwellings 
4400  Center 
Pittsburgh,  Fa. 


September  17,  1936 


the  address  of  the  Rev. 


Crarlcs 
xj  or  haps 


Dear  Dr .  Nesbit : 

It  was  my  purpose  today  to  send  you 

Nesbit' or  Nisbet  of  the  Carolinas  but  I  have  mislaid  it, 
you  have  his  line  and  may  not  be  interested  for  I  learn 
f ;om  our  good  friend  Dr.  Nesbit  of  Princeton,  Ind.  that  your  hunt 
or  the  Nesbit  has  been  wide  and  diligent. 

In  April  of  1935and  1936,  I  visited  while  returning  from  the 
South  a  relative  of  my  mother’s  of  the  great  Smith  clan. 

My  cousin  for  that  is  what  I  love  to  call  her  has  a  sister 
ailed  George  Emma  Smith  (George  is  for  her  father),  born  March 


24th,  1884  who  married  first,  Osbern  Bervard  Ni 


bet  of  Eatonton, 


orgia 


I  know  nothing  of  his  history  but  know  he  was  a  fine 


Go  _ 

man.  He  died  I  believe  from  injuries  or  disease  contacted  in  the 
World  War, leaving  one  child  christened  Karen  Brevard  Nisbet  who 
in  honor  of  her  father , adopted  the  name  Brevard  Nisbet. 

I  am  enclosing  her  newspaper  picture  and  her  coat  of  arms 
both  of  which  I  ask  you  to  kindly  return  to  me, 

I  thought  you  would  be  able  from  the  arms  to  tell  what  branch 
of  the  family  she  descended  from.  I  am  not  familiar  with  this  cut 
The  scales  seem  to  point  to  the  legal  profession  and  I  think  Dr. 
John  Nesbit  told  me  you  had  once  ' 
of  a  great  legal  light  in  London, 
ily  bore  these  arms.  I  am  no  longer  making  any  research  in  this 
line  besides  I  look  to  you  and  Dr.  John  as  the  great  unravcllers 
of  our  family  history. 

I  am  at  present  working  on  the  Smith  line  and  quite  accident¬ 
ally  ran  into  these  facts. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  a  Nathaniel  and  a  John  Nesbit  who  were 
members’  of  the  Welsh  Run  Church  Fa.  as  early  as  1774. 

Some  eight  years  ago  one  of  the  York  County  Nesbits  sent  me 
a  newspaper  clipping  stating  that  the  estate  of  Nathaniel  Nesbit 
(or  tt'cj  was  about  to  be  distributed  by  the  courts  of  Baltimore 


ited  Nesbit  House  as  the  guest 
Perhaps  he  would  know  what  fam- 


Bcllefieldi  Dwellings,  4400  Center,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (continued) 

,  •  4-a  ia  +  p  in  1  if p  Y ou  will  notice  the 

■s ~  »4‘g ” jfJSf nil  t“-y 

»  1  rs u  Hit:  “i  a&s  «rr 

sr»w  ^{jrssxrK 

ihha^tr^te°  I  returned  the  eliding  at  his  request  to  the 

Party  who  sent* it  saying  I  bad  not  found  the  name  Nathaniel  any- 

Wher*Tht  fact^that" it1 is 'associated  ^with  that  of  John  Nesbit  is 
an  lniecattonlyfwttktatti^tervaltfariUam  the  victim  of  diabetis 
SSt^ianafone^BatU^Crtsfand  one  In'iasMnIton  discovered 


that  I  also  ha: 


lymphatic  leukemia,  these  togbther_with  a  thyroid 
have  slowed  my  tempo  of  life  and  trie 


operation  three  years  ago 
anemia  taxes  my  strength  to  su< 
intervals.  I  ambitious  to  do  anything  I 
ests  of  our  people  out  feel  I  must  bring 
labors  that  particularly  intrigue  me. 

I  have  in  the  hands  of  a  typist  now 
which  my  husband  insists  upon  publishing 
spring.  My  sister  in  Florida  sent  me 


:h  a  degree  that  I  can  only  work  at 


can  to  further  the  intcr- 
to  a  conclusion  a  few 


a  collection  of  my  verses 
but  I  think  not  before 
a  newspaper  feature  written 


hv  the  ooet  laureate  of  Florida  and  when  I  confess 
lived  almost  seventy-four  years  you  will  unaerstand  i 
happy  at  still  being  considered  newo  by  the  preso. 

I  am  enclosing  a 


to  having 
feel  very 


few 


notes  about  the  Welsh  Run  Church  just 

o  locate  it  for  you  and  the  photo  of  Miss  Nesbit. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your^work  I^am^ 

°Blanche  T.  Hartman 


The  Welch  Run  Church 

nThe  Welsh  Run  Church  was  near  the  Philip  Davis  Fort  on  tfu 

„„  n  ...  th,  "°f .sfSSS/DloK” 1  X" 

Forts  and  older  than  Fort  Louden  and  toit  McCord  ana  lono..o  o 
upon  the  building  of  McDowells  Fort  and  Fort  oteei.  ard_ 

It  was  designed  to  cover  the  southern  chain  pn  +  h'vaTl ev 

ing  the  fordo  of  the  Potomac,  Blair  Valley,  Duns  Gap,  Path  Valley 

““  S“S'-o«lS°  SS.ll.tl  to  11..  t.  other 

settleroentSfor  e.fety!  SeSorarlly)  Th.  orlglnl  log  .««*  — 

burned  bv  the  Indians  in  1761.  „  T)'if 

A  p-lebe  of  100  acres  was  deeded  by  the  Penns  to  Wm.Duf  field 

and  others  in  1767  and  the  second  meeting  bouse  was  built  in  X  7  . 

This  deed  was  given  in  trust  for  the  sb£eRn  1767) 
Conococheague,  Peters  twp.,  Cumberland  County,  la.Un  1 

This  second  meeting  house  was  bui.it  m  y  , 

Uoper  Conococheague  is  now  Mercersburg  Church  and  lower  eaot 

Conocochegue^was  the  Greencaotle  Church.  ^  CarGon  tha,  Judgc 
Carson  purchased  and  lived  for  yoaro  in  the  old 

now  the  Mercersburg  Hotel  and  another  Carson  was  pastor  tth 

Oreencactle  Church.  My  sister  married  into  the  Carson: fa  l  : y 
I  attended  one  of  their  family  reunions  a  few  year-ago  held  i 
the  Mercersburg  Hotel  which  has  not  seen  gieat.1,  r  “ 


' 


The  Welch  Run  Church  (continued) 


day; 


of  the  Carsons . 

In  1744  a  new  church  was  built  on  three  acres  of  land  on 
the  Robert  Smith  place,  now  commonly  called  "Kennedy’s  Meeting 

House". 

The  second  meeting  house  was  built  in  1774.  Among  the^ names 
of  the  early  settlers  were  the  Davises,  Duf fields,  Nathaniel 

Nesbit  and  John  Nesbit,  etc,  etc. 

The  whole  region  from  Welsh  Run  to  Louden  and  St,  Thomas 
was  settled  by  1733.  The  meeting  house  at  Church  Hill  was  placed 
in  the  center” of  this  district  and  in  that  year, the  church, the 
Hill  Church  or  Upper  West-  Conococheague  was  founded. 

were  the  first  to  come  into  the  Welsh  Run  District 
the  Scotch-Irish  began  to  come  and  founded  a  church 
farm  scarcely  a  mile  north. 


K 


The  Welsh 
about  1741 
an  the  Elliott 

Its  first  pastor 
He  was  succeeded 
I  am  sorry  these 


the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlap  from  Scotland. 


was 

by  the  Rev.  James  Campbell  in  1749. 
notes  are  not  in  better  form  but  this 
material  was  called  to  my  attention  by  my  hostess  just  ao  we 
’’ere  leaving  for  home  and  were  very  hastily  taken  but  I  hope  you 
may  be  able°to  get  something  from  them  by  interest  and  perhaps  a 

clue. 

Mrs.  Riley  had  a  little  pamphlet  gotten  out  for  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Welsh  Run  which  leads  me  to  wonder  if  there  might  not  be 
a  connection  between  the  Nesbits  and  this  settlement  and  the 
bets  of  Georgia. 


Nis 


am 


fortunate  enough  to  find  the  Rev.  Charles  Nesbits 


you  have  made 


If  I 

address  I  shall  send  it  by  postal  card. 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  what  progress 
in  the  past  vear  or  two  in  the  Nesbit  pedigree. 

The  Rev*.  John  Nesbit  tells  me  I  have  the  wrong  coat  of  arms 
assigned  to  my  branch.  I  am  glad  to  have  that  correction. 


It  was  given  me 
Carnegie  Library  and 
still  a  tyro  in  that 
icn  of  errors. 

We  were  invited 
Park,  Michigan  and  I 
upon  you  at  Gary  but 
If  you  ever  come  our 
advance  as  my  husband 
not  like  to  miss  you. 


by  one  of  the  research  workers  at  our 

I* did  not  question  her  knowledge.  I  am 

line  of  work  and  always  grateful  for  correct- 

to  visit  a  nephew  for  one  week  at  Macatewa 
had  hoped  to  go  by  way  of  Chicago  and  call 
our  time  was  so  limited  we  could  not  do  it. 
way  do  come  to  see  us  but  do  let  us  know  in 
takes  me  away  very  frequently  and  I  would 


Very  Sincerely  yours, 
Blanche  T.  Hartman 


'rf2 


' 


Hugh  W,  Nesbitt,  manager  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal  at  Montreal 
and  an  uncle  are  getting  out  a  book  on  their  family,  Mrs.  Dobson 

writes,  ^ 

I  hope  to  get  some  data  on  this  family  sometime. 


Charles  Nisbet,  D,  D.,  Dickenson  College 

Charles  Nisbet  came  from  Montrose,  Scotland  to  Philadelphia 
and  on  to  Carlisle,  Ta.  He  had  preached  in  Glasgow  before  going 
to  Montrose,  Born  in  Haddington,  Scotland,  Jan,  21,  1736  ci  par¬ 
ents  able  to  give  him  no  education  beyond  the  local  schools. 

TChen  19  he  entered  University  of  Edinburgh,  grad,  in  1754,  then 
soent  6  years  in  the  Divinity  School.  Made  his  way  by  tutoring, 
went  to  Montrose  as  assistant  to  an  aged  encumbent  and  became 
estor  in  1773  upon  the  death  of  the  pastor.  He  came  to  America 
: 785  and  died  at  Carlisle  and  buried  in  the "Old  Graveyard," 

EPITAPH 

"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Charles  Nisbet,  Doctor  of  Sacred. 
Theology  who  by  the  unanimous  invitation  of  the  trustees  of  Dick¬ 
inson  College,  that  he  might  undertake  the  duties  of  Provost, 
emigrated  from  Scotland,  his  native  country ;  came  to  Carlisle 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1785  and  there  through  nineteen  years  with 
the  highest  approbation  discharged  the  office.  A  man,  if  such 
exists,  of  integrity  and  piety,  in  all  learning  most  accomplished, 
of  reading  immense,  memory  faithful,  in  real  acumen  of  wit*  pleas¬ 
antry  and°satire  by  universal  acknowledgment,  truly  astonishing: 
but  to  no  mortal  offensive,  except  to  those  who. under  the. cloak 
of  philosophy,  insult  religion.  But  to  his  family  and  friends, 
for  manners,  sweet,  being  cheerful  and  social,  beloved  without 
a  rival.  He  gently  breathed  out  his  life  on  the  17th.  of  Jan. 

1804 .  " 

"He  left  4  children.  Tom,  the  oldest,  was  just  reaching  man¬ 
hood  in  1785,  was  dissipated,  died  shortly  after  his  father  with¬ 
out  reformation,  never  married.  The  other  son,  Alexander,  born 
in  Scotland  in  1777,  grad,  from  Dickenson  College  in  1794,  for 
many  years  a  city  judge  in  Baltimore  and  a  railroad  president. 

He  erected  the  monument  to  his  father.  He  had  seven  children. 
Three  sons  all  died  in  early  life;  he,  also,  had  four  daughters. 
Charles  Nisbet’ s  dau,  Mary ,  in  1790  mar.  Urn.  Turnbull  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  but  later  Baltimore.  He  a  Scotchman.  9  children,  4  sons, 

5  daughters,  all  living  in  1840.  Youngest  dau.eiar.  Dr-;  UcCosky  of 
Carlisle, eon  became  Right  Rev.  Samuel  McCosky,  the  distinguished 
Irotestant  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Mich.  One  dau,  m.  Rev,  Erskin 
Mason,  D.D.  of  N.Y.  son  of  Pres.  John  M.  Mason  of  the  Dickenson 
College;  another  daughter  m.  Prof.  Chas.  D.  Cleveland  of  D, 
College. — Dickenson  College,  1783-1933  by  James  Henry  Morgan. 

Dr.  Samuel  Miller  wrote  biography  of  Dr,  Chas,  Nisbet,  It 
v/as  written  36  years  after  his  death. 

C.  H,  Thomas ,  5422  College  Ave.  Indianapolis,  Indiana  wants 
help  in  locating  progenators  of  Daniel  Thomas  who  married  Sarah 
Amos  at  Paris,  Kentucky  in  1801,  He  was  born  in  1778,  He  has 
the  Amos  line  back  to  England. 


•  LANCASTER  COUNTY,  PENN.,  RECORDS 
Miss  Barbara  K,  May lan  455  South  Shippen  St.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
v/ill  send  you  the  Index  .of  the  Will  Books  and  Intestate  Records 
of  Lancaster  County  Penns,  from  1729  to  1850.  Price  S2.00. 


. 


ONE  OF  THE  PERU  IND.  NISBET  FAMILY 
January  7,  1936* 


I  received  your  latest  budget  on  "NesbitologyI.  11 * IV. V. VI. VII.  this  morning 
ard  I  think  the  word  you  have  coined  as  a  name  for  this  work  very 
d ooropriate .  I  also  wish  to  heartily  thank  you  for  remembering 
me' in  suite  of  the  fact  that  I  never  wrote  in  recognition  ol  your 
last  budget .  I  especially  enjoyed  the  poem  on  the  first  page 
•bitten  by  one  of  our  clan.  It  so  expresses  sentiments  of  my  own 

which  I  have  found  difficult  to  put  into  words. 

I  never  cease  to  be  thrilled  as  I  read  tnese  budgets  at  the 
■'utetand ingness  of  the  Nisbets.  They  are  certainly  mentally  alert, 
:0  many  physicians,  lawyers,  teachers,  ministers  now  I  am  finding 
ooetc*  and  authors,  I  have  always  felt  an  unusual  power  stinng 
within  my  own  conscience  a  depth  of  feeling  and  the  ability  to 
hold  on  even  though  the  world  about  me  seemed  to  be  trying  to 
strangle  me  that  made  me  feel  that  there  was  a  fine  heritage  with¬ 
in  me.  Now  I  believe  I  can  understand  and  I  am  very  happy  and 

very  proud  cf  my  ancestry.  . 

Thanking  you  again  and  please  remember  me  everytime.  Love  to 

the  wife  and  i  hope  you  will  be  in  Peru  at  ray  next  reunion.  fle 

hardly  got  acquainted  last  yer. 

Your  affect ionatelly , 


(Nesbitology  was  a 
land.  0.  b7  N.) 


Estelle  Ulrich 
293  W.  3rd. 

name  given  us  by  Dr.  Robert  Nesbitt  of  Eng— 


MRS.  EMMA  LEE  NISBET  WHITE 
324  Park  Ave,  Rock  Hill.  S.  C, 
Sends  the  following. 


I.  Alexander  Nisbet  (What  Alexander  ?  O.B.N.) 

II,  Col.  William  Nisbet  -  Soldier,  patriot  and  farmer-Served 
in  the  battle  of  Camden  -  Married  Jemine  Baker. 

ill, William  Nisbet  Jr. -born  1788  at  Union  county,,  S.C. 
died  Sept  22,  1828. 

IV.  John  Newton  Nisbet.  -  Son  of  William  Nisbet  Jr.  and  Mary 
Douglas  -born  Sept  29,  1823-died  July  19,  1899-  Married 
Mary  Jane  Phifer. 

V.  Edward  William  Nisbet  -  Son  of  John  Newton  and  Mary  Jane 
Phifer.  -  Born  Feb.  3,1859-died  June  6,  1908 

Married  1st.  Lula  Taylor  Lee 
2nd.  Ida  Alexander 

VI.  Emma  Lee  Nisbet  White  daughter  of  Edward  William  Nisbet  and 
Lula  Taylor  Lee-  born  at  Van  Wyck,  July  26,  1882,  Married 
James  Webb  White,  Rock  Hill,  S.  C, 

VII.  Webb  Nisbet  White  -  son  of  Emma  Lee  Nisbet  White  and  James  Webb 
White  born  Rock  Hill,  S.  C.  Park  Ave,  May  24th,  191e. 


April  22,  1936. 


My  dear  Dr.  Nesbit: 

Judge  Clyde  Bruce  Aitchicon,  a  member  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  for  29  years,  located  at  1929  S,  St,  N.  W. 
Washington,  D.C.,  has  his  family  history  for  the  last  200 
years . 

I  met  the  judge  when  he  was  in  Chicago  listening  to  arguments 
for  and  against  the  daylight  savings  time. 

I  called  you  the  afternoon  the  judge  was  here,  hoping  that 
we  three  might  be  able  to  have  dinner  together.  But  I  was  not 
successful  in  being  able  to  reach  anyorj  at  your  home. 

I  believe  the  Ex  Congressman  of  Illinois,  Walter  Nesbit, 
Belleville,  Illinois,  may  also  have  some  material. 

I  am  happy  to  know  that  you  have  been  corresponding  with 
the  Henry  Nesbitt’s  of  Washington. 

I  think  I  shall  bo  able  to  obtain  material  from  my  father 
inlaw  Col,  Robert  Nesbit  of  Campbellsville ,  Kentucky. 

Also  there  is  a  Burgess  Nesbitt,  Vice  Pres,  Colliers  Publish¬ 
ing,  New  York,  N.  Y.  who  I  believe  also  has  some  interesting 
history  material.  If  you  have  not  received  any  news  from  him, 

I  suggest  that  you  write  to  him,  for  he  certainly  is  quite  a 
prominent  individual.  He  said  in  a  letter  to  me  that  he  was 
most ' interested  in  the  work  you  were  doing.  I  sent  him  all  the 
the  Nesbitology  that  you  sent  me. 

I  am  hoping  to  see  the  daughter  in  law  of  Wilbur  D.  Nesbitt, 
and  hope  to  obtain  her  cooperation  also. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Marjorie  Nesbit  M.  Df 


A,  L,  Nesbitt,^  76,  retired  Waukegan,  Wis.  Music  Merchant 
died  May  6,  1936.  Three  daughters  and  one  son  survive-  Chicago 
Tribune . 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
Washington 

January  16,  1936 

My  dear  Dr.  Nesbit: 

Dr.  Marjorie  Nesbit  cent  me  your  ’’Nesbitology"  a  few  days 
ago.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  read  it  at  our  first  opportunity. 

I  I  was  very  sorry  indeed  that  we  did  not  answer  your  letters 
more  promptly,  but  things  are  so  fact  and  furious  here  that  there 
are  about  fifty  other  similar  letters  that  have  not  been  replied 
to. 

My  husband's  family  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland  in 
'88,  and’  there  is  a  branch  in  the  eastern  part  of  Candda  near 
Montreal  who  have  the  same  great  grandfathers.  Then  there  is 
another  branch  out  in  Vancouver  emanating  from  the  same  family, 
but  we  have  not  yet  run  across  any  of  the  Nesbitts  that  settled 
in  Pennsylvania  who  belong  to  this  branch  of  the  Nesbitt  family. 
Our  Genealogy  is  packed  up  in  Hyde  Park  so  I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
cannot  gi^e  you  any  details  other  than  the  above. 

Thanking  you  for  your  interest  and  kindness,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 

Mrs,  Henrietta  Nesbitt 


Miss  Brevard  Nisbet  of  Ft.  Myers,  Fla.  with  an  A.B.  from 
Wellecly  College,  and  M.A.  from  Mount  Holyoke  toured  Europe 
last  year,  she  was  formally  from  Macon,  Georgia,  a  daughter  of 
O.B. Nisbet  deceased.  Her  mother  is  Mrs.  Roy  Stubbs. 


*■ 


YOU  CAN  LOOK  FOR  US  SOME  DAY ,  THANKS 

Canon  City,  Colorado,  Jan.  7th,  1936 

Dr.  0.  B.  Nesbit: 

Your  Necbitology  and  later  card  received. 

Thank  you  very  kindly  for  the  Great  Necbitology. 

I  read  it  with  much  interest.  (I  think  1^ surely  must  oe  Kin 
to  all  that  fine  bunch  of  noted  and  useful  clan.) 

I  note  what  your  ca :d  says  about  you  have  "cur  number  that 
I  sent  to  Miss  McLaughlin.  I  think  I  recall  hearing  from  her. 

I  have  no  copy  and  so  I  may  state  some  things  here  I  did  not  send 
her.  I  read  with  interest  about  Dr,  Robert  Nesbit.  _ 

Hi3  early  education  was  received  in  Ballybay  (Ballibay)  the 
\v  wo  spelled  it  at  our  Ballibay  bchoox  house  and  Post  Office 
vadford  County,  Penn.  'There  my  sister  Margaret  and  ray  father 
ere  postmistress  and  Post  Master.  My  lather  the  first  P.  M. 

But  it  was  from  Bally  bay  that  my  parents  came.  Settled  in 

che  woods  in  Penn. 

I  will  briefly  state  relative  to  their  names  and  coming. 

My  grandfather  William  Nesbit  came  first  to  Quicks  Bend  in 
Brad,  Co.  His  sister  had  married  one  Gamble  and  had  preceeded 
him.'  He  there  obtained  work  and  saved  sufficient  funds  to  send 
for'his  Father  Nathaniel  and  brother  Na.naniel  and  his  own  wife 
and  children  who  ail  came  together  to  the  new  land  in  a  sailing 
vessel.  Taking  weeks  to  make  the  voyage.  My  father  was  then 
seven  years  of  age. 

His  father  William  Nesbit  purchased  a  farm  in  the  woods.  'Erect 
ed  a  log  house  in  the  Month  of  December  he  moved  his  family  of 
three  or  four  children  in  the  new  log  house.  Scon, ^before  windows 
and  doors  were  in  place  there  was  born  a  son  David  Nesbit, 

Blankets  or  quilts  were  put  up  covering  the  open  spaces  for  a 
time. 

They  were  three  miles  from  Camptown  a  little  town,  I  know 
not  but  I  think  no  Dr.  there.  So  often  as  you  know  the  midwife 
attedned  in  such  case.  My  grandfather  and  my  father  now  a 
lad  of  perhaps  9  carried  their  belongings  this  distance  of  three 
miles  taking  a  path  thru  the  woods.  They  would  carry^  a  load  till 
it  bacame  so  heavy.  Then  putting  it  down  would  walk  Dack,  rest- 
:.Lg  as  they  walked  and  return  with  another  load.  Grandfather  had. 
secured  an  ox  team  and  sled  that  had  drawn  the  belongings  so 
far  to  the  little  town.  Then  only  a  path  to  the  new  home.  When 
a  boy  I  helped  remove  the  stones  from  the  old  stone  chimney  that 
had  fallen. 

The  farm  seemed  to  be  a  center  and  the  school  district  No,  1 
was  named  Ballibay,  in  addition  to  the  Nesbit  family,  and  the 
Nathaniel  Nesbit  who  came  with  my  grandmother  there  were  a^num- 
ccr  of  families  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  County  Monaghan. 
Namely  Erskine,  Hillis,  Haney  McPherson,  Morrow,  Graham,  Boyd, 
Branyan  and  Mittens,  Woods,  McAllister,  Stethers,  Fee,  Lee,  Dau¬ 
ber  ty  . 

All  protectants  of  the  Cevenanter  Stock. 

At  one  time  a  covenanter  church  was  organized  and  carried  on 
for  some  years.  So  our  family  was  brought  up  on  the  shorter 
fUvtcchism,  Glad  I  was,  (  The  other  day  I  called  on  a  man  born  in 
Canada  who  is  a  member  of  our  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  sick 
in  bed  v/ith  an  incurable  condition.  Soon  after  I  got  in  he  said, 
'‘Nesbit  have  you  a  catechism  in  your  pocket?  "  I  recalled  then  that 
in  a  conversation  not  long  before  we  had  mentioned  the  catechism 
and  I  told  him  I  had  a  small  one  I  would  bring  him.  Since  I  have 
taken  it  to  him,  Well  he  is  a  Scotchman. 

My  grandfather  William  Nesbit  had  two  sons  John  and  David. 


You  can  look  for  us  some  day,  Thanks.  (continued) 

John  had  seven  children,  six  who  grew  to  maturity.  Dead  Adeline 
J.who  has  a  con  who  is  a  Dr.  Morrow.  This  son  has  two  sons  who 
are  doctors.  They  went  through  medical  college  together.  A  dau¬ 
ghter  who  is  still  living,  past80.  Margaret  is  the  PostMistrcss ; 
William  N.  dead,  the  grandfather  of  Rev,  Wm.  Nesbit  Vincent  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  letter.  Two  sons  living,  no  sons  born  to  them, 

John  Fee  N.  dead.  Ke  was  a  business  man  Post  master.  Served 
in  state  1  legislature  three  or  four  terms.  Made  a  canvas  for 
congress.  Died  of  heart  trouble  on  the  Saturday  night  before 
election  day.  C-ood  show  for  election.  One  son  living. 

Andrew  David  N.  Doctor  died  with  a  stroke,  A  very  successful 
practicioner .  A  man,  every  inch  a  man.  Loved  by  man  (as  most 
doctors  should  be)  one  daughter. 

Richard  Grant,  the  writer.  Two  cons  living,  oldest  sons  was 
through  the  Y/orld  V/ar  in  the  thick  of  it.  Wrote  reminiecenses 
very  graphic.  Passed  from  us  about  thr-e  years  ago.  (war  is  a 
terrible  thing.) 

John  G.  a  rancher,  a  college  graduate,  Civil  and  irrigation 
engineer. 

Paul  v7.  a  college  graduate  with  M.A.  A  teacher  and  during 
vacations  he  is  a  ranger  naturalist.  A  mountain  climber,  is 
called  upon  much  to  lecture  to  schools,  groups  and  Hi-Y  boy 
conferences.  Has  a  little  son. 

Our  father  was  an  eider  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

These  four  sons  hamed  above  have  all  served  in  Presbyterian 
Churches  as  elders.  Three  of  them  in  the  came  church. 

I  have  served  in  two  churches.  My  special  interest  was  in 
S.S.  work,  I  have  been  a  business  man  much  of  my  life.  Spent 
about  12  years  in’ the  banking  business.  Loosing  health  caused 
me  to  6 1 op  bank  and  move  to  Colorado  29  years  ago.  In  a  year 
I  7/as  at  work  again  and  have,  for  most  time  been  very  active  in 
business . 

All  of  my  father1 s  family  were  teachers  in  public  schools  in 
Tenn. 

We  four  brothers  all  cacc  to  Tekamah,  Neb.  and  were  all  inter¬ 
ested  together  in  business  and  bank. 

Brother  Y/illiam  did  not  have  good  health  for  several  years. 

Let  me  correct  a  refference  you  have  relative  to  Rev.  V/illiam 
Nesbit  Vincent.  His  mother’s  name  was  Nellie,  the  missionary. 
Never  have  I  read  a  testimony  to  equal  hers  written  to  her  people 
of  her  faith  and  trust  in  God.  It  was  wonderful. 

I  read  the  letter  with  much  interest  telling  of  the  visit 
to  the"Nisbct  estate?  it  is  certainly  great.  I  like  '7,  D.  Nesbits 
poems  of  which  you  write  and  the  one  you  give  is  fine.  I  love 
poetry,  and  jokes,  even  scotch  jokes. 

It  is  quite  my  custom  to  slip  in  the  letters  I  write  to  my 
sons  and  cousins  and  friends  some  little  joke. 

I  certainly  would  like  much  to  meet  you  and  your  good  wife. 

I  enjoyed  her  part  of  the  letter.  I  know  we  could  have  a  good 
visit.  You  come  to  Canon  City,  Colo,  for  a  vacation  and  we  will 
climb  the  mountains  and  sec  the  great  out  of  doors.  We  arc 
near  some  very  interesting  drives.  About  six  miles  for  a  walk 
up  the  river  thru  the  Royal  Gorge  to  the  swinging  bridge  and  above 
us  1053  feet  wo  will  cross  under  the  highest  bridge  in  the  world 
above  water  and  the  R.  R.  tracks.  It  spans  the  Royal  Gorge. 

Or  by  auto  we  may  drive  to  it  14  miles  distant.  Then  you  may 
look  down  into  this  deep  canyon.-  The  deepest  thru  which  a  R.  R. 
passes.  We  may  camp  out  and  fish  if  you  wish  to  fish.  I  am  not 
a  fisherman.  But  I  can  watch  others.  We  might  start  up  some  deer 
quite  close  to  town.  Well  come  see  the  Nesbits  out  here  and  we 


. 

- 

. 

jofau: 


will  swap  "Ncsbitology "  and  might  swap  a  bit  of  Nesbit  theology. 

For  if  I  miGtake  not  you  have  a  daughter  abroad  perhaps  a  teacher 

or  a  missionary. 

I  enjoyed  the  part  of  her  account  of  her  traveles. 

A  year  ago  last  Seotember  John  and  wife  with  us, we  drove 
hru  to  the  Fair.  Leaving  them  there  to  return  home, we  in  a  coup¬ 
le  of  days  went  to  Penn,  our  old  home.  Leaving  Chicago  one  Sabbath 
morn  we  got  to  Valporaiso  in  time  for  church  expecting  to  meet 
and  hear  Rev.  William  llesbit  Vincent  .  To  our  disappointment  he 
was  not  there  but  at  your  city.  "to  had  been  told  wrong,  but  we 
met  a  young  lady  who  had  met  out  son  Paul  at  Boulder  Univeroity 
and  who  had  climbed  Longs  Peak  in  a  party  he  had  led  up. 

One  winter  in  Calif  I  made  a  contact  with  a  bias  Nesbit  at 
Long  Beach.  I  think  her  father  was  a  retired  attorney.  I  did 
not  scraoe  up  any  kin.  One  time  at  Burgetstown,  Pa.  I  met  a 
Presbyterian  minister  and  a  Dr.  ,both  Nesbits. 

We  have  a  Nesbit  family  out  at  Penrose  about  15  miles.  They 

are  from  Ill.  ,,  .  .  . 

I  received  a  letter  from  a  Rev.  Samuel  Nesbit  I  think  from 

Ohio  recommending  a  pastor  for  our  church.  Well  the  country  must 
be  full  of  them.  A  very  wealthy  Nesbitt  in  Wilkesbarr^,  Fa. 

I  was  pleased  with  the  different  ways  of  spelling  Nesbit  that 
has  been  found.  Wonder  if  it  was  because  some  of  them  were  put 
out  of  the  Clan”  for  some  misdemeanor.  Ways  of  spelling  the 
name  reminds  me  of  the  story  about  the  Irishman  that  could  speak 

different  languages. 

He  was  present  when  some  men  were  refering  to  some  young  man 
who  was ,they  said  a  bright  fellow  and  could  speak  two  languages. 

^at  was  interested  and  inquired  what  two  languages  he  could  speak, 
thev  informed  him  "The  English  and  the  French" 

Pat"  remarked  "Ah  that’s  nuthing.  'I  can  spake  three  languages  my¬ 
self  i1  They  inquired  what  three.  He  replied,  "The  English,  the 
Irish  and  the  profane  1’  Someday  I  might  send  you  a  few  sebteh 
jokes,  I  am  sure  you  have  much  pleasure  and  chance  to  follow  up 
in  the  hunting  out  of  the  Nesbits.  You  no  doubt  make  some 
interesting  contacts,  I  am  pleased  at  the  manner  you  throw  in 
some  bit  of  information  and  direction  about  things  of  interest, 

about  the  ties  and  the  Tartan,  etc. 

When  you  contact  Hr.  Endicott  give  him  my  appreciation  of 
his "Wood  Smoke"  and  his  ability  to  take . from . the  walls  of  mem¬ 
ories,  things  of  interest  and  cheer  to  him  while  he  is  hindered 
from  active  life. 

From  our  old  home  in  Pennsylvania  we  went  on  bouth  to  Florida 
and  spent  last  winter,  returning  along  the  Gulf  and  thru  Texas 
visited  Carlsbad  Caverns,  New  Mexico.  When  you  come  west  on  a 
vacation  you  should  plan  to  visit  them. 

Now  I  have  written  a  rambling  disjointed  letter  already  to 
long  for  a  busy  Dr.  to  read. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  added  a  bit  to  the  Nesbitology  that 
you  care  for.  But  even  though  our  family  may  have  no  part  in  your 
clan  it  gives  you  a  little  touch  of  these  wno  bare  the  name, 

I  might  say  my  mother’s  maiden  was  Mary  Fee.  Her  father  was 
a  tailor  in  Ballibay , Ireland .  Mother  was  15  when  they  came  to  Pa. 
and  father  was  7.  Mother  would  relate  many  more  events  about  the 
doings,  sing  Irish  songs  and  could  tell  of  some  of  her  ancestors 
who  had  core  from  Scotland  and  of  some  of  the  Orangeman’s  parades 
and  fights.  T.7ith  an  apology  for  anything  I  have  written  I  shouldn't 
have  Iamhooing  to  show  you  some  mountains  and  high  places  in  Colo, 
of  course  you  will  bring  Mrs.  Nesbit  along.  To  my  new  friends 
by  correspondence.  Sincerely,  Richard  G.  Nesbit 


! 
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THE  V.IUS  OF  A  SMILE 
’Vi  1  bur  D.  Nesbit. 

The  thing  that  goes  the  farthest 
Toward  making  life  worth  while, 

That  costs  the  least,  and  does  the  most, 

Is  just  a  pleasant  smile. 

The  smile  that  bubbles  from  the  heart 
That  loves  its  fellcwmen 
Till  drive  a '"ay  the  clouds  of  gloom 
And  coax  the  sun  again. 

It  pays  the  higher  interest, 

For  it  is  merely  lent, 

It’s  worth  a  million  dollars-- 
And  it  doesn't  cost  a  cent. 

There  is  no  room  for  sadness 
’here  we  see  a  cheery  smile; 

It  always  has  the  same  good  look; 

It's  never  out  of  style; 

It  nerves  us  on  to  try  again 
Then  failure  makes  us  blue; 

The  dimples  of  encouragement  are  good 
For  me  and  you.  , 

So -smile  away! 

Folks  understand  what  by  a  smile  is  meant; 
It's  worth  a  million  dollars -- 
And  it  doesn't  cost  a  cent. 

A  smile  comes  easily  enough. 

A  twinkle  in  the  eye 
Is  natural,  and  does- more  good 
Than  any  long-drawn  sigh] 

It  touches  on  the  heartstrings 
Till  they  quiver  blithe  and  long, 

And  always  leaves  an  echo 
That  is  very  like  a  song. 

(Copyrighted  by  Vo 11 and  Co.) 


SOLE  NEE'S  ABOUT  LY  FOLKS. 
0.3.  Nesbit 


Allcgra  Mary  Uosbit  received  a  Masters  Degree  in  education 
at  the  University  of  Chicago,  June  11,  1937.  She  is  head  of 
the  history  department  in  Lew  Wallace  High  School,  Gary,  Ind. 
Her  thesis  v/as  on  the  Development  of  Citizenship  through  Stu¬ 
dent  Participations  in  the  Lew  Wallace  School,  Gary.  She 
and  her  mother  attended  the  N.E.A*  meeting  at  Detroit  in  July 
and  spent  a  week  end  at  Ann  Arbor. 

Charley  lie  Cray  of  Albany,  Calf,  and  his  son  Earl  v/ere  with 
us  for  breakfast  on  New  Years  day.  Earl  finished  high  school 
in  June.  Thanks  for  an  invitation. 

Beatrice  Oppenheim  and  Judith  were  afraid  to  trust  a 
trip  back  to  Singapore  last  fall  and  have  an  apartment  in 
Chicago  near  the  University  where  Judith  attends  the  Nursery 
School.  They  will  be  home  for  Christmas. 

ion  of  George  Young  of  Central ia,  Kansas  was 
it  Ft.  Sheridan  and  came  out  to  see  us  a  coup- 


John  Young, 
at  R.O.T.C.  camp 

le  of  times.  He  is  an  engineering  student  at  Kansas  State 


Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan.  Hi 
that  college.  Brother  Edward  was  here 


brother  is  also  at 


on 


his  last  visit  and 


I  arranged  for  then  to  be  taken  through  the  steel  mills. 

Brother  Edward  T.  and  wife  of  Colusa,  California  stopped 
enroute  and  upon  their  return  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  to  visit 
their  son  Dr.  Reed  Nesbit  and  family  in  their  new  summer  home 
on  the  Huron  River  about  twenty  miles  from  their  home. 

Reed  brought  his  family  down  Nov. 12,  he  went  on  by  train 
to  speak  at  a  medical  meeting  in  Milwaukee  that  night.  I 
met  him  in  Chicago  the  next  day,  wo  took  in  the  "Hobby  Snow" 
and  "You  Cant  Take  It  r’ith  You"  returning  home  for  a  good 
dinner.  At  night  we  had  family  motion  pictures. 


Cousin  Sar< 


*h  Reel  and  Edith  Bonn  are  at  421  Foothill  Blvd., 
Glendora,  Calf.  Sarah  had  her  two  son's  and  daughter  with 
her  on  her  Century  birthday  celebration,  Sept.  9th.  She  is 
the  oldest  known  descendant  of  great-grandfather  Samuel  Nisbct. 
She  is  a  rema.rke.ble  woman  indeed. 


,  1937.  Interment  at 
,  Calf.  She  was  a  daughter 
Nisbet.  Her  only  child  is  L  ►  W.  La. thews 


Cousin  Annie  I.lathews  died  Larch 
Cypress  View  Mausoleum,  San  Diego 
of  Uncle  John  Thome, 
at  Encinitas,  Calf. 

Benj.  F.  IlcCray  aged  94  died  at  Oakland,  Calf,  at  home 
of  his  daughter  Ruth  Usher,  interment.  Jan.  25,  1937,  Sunset 
Cemetery,  Richmond  by  side  of  his  wife,  Hary  Nesbit  my  oldest 
sister.  He  v/as  father  of  ten  children,  thirteen  grandchildren 
and  six  great  grand  children.  His  daughter  Bell  Chambers,  died 
the  week  before.  She  and  Ruth  lived  together. 

Cousin  Hal lie  Nesbit  Scott,  b.  1822  daughter  of  Uncle  • 
Nicholas  Nesbit  and  last  of  that  family  died  Jan.  22,  1937 
at  Richmond,  Calif.,  Christian  Science  Services,  cremated. 

Cousin  Lucinda  Elizabeth  (Young)  Cartmcll,  died  August 
30,  1937,  82  years  8  months,  at  her  home  on  the  fern  near 
Stoutsville,  Missouri.  Her  son  Emery  Oti$  and  she  lived  together. 

Joe  Roister  of  Lexington,  Kentucky  is  making  good  as  a 
newspaper  man.  Thanks  Joe  for  the  feature  stories  sent.  Hv 
is  Mrs.  7/ill i 


Re i s ter  1 s 


son. 


She  has  not  been  very  well. 


Hope  she  has  recovered  her  usual  good  health. 


THE  NES3IT-ENDIC0TT  REUNION 


attended  by  about  one 


hundred  at  Cynthiana,  Indiana  Sept.  5,  1937.  A.  J.  Endicott 


is  president. 


HAFFY  NEVf  YEAR  TO  YOU  ALL 


. 

t 


THD  NISE-T  ISTATD 

John  Ne*stitt  Dowling 


In  the  year  547,  the  Saxons  of  Nor thumb or land,  lod  by 
Ida  tho  Flamoboarjr,  invaded  and  took  possession  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  north  of  tho  T we  ed--known  as  tho  Lothians.  ’"ith  tho 
exception  of  the  citadels  Dunbar  and  Duns,  they  gave  names 
familiar  to  themselves  to  all  parts  of  it.  About  tr'o  miles 
south  of  Duns,  from  which  it  was  separated  by  a  marsh,  rose  a 
barrier,  or  ridge,  running  from  ,.,est  to  east,  which  by  its 
form  suggested  to  the  Saxon  imagination  the  familiar  protu¬ 
berance  beneath  the  body  of  the  scv',  which  they  termed  the 
Dilster--a  compound  word  composed  of  Di 1 -- soothing--and  Star-- 
ricing.  The  district  then  over  run  by  swine',  sti_l  bears  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  fact  by  such  names  as  Swinton  and  Swinburn. 


house 


The  estate  which 
ed  with  its  manor 
the  list  of  manors  which  bdg 
about  the  year  1095  is  all eg 


included  this  remar: 
1 Dil s ter-hal le " 
r-- the 
d  in  a 


It 

son  of  A. 
draft  charter 


e  mound  was 
is  so  named 


alcolm  Ceann: 


nam- 

in 

; .  *  r  o  —  — 


new  at 


Durham  to  hav; 
St*  Cuthbert* 


intended  for  the  endowment  of  the  monks  of 


ar  1070  JIalcolm 

to 


About  the  y 
in  the  grant  of  lands  he  made 
berland,  Gospatric,  his  cousin 
the  def once 


»• 


had 

the 

vhen 


d  this  estate 
d  Dari  of  IJorthum- 
ri  th 


incj.ua  e 
deprive 

ho  entrusted  him  vi  uu 


of  Dunbar  and  the  I  othian  province 


.-.bout  1035 


v/hen  Ddgar  succeeded  his  father,  being  on  friendly  terms  with 
"iliian  Rufus,  the  Conqueror's  son  and  successor,  and  the 

of  his  son  Gospatric 


f  avour 


Carl  Gospatric  having  returned  in 
brother  of  Dolfin',  the  altered  conditions  in  respect  of  the 
estate  called  for  revision.  In  the  first  place,  by  reason  of 
Cdgar's  upbringing  at  'Tornan  Court,  the  vulgar  name  by  ’"hi ch 
the  estate  was  known  displeased  him,  and  he  changed  it  to 
Nesebite,  which  likened  its  distinctive  feature  to  the  famil¬ 
iar  guard  on  the  caps  of  the  Herman  men-at-arms.  Further, 
inasmuch  as  peaceable  conditions  then  existed,  by  which  Gos¬ 
patric  ’s  duties  had  become  nominal,  and  by  reason  also  of 
King  Cdgar's  devotion  to  the  church,  the  custodian  of  Dunbar 
before  _138  executed  a  deed  by  which  Tdrom  and "AV/i am  Vi  1 1  am 
quae  di  c  i  tur  IT  es  ebi  to  wa  s  assigned  to  the  monks  of  St.  Cu  th¬ 
is  ert  .  The  final  arrangement  agreed  upon  '.ith  Gospatric  III, 
was  that  his  relation  and  acting  steward  of  his  household, 
Aldan  the  son  of  Or  in,  should  enjoy  the  hereditary  right  of  ’ 
tenancy  under  the  ownership  of  the  Honks  of  3t.  Cuthbert. 


In  the  course  of  time  absolute  possession  became  the 
family  inheritance,  and  so  remained  until  the  17th  century 
when  it  was  lost  through  Sir  .Alexander's  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  King  Charles  th-  First. 

July  12,  1937 


H 


John 


Do  wl i  ng 


' 


a  ' 


GS.IU.AL  QGY  of  tho  NIS3ETS  of  NISBET 
"" .  John  Nesbitt  Dowling 


KENNETH,  II.  King  of  the  Scots,  cir.  971  had  a  son  - 
Malcolm,  II.  who  reigned  1005-1034.  Not  having  a  son,  the 
latter  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  daughter  -  BETHOC  who  had 
married  CRINAN  -  the  lay  Abbot  of  Dunkeld.  By  this  marriage 
she  bore  DUNCAN  who  reigned  1054-40.  She  also  bore  Maldred 
who  married  Elgitha,  daughter  of  ETHEL RED  II.  King  of  England, 
by  whom  he  had  GOSPATRIC  who  was  Earl  of  Northumberland  1067- 
72.  A  few  years  later  his  cousin  -  Malcolm  Canmcre  -  King  of 
Scots  made  him.  Govenor  of  Dunbar  -  joining  with  several  manors 
in  Lothian,  among  which  was  Dil ster-hall e .  The  latter  had 
been  so  named  by  the  Saxon  immigrants  who  likened  a  ridge  on 
the  estate  to  the  Udder  of  a  sow.  When  Edgar,  the  son  of 
Malcolm  Canmore  inherited  the  Lothian  province,  he  took  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  vulgar  name  of  the  manor,  and  directed  Gospatric 
the  Second  to  change  it  to  Nesebite  which  signified  the  remark¬ 
able  feature  on  the  caps  of  the  Norman  men-at-arms.  As  Edgar 
was  always  on  peaceable  terms  with  England,  and  favoured  the 
extension  of  religion,  he  directed  Gospatric  to  make  a  will 
in  favour  of  the  monks  of  St.  Cuthbert  in  respect  of  this 
manor  of  Nesebite.  Guspatric  III.  raised  an  objection  to 
this  grant.  But  David  the  King  insisted  upon  it.  The  final, 
terms  arranged  were  that  Gospatric* s  relative  and  steward  - 
ALADIN  the  son  of  CRIN,  and  grandson  of  the  daughter  of  the 
first  Gospatric,  should  have  the  hereditary  right  of  tenancy 
under  the  ownership  of  the  monks  of  St. Cuthbert. 


LOAN  had  married  a  daughter  of  the  Siward  family,  and 
had  3  sons,  viz*:  ADAM,  who  succeeded  to  the  family  estate 
at  Prendreges te ,  'Yilliam,  who  became  tenant  at  NESEBITE,  and 
GILBERT  of  Polworth.  '"illiam’s  son  Thomas,  who  succeeded  at 
Nesebite,  afterwards  became  Prior  of  Coldingham.  A  second 
Thomas  followed,  after  whom  the  estate  was  divided  into  East 
and  *'est  Nisbet,  the  latter  portion  being  successively  occupi¬ 
ed  by  Adam,  Alexander,  '"illiam,  Adam  and  Adam.  During  the 
life-time  of  the  two  last  named  warfare  existed  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland.  The  younger  Adam  had  an  emporium  at 
Berwick-on-Tweed,  trading  between  France  and  Scotland,  by 
which  he  amassed  a  fortune,  and  was  able  to  establish  his 
right  to  the  paternal  estate.  •  During  the  years  1364  to  1372 

of  r'est  Nisbet,  which  in  August  1355  had  been 
a  battle  between  English  and  Scots.  Adam  was 
his  son  rhilip,  who  about  1368  assumed  the  arms 
of  "Ar.  Three  Boars  *  heads  erazed,  sable. 11  He  married  a  dau¬ 
ghter  of  "'al  ter  Hamilton  of  Cadzow,  by  whom  he  had  a  son 
Robert  who  married  the  daughter  of  John  Horne  of  ’’edderburn. 

A  second  battle  occurred  22  June  1402  on  Nisbet  Muir,  when  it 
is  probable  Philip  lost  his  life.  His  son  Robert  who  had  a 
large  family,  and  succeeded  to  ":est  Nisbet,  was  killed  when 
fighting  in  France,  at  Verneuil  16  August,  1424.  The  lineal 

son  .  Adam,  whose  elder  son, 
The  line  reverted  to 


he  was  laird 
the  field  of 
succeeded  by 
Ar.  Three 


the 


succession  was  carried  on  by  his 
Fhilip  left  no  legitimate  issue, 
second  son  -  Adam,  and  was  then  followed  lineally  by  Fhilip 
who  married  El  one  Ruthcrfurd,  Adam,  Philip,  George  and  Sir 
Philip  Fhilip,  then  lastly  by  Sir  Alexander  Nisbet,  Knt.  with 
his  -sons  and  substance  Sir  Alexander  supported  the  cause  of 


King  Charles  I.,  but. failing  adequate  royal  recognition  of  his 
sacrifices,  vas  unable  to  redeem  his  landed  estate,  which  thus 
was  lost  to  the  Nisbet  family. 

Jan.  7,  1937 


John  Nesbitt  Dowling 


- 

•• 

■ 

. 


. 


THE  ARMS  OF  NIS3  :T  OF  NISBET 
3ER*'iC::SHI?JIf  SCOTT  AND 

John  Nesbitt  Dowling 

In  the  year  1385  Chari  os  the  Sixth  of 


’ranee,  who  was 


planning  an  attack  upon  England,  sent  into  Scotland  according 
to  a  previous  arrangement  a  large  sum  of  money  and  twelve 
hundred  suits  of  armour,  accompanied  by  a  thousand  men-at-arms 
with  their  followers.  .Is  there  were  shared  by  the  Scottish 
nobility,  it  is  most  probable  that  about  the  year  1585  ^hilip 
de  Nisbit  'cominus  ejusder:'  assumed  his  distinctive  Coat  of 
*-rms.  In  this  year  August  12  was  fought  the  battle  of  Otter- 
burn  (Chevy  Chase).  Although  James  the  second  Earl  of  Douglas 
was  slain  therein,  the  Scots,  doubtless  including  the  Nisb-t 
laird,  def-at-d  the  English.  Cn  June  22,  1402,  the  s-ccnd 
battle  of  Nisbet  at  Nisbet  Muir  was  fought,  wherein  probably 
Philip  was  killed.  Cn  the  14th  September  following,  at  the 
battle  of  Homildon  Hill,  the  Scots  were  defeated  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish.  Amond  the  slain  was  Adam  Gordon  who  fought  there  with 
Sir  John  Swinton.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  arms  borne  by 
tho  neighbouring  families  of  Nisbet,  Gordon  and  Swinton  dis¬ 


played  the  'three  boars 


ads  ' 


as  th 


device  upon  their 


shields,  differing  them  only  by  the  colours. 


Philip  de  Nisbet 


:c coded  by  his  son  Robert  who  was 
born  about  the  year  1372.  He  married  Margaret  the  daughter 
of  John  Home  of  "edderburn  by  whom  he  had  a  numerous  family. 

He  was  slain  16th  August  1424  at  the  battle  of  Verneuil  in 
France  when  fighting  with  4000  -Scots  under  Archibald  the  four¬ 
th.  Carl  of  Douglas  against  the  English,  who  were  victorious 
in  their  overwhelming  attack. 

John  Nesbitt  Dowling 


Edgbaston,  Birmingham,  England. 

July  12,  ''1937. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  read  through  the  typed  copies  of  my  contributions 
to  NES3IT0I  OGY  and  am  returning  them  to  you  with  the  necessary 
corrections. 

Although  I  have  compiled  a  history  of  the  main  stem  of 
the  family  and  also  on-  of  the  branch  to  which  I  belong,  they 
remain  in  the  Script  which  I  hav^  no  intention  of  publishing. 
Even  my  own  descendants  may  not  take  the  trouble  to  r-aa  what 
took  me  much  time  and  research  to  embody. 

It  seems  to  me  that  your  N.SBITOEOCY  is  th-  homeopathic 
dose  b-st  suited  to  a  world  so  much  engrossed  in  other  matt-rs. 

The  history  of  the  past  should  be  an  incentive  to  all  of 
us" to  go  one  b-tter"  than  our  forbears,  and  so  h-lp  the  -volu¬ 
tion  to  tho  end  that  the  world  was  made  for. 

ith  my  best  wishes,  John  N-sbitt  Dowling. 

48  Gough  Road, 


Thanks  Mr.  eov:.  ing  for  your  contributions.  They  will  fco 
gr eatiy  pri z-d  by  us  all.  I  wish  my  readers  could  see  the 
manuscripts  prepared  by  his  own  hand  and  pen,  beautifully 

John,  please  send  me  the  names  and  addresses  of  your 
family  that  I  may  send  there,  copies.  o«  3.  N, 


.. 


A  RARE  EDUCATIONAL  DOCUMENT. 


Colonel  Grant- of  Dunbar,.  Scotland,  sent  the. original 
well  written  finely  preserved  memorandum  . cone erning  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  Lilian  Nisbot  1723  from.  Mr.  •  Alston,  which  will  be 
prized  by  those  interested ' in  education,  and  nigh  school  stu¬ 
dents.  The  ’"illian  referred  to  becarae  an  U.  -P.  anc  onJ  time 
was- Master  of  the  Free  Masons  .of .  Scotland .  -  ,  . 

0  3.  Nesbit,  C-ary,'  Indiana  has-a  photostat  copy  of  this 

rare  document  and  he  had  this  copy  mimeographed  and  till  dis¬ 
tribute  it  among  his  school  friends  in  1937. 


Memorandum  for  Mr.  .Nisbot  anent  his  reading 


22d  Ap : 
1723 


That  every  morning  and  forenoon  he  shall  report  as  many  of 
the  rules  of  his  grammar  as  he  can  make  himself  master^of ,  an 
that  before  twelve  o’cloack.thc  Master  or  some _ of  tne  doctors 
should  every  day  hear  what  ho  “hath  ;*pt;  and  this  be  continued 
til  he  is  perfectly  master  of  all  the  Grammar  ruxes  Which  he 
hath  been  formerly  taught -especi ally  the  first  and  third,  par  s 

of  it,  •  .  .  ..  >  ;  '  . 

'  ,t  -  '  »  .  *  .  • 

Then  this  is  done  he  should  bestow  the'  same-  hours  every. 

•  day  in  ' retting  by  heart  the  rules  of  Mr  .  Rudimans  Syntax, 
allso  to  be  taken  * ae count  of  every  .day  before  twelve . aclcack 

the  Grammar  was.  . 

*  *  .  .  .  •  /  •  .  :  * 

4  *  .  - ;  •  *  • 

For  the  afternoon  he  may  every  Munday- and  Tuesday  get  about 
20.1  i no s of  Aeneid  to  explain  without  any  help  but  his  DiCbionc.rj 
only  that  the  Master  should  help  him  when  he  comes  to  a  diliicui- 
ty  that  he  can  not  get  ever  and  should  be  taken  cut  of  .bjior^t  ^ 
school  dismiss  at  night,*  and' he  made  to  tpnse  4  or  5  -j- . , 
give  account,  of  the  analysis  of  every  l.oun^and  \erb  v  .  - 

asking  in  his  whole  lesson  and  construe  ev-^ry  .  tntone.  i  - 

applying  every  rule  of  his  Grammar  and  oyntax  as  ho  go-s  a  cn^, 
and  when  he  goes  home  at  night  he  should  be  ordered  to  got  his 
lesson  in  Virgil  to  repeat  and  heard  give  an  account  cf  l o  as 
soon  as  he  enter  the  School  n-jxt  morning. 


Upon  Wednesday  Thursday  &  Friday  afternoon  ho  may  road  3^. 
or  40.* Lines  of  Caesars  Commentary  beginning  at  the  bd,  or  ecu 
book  as  the  Master  pleases  without  any  help  but  his^ dictionary 
and  before  the  School  dismisses  at  night  he  should  be  examinee 
upon  it  and  made  to  give  rules  for  the  analyses  of  every  vora 
and 


the  construction  of  every  sentence  that  is  worth  noticing. 


Upon  Saturday  in  the  morning  and  afternoon  he  should  repeat 
all  he  has  learned  the  week  before  of  his  Grammar^  Syntax  ana 
Virgil,  for  fixing  them  better  in  his  memory  and  for  this  cna- 


fridayes  night  ought  to  be  lei 


t  free  to  him  in  his  chancer 


Every  night  when  he  is  in  his  room  (except  friday  which 
is  disposed  of  before)  he  nay  put  the  examples  Rudi nan's 
Granmaticall  exercises  into  right  construction 
the  second  oart  of  them  which  is  the  4th  page. 


of  Rudi man's 
beginning  at 


His 


Master  should  make  him  understand  how  the  references 


in  the  examples  correspond  with  the  rules  in  the  Syntax  in  his 
rudiments,  by  figures,  so  that  he  may  know  by  what  rule ,  and  by 
what  note  or  exception  of  every  rule  each  sample 
Ho  might  begin  with  a  page  af terwards  advance 
of  these  examples  as  he  is  abls  to  writ-  thriu 
Master  helping  him  in  his  room  wherever  it  is 
he  ought  to  be  examined  upon  his-  evening  tasks  either  befer^  n 
rr0es  to  bed  or  in  the  morning  when  he-  goes  first  to  school  and 
caused  to  apply  the  rules  of  his  °yntax  to  every  example  he  has 

wri te  ♦ 


does  belong, 
to  a  leaf  or  more 
*v*ry  night;  his 
needful.  And 


Once  a  week  (viz  upon  Saturdays  night  he  should  translate 
about  20  Lines  of  Caesar  which  he  hath  read  that  week  into  as 
good-  English  as  he  can  and  write  it  be way  of  version,  being 
allowed  to  paraphrase  it  in  his  own  way,  only  keeping  as  n~ar 
the  author’s  meaning  as  possible,  And  this  should  b~  examined 

particular 

right. 


on  Munday  morning  the  first  thing 
notes  should  be  taken  of  spelling 


that  is  acne  wher; 
the  English  words 


After  ho  hath  made  himself  master  of  the  rules  of 
and  Syntax  which  is  hoped  may  be  in  two  or  three  weeks 
morning  and  forenoon  every  day  for  tha 


the 


im 


Grammar 
allowing 
t  purpose  during  that 

time:  he  should  take  one  or  two  of  these  dyets  every  week  tor 

writing  at  home  in  Latino,  which  his  Master  should  die  tat  to 
out  of  some  part  of  Caesar  which  he  hath  read  about  6.  or  eO,  . 
days  before,  taking  the  book  from  him  while  he  is  writing  io  in 
the  School,  and  this  should  not  exce.ed  18.  or  20  lines  in  the 
latino  book.  And  the  rest  of  these  dyets  when  once  they  become 
free  from  his  repeating  may  be  employed  partly  in  constructing 
some  more  of  Mr.  Rudimans  examples  and  partly  in  reading  mere  of 
Caesar  as  the  Master  shall  order  him. 


Endorsement  on  back. 
"Momorand  for  Mr. 
Mr .  .-Istcn  anent 


1723  from 


Mi sb  ot 
his  education" 


Harrison  -  nisbet  descend. ,nt 


n 


Dear 


Nju  York  City,  January  13,  1937 

Dr.  Nosbit: 

I  now  have  time  at  my  home  to  further  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  6th  instant  and  wish  to  acknowledge  and  thank 
you  for  the  Nos.  3  and  4  N-sbitology  which  were  found  to  be 
very  int-r-sting.  Th-re  were  s-v^ral  items  therin  tnat  I 
would  like  to  comment  on,  but  time  will  not  permit  at  this 
writing. 

During  the  past  ten  years  I  have  made  it  a  spare  time 
hobby  to  record  all  my  kin,  going  back  in  each  branch  to  th- 
oldcst  known  progenitor  and  sitting  down  each  and  -v-ry  d e y 
scendant.  Kcw-ver  quickly  realizing  to  do  this  with  the  Nisbet 
family  would  require  many  years  of  work  and- com  espondenc e , 


only  the  known  ancestors  of  rny 
recorded. 

Therefore,  no  attempt  has 
secure  a  compl-te  record  of  the 
the  "eir  and  Buchanan  families, 
Noble  of  Rhodes,  Iowa  furnished 


lizabeth  Nisbet  have  b-en 


been 
Ni  s  b 
Hrs . 
c  ui  t 


made  by  thj  writer  to 


it  family.  In  tracing 
Carri-  Scott  Gregg- 
j  a  lot  of  the  Nisbet  in¬ 
formation  and  this  delta  was  added  to  by  th--  writer.  In  \-ri-\. 
of  the  fact  the  Nisb-t  record  is  r-f-rred  to  rather  thoroughly 
in  "The  Harvey  Book",*  published  1896  at  'iikes  Barre,  Pa.,  and 
also  that  so  many  others  more  closely  related  ar -  working  on 
similar  r-cords,  I  have  felt  that  the  limited  tim-  I  could 
devote  would  be  of  v-r y  little  value. 

My  connection  to  the  Nisbets  has  b-en  accepted  as  start- 
ing  with  the  Nisbets  in  the  Shire  of  Berwick  (king  Edgar 
circa  AD  1097),  through  to  the  Nisbets  of  Greenholmo  in  'the ^ 
Shire  of  ^yr ;  Hurdoch  Neisbit  of  Hardhill  (Th-  I  ollard);  Alex¬ 
ander  Naisbit;-  James  Neisbit  of  Hardhill;  John  N-isbit  (John- 
Nosbeit,  John©  Nsisbitt)  b  1627  hung  Doc.  4,  1685,  wife  Marg¬ 
aret  Law;  Hugh  Nisbet;  Alexander  Nisbet  b  1671;  “'ill  Nisbet 
b  1695;  Elizabeth  Nisbet  of  Hardhill  b  1730,  d  1813,  married 
Charles  Weir  1750  from  parish  of  Shotts  to  Blantyro. 

I  reference  to  the  above,  I  quote  from  my  records: 

T"eir  Robertson  born  1789  in  Blantyre,  died  1866,  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  Nisbe t-'”eir ,  possessed  a  remarkable 
memory  in  her  later  years  and  many  old  documents  as  proof 
she  well  merits  the  title  given  to  her  as  "The  Historian  . 
Remembering  her  grandmother  Eiizo.beth  Nisbet-  eir  very  well, 
Agnes  is  responsible  for  the  origional  tradition  that  she  was 
descended  from  John  Nisbet  of  Hardhill,  the  Covenanter  and  toox 
great  pride  in  showing  the  various  papers  and  documents  handed 
down  to  her  from  her  grandmother,  even  then  centuries  old'. 

In  1934-1935  I  was  in  communication  with  Robert  Chancellor 
Nisbet,  Zsq.  of  ’"e s t  Brompton  and  Nisbet  House  after  being 
referred  to  him  by  my  kinsman,  the  Reverand  .  B.  C.  Buchanan 
of  Kilmarnock,  who  forwarded  newspaper  clippings  relating  to 
the  unveiling  of  the  memorial  in  Old  Greyfriars  Church  to 
Alexander  Nisbet,  and  during  that  time  received  pictures  ana 
pamphlets  relating  to  Nisbet  House  in  Duns.  Prom  my  corres- 


kgnos 


Cu 


,nd 


t  appears  that  Hr.  Nisbe tt  was 
publication,  which  upon  c om.pl 


pond  on 
hand  for 
ed  to 

pie  ted  and  have  wanted 
to  determine 


o 


dat 


gat her in 
etion  would  b 

others.  I  have  not  been  notified  that  this  was 


for 


what  progr 


p  c*  c 
U  o  o 


some 

has 


tim: 
jo  an 


:  .to 
read; 


address  him 


to 

e  offer- 
com- 
gain 


along  this  lino. 


. 


I  note  that  quite  a  lot  has  boon  written  and  still  no 
mention  has  been  made  of  my  exact  connection,  so  continuing 
with  Elizabeth  Nisbet  and  Charles  ’”eir;  their  fourth  child, 
James  "’eir  married  Elizabeth  Forrest  from  Uddingston  and 
had  Christian  "’eir,  born  4-14-1791  at  ^ricry  I  ill,  31  an  tyre 
married  in  1316 


A1 


:andor  Buchanan,  born  1770  at  Coatbridge 
whose  fourth  chil d, Christina  Buchanan  married  James  Fleming 


in  Scotland,  and  their  2nd  child, Christina 
married  Abraham  Young  (my  grandparents). 


"eir -FI eming 


You  will  note  from  the  above  that  my  relationship  is 
really  quite  distant.  However ,  if  you  are  familiar  with 
the  Harvey  Book  and  other  publications,  you  will  note  that 
James  nisbet,  a  cousin  of  the  above  Elizabeth  Nisbet-'  eir , 
born  about  1655,  came  to  America  on  bee  ember  20,  1685  and 
finally  settled  at  Newark,  New  Jersey  and  that  his  son  married 
into  the  Harrison  family.  The  Harrisons  are  also  my  progeni¬ 
tors  and  I  h,ivj  believed  that  this  Nisbet-Harri son  branch 
were  also  my  progenitors,  but  at  this  writing  this  v;ould  not 
be  stated  as  an  actua^  fact.  There  are  three  of  us  working^ 
on  the  Harrison  records  now  (myself,  a  Harrison  in  Texas  and 
a  Harrison  in  Indiana)  and  this  may  be  proven  within  a  short 
time.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a  large  percenta 
Ni'sbets  in  America  today  are  descended  from  those 
for  you  will  note  that  a  very  large  number  are  recorded  in 
this  Harvey  Book  and  in  the  other  publications . 

I  am  most  thankful  to  you  for  sending  the  Nisbet  pamp¬ 
hlet  and  copies  of  your  Nssbitology  and  would  be  glad  to  help 
in  any  way  my  limited  time  would  permit  along  the/eo  genealogi¬ 
cal  pursuits  or  otherwise,  and  to  hear  from  you  and  others 
at  anytime.  Cordially  yours, 

45  ’"all  Street  Vernon  T”.  Davidson  Sr. 


;e  of  the 
at  Newark 


sine 

R. 

all 


My  dear  Dr.  Nesbit: 

Today’s  post  brought  me  the  phot< 
and  the  beautiful  message  from  Robert 
most  happy  to  have  both  and  thank  you 
them  to  me.  I  shall  write  also  to  Nr 
thoughtfulness  will  be  appreciated  by 
enough  to  be  remembered. 

If  you  have  any  copies  left,  and  are  willing  to  i; 
one  more  in  your  remembrances,  my  brother,  General  Car. 
Nesbitt,  The  Adjutant  General's  Office,  Austin,  Texas, 

I  am  sure,  be  delighted  to  receive  a  copy.  His  lovely 

■jo od  carver  who  is  carving  the  Nisbet  < 

miliar  wit 
1 


sreiy  i or  auau 
C.  Nesbitt,  wb 
who  are  fortur 

willing  to  inc 
General  Carl 


oo,  me  adjutant  General's  Office,  Austin,  Texas 
i  am  sure,  be  delighted  to  receive  a'  copy.  His  level; 
knows  a  Mexican  wood  carver  who  is  carving  the  Nisbet 
for  my  brother  and  also  for  me.  I  am  not  familiar  wi 
work,  but  my  sister  told  me  that  it  is  excellent.  If 
are  interested,  I  am  sure  that  she  v/ould  be  glad  to 
your  questions,  if  any,  about  it. 

,he  New  Year  may  bring  you  a  full  r 
ness,  and  with  renewed  expressions 
very  truly,  Clarence  R.  Nesbil 


interested,  l  am  sure  inai  sne  wouiu  dc 
your  questions,  if  any,  about  it. 

I  trust  that  the  New  Year  may  bring  yo‘ 
of  health  and  happiness,  and  with  renewed  e 
thanks,  I  am  Yours  very  truly,  Clarence 


January  15,  1937 

De ar  Dr.  wesoit: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  January  6,  and  separately 
copy  No.  4  of  Nesbi tology  has  also  arrived.  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  both. 

According  to  traditions  about  the  family  that  have  come 
down  to  me,  the  Nisbets  hav«-  always  been  clannish.  ihat 


, 

: 


clannishness  is  justified,  however,  on  the  basis  of  pride- in 
correct  living,  and  each  member  in  turn  has  always  been  will¬ 
ing  to  encourage  and  help  the  others  where  possible  to  inde¬ 
pendence  and  leadership.  .  If  all  families  would  look  after 
their  own,  v/e  would  have  no  need  for  governmental  discipline, 
relief,  doles  or  other  burdens,  which  are  today  Weighing 
down  the  people  of  every  land. 


and 

able 


Ilosbi  tology  festers  the  clannishness  to  which  I  refer, 
is,  therefore,  not  on_y  worth  while,  but  highly  d.sir- 
as  a  nuans  of  reminding  each  .r e'eipi  ent  that  he  or  she  a 
Nisbet;  that  in  the  veins  of  evjry  Nish.-t  is  royal  blood;  and 
that'  there  are.  very  f  ew  families  in  history  that  arJ  older 
or  who s ^  members  in  Each  generation  have  more  consistently 
achieved  desirable  ends  for  more  than  a  thousand  year’s.  I 
trust  that  Nesbitology  .may  k 


'  U  ua  O  i '4  J  O  U  X  O  U  J.  V  (j,  J  •  UiO-J  -TC  -  p  ouniii  • 

I  trust,  moreover,  that  Hi  sb - 1 s  and  Nesbitts  may  ccntinu 
their  interest  in  the  family's  traditions.  I  ar.r  sure-  that  I 
shall,  and  some  day  I  am  hop-ful  that  I  may  round  out  th- ^  ^  • 
data. -I'  havl  byEn  collecting  for  years  in  a  nm;'  volume1,  -which ' 
rill  give  valuable  history  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief  has  never  be^n  published  before.  I  hav„  fairly 
complete  genealogical  data  pertaining  to  the  male  members 
of-  my  .line  back  to  Allan  IJesbitt  of  dmdalo,  Rathfryland, 
County  Down,  Ireland,  who  was  born  about  1660,  and  whose  will 
was  .proven  in  the  Dioc-se  of  Dromore,  parishes  of  Ballyroney 
and  Drumgarth.  A  letter-  from  one  of  his  desc  endants -there 
to  my  great-grandfather  tells*  of  the  flight  of  Allan  or  hi s 
father  from  Scotland  about  1600  or  before. 

Can  any  member  of  the  clan  give  me  any  information  that 
might  help  connec t  •  A1 lan  with  a  particular  branch  of  the 
family  in  Scotland?  I  understand  th-e  family  was  living  in 
Fife.shire  prior  to  leaving  for  Ireland.  Yours  sinc  jrr*y,  '  ; 
653.4  Dalzell- Place,  Pittsburgh',  Paf,  ..Clarence  R.  Nesbitt 


coming. 


VISITED' NISBET  .HOUSE 

•  ■  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

April  15,  1937 

Dear  Dr.  Nesbit:.  '  .  % 

Your  last  communication  Was  full'  of  interest.  perhaps 
you  would,  like  the  story  of  bur  day  at  Nisbet  House,  last 

.August  31.  ...  _  . 

Mother  arid  I  were  told  to.  ask  for  the  gardener  and  his 
wife  as  the  Big4  House  was  again  to  be  vacant.  "*o  found  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cowieson  most  courteous  and  helpful.  Hr.  Nesbitt 
was  to  be  there' in  a  few  days  tut  we  missed,  him.  Mrs. ^ 
Cowieson  showed  us  about  the  old  pldc e* and ' later  I  took-  some 

pictures.  - - - 

Going  about  the  hoary  pile  was  a  great  experience  with 
one  v;ho  had  served  for  32  years  with  interest  and  loyalty. 
"You  are  now  -ntering  the  home  of  your  ancestors"  could  not 
help  but  thrill  us  both.  Portraits  of  forgotten  folk  stirr- 
~ed  the’  imagination.  One  picture  of  the  park-  before  the  lake 
was  drained  attracted  me  so:  much*  that  I  was  -given  a  photo¬ 
graphic*  copy.  **'ould  you'*like  one  of  it.  or  have  you  .one  by  • 
some  lutky  chance?  ‘  ^  ■  •  : 

'  "'orn  stairs,  narrow  loopholes,  -musty  smells,  queer 
cubbyholes,  dark  passages,  lofty  drawingroom  ceilings.,  wind¬ 
ing  flights  to  upper  stor*ies  which- 'one  found  .to  have  rooms. 


:X  *  5  “I  *  »'•••  X:t  v-  'll  . tv  ut  vUcl 


oddly  shaped,  sor.u  with  glorious  vi-v/s  from  tiu  vimiovs,  on 


urning 
who  had 
to  scan 


from  til -• 

with  a  "lookout"  wlunc  j  tiu  a  1  j  r  t  watclur  might  hav-  s  -•  -■  n  the 
war-torn  banners  com-  ovjr  tiu  hills  from  far-off  frays  or 
dark  lines  of  cattle  drivjn  into  tiu  stronghold  by  raiders: 
all  these  are  etch-d  on  one's,  memory.  But  the  ^reat  kitchen 
fire  was  dead.  Ho  ox  turned  on  the  spit.  Cries  of 
no  longer  echoed  from  the  battlements.  The  anc-stor 
follow-d  Ilary  Queen  of  Scots  had  sent  his  ghost  back 
the  picture  on  the  wall.  as  that  her  fated  beauty? 

The  scene  Is  Changed:  Misb-t  Mouse  is  lighted  by  elec¬ 
tricity.  Hot  and  cold  water  taps  can  be  turned  in  modern 
tubs  and  sinks.  Dangerous  steps  have  been  replaced  to  make 
service  less  dangerous.  Carpets  were  roll-d  up.  Dish-s  and 
books  were  packed.  P-ople  Were  coming  to  se-  about  the 
of  furnishings.  I  was  glad  to  go  with  my  mother  to  the 

That  was  satisfying  with  its  ord-red  but  luxuriant 
of  bloom.  Hr.  Covi-son  has  lavished  his  skill  and  is  abundant 
ly  rewarded.  Such  a  riot  of  roses  and  s we  - 1  peas  you  would 


sal  e 

gardtn 

wealth 


not  e 
were 
was  e 


ct  outside  of 
go  od  a  s  thos- 


^nthus 
A  cup 
to  those 
entertain  Am eric  an 
mote  kin  to  those 


Italy,  p-rhaps.  Sor.u  of  the  flowers 
we  had  seen  at  Hampton  Court.  Mother 
d  about  the  -nor nous  tuber  begonias, 
of  tea  in  the  cottage  and.  then  farewells  were 
folk  who  had  gone  to  so  much  trouble 
strangers  because  they  Were  Nesbitts, 
ho  reared  the  walls  of  ITisbet  three  c 


hospi tabl e 


said 

to 

Te¬ 
rn  tu¬ 


nes  ago 


People  come 
over  the  burden  of  the 
it  back  for  the  use  of 
the  land  of  their  forb 


and  go  there  but  do  not  decide  to  take 
old  place.  ’‘ould  it  not  be  fun  to  buy 
NI8BIT-"I SBJT-N-SCITT  sojourners  in 
iars? 


jTl 


herd  of  Mberde. 
-watched  me  down  by  th 


f  att-n 


have  to  run  before 
midnight  raid  for 


:n  .**ngus  cattle  ..if ted  their  heads  and 
:  fence  focussing  a  camera  on  on-  corn¬ 
er  of  the  house.  Lucky  black  b-asti-s  in  lush  meadow’s 
ing  for  the  foreign  trad^,  they  did  not 
th-  stick  of  a  gillie  hurrying  them  on 
his  Border  Laird, 

Our  taxi  came  and  v/e  took  what  is  likely  to  b-  our  last 
view  of  the  vacant  home  Sir  Philip  of  that  Ilk  luld  dear. 

His  desc-ndant  was  coming  back  in  a  day  or  t  wo  to  end  his 
tenure  (for  the  first  time  in  centuries  by  a  N-sbitt)  in 
his  ancestral  hall.  The  train  took  us  through  vale  and 
hill  twinkling  with  bunny  tails.  Mother  and  I  still  feel 
was  a  great  day.  More  anon. 

62  Barrow  St.  E.  N-sbitt 


it 


T  n 

bt 


D. 


(I  have  a  few  more  photographs  of  the  drawing  of  IJisbe-t 
House,  which  I  have  supplied  to  many  of  the  clan  at  $1.00 
each,  three  for  $2.00.  O.3.N. 


IT.  COL.  NISBCT  HAMILTON  GRANT'S  .FAMILY 

You  have  asked  me  for  some  further  particulars  about 
my  family.  I  presume  that  by  this  you  mean  such  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  as  were  Mis bets?  'ell,  if  this  is  so  I  will  start  by 
referring  you  to  Mary  Misbet  of  Dirletcn  who  married  the 
seventh  Earl  of  Elgin  the  famous  collector  of  the  ^lgin 
Marbles.  She  v/as  born  in  1777  and  her  adventures  are  fully 
set  forth  in  a  book  published  by  me  entitled,  "The  Letters 
of  Mary  Nisbet,"  John  Murray,  1926. 


t- 


\  ’ 


would  b- 


I  expedt  what  would  most  interest  you  and  your  readers 
a  few  notes  about  her  ancestors  -  or  "forebears"  as 


wo 

be 


always  speak  of  them  in  Scotland.  The  notes  however  must 
very  sketchy,  as  I  am  no  expert  at  dis entang-ing  goneal- 
and  as  the  papers  concerning  my  Nisbet  connections 


and  1  have  never 


ogies, 

only  came  into  my  possession  a  few  ye- 
had  time  to,  study  them  properly. 

The  story  however  commences  with  Sir  Harry  (or  Sir  Henry") 
Nisbet  who  was  born1 in  1535  and  was  I  ord  "rovost  cf  Edinburgh 
in  1597.  He  is  believed  to  have  been  descended  from  the  Nisbets 
of  Nisbet  (or  Nisbets  of  that  Ilk)  which  is  the  old  Scottish 
phrase.  The  latter  family* trace  their  descent  back  to  1124. 

One  of  Sir  Harry’s  sons  appears  to  have,  been  a  certain 
Sir  w’illiam  Nisbet  of  Craigentinni e ,  an  Estate  which  he  must., 


either  hav 
sented  to  him. 
Sir  "illic 


bought 


or  inherited  or  which  must 


lot 


been  pre- 


m  like  ail 


prodigious  number  of  desc 
Thomas  Hi  so 


Colonel 
Captain  James 
iy  settled  in 
17.36.  .  One  of 
seems  to  have 
them  "My  D.  3." 
She  w rites  that 


the  Nisbets  of  that  date,  had  a  . 
ndants  amongst  r,nom  th.re  were,  a 
.t  who  died  at  Bergen-cp-Zoon  in  1758, 
t,  Commander  of  -K.M.S.  oodcock  who  latter- 
does  and  married.  He  was  lost  at  sea  in 
the  sisters  of  the  two  above,  was  dmilia  who 
been  devoted  to  her  brothers.  She  writes  to 
"  -  which  presumably  means  "My  dear  brother", 
she  has  a  happy  husband  and  three  pleasant 


Nisb 

Barb 


children. 

One  of  the  younger  of  the  Nisbets  of  Craigentinni e  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Estates  of  Dirlcton  in  1687  and  thus  became  Nisbet 
of  Di rl e ton.  Those  Estates  had.  been  settled  upon  him  by  his 
kinsman  Sir  John  Nisbet. 

Sir  John  Nisbet  was  a  famous  lawyer  of  his  date  and 
created  lord  Dirlcton.  His.  portrait  and  his  famous 


was 

book 


"Dirlcton’ s 


Doubts"  (which  was  afterwards  said  to  b' 
better  than  other  people’s  certainties)  are  at  inton 
Castle.  He  lies  buried  in  the  Nisbet  tomb  in  Greyfriars 
.church,  Edinburgh.  This  is  not  the  place  to  touch  upon 
Dirlcton- Castle  and  its, owners  previous  to  its  having 
been  acquired  by  the  Nisbets  It  dates  back  to  1228  and 
the  history  connected  with  it  is  full  of  stirring  inci¬ 
dents,.  But  I  can  let  you  have  details  at  any  time,  if 
you  like.  : 

To  return  to  the  Nisbets  of  Craigentinni e  who  af terv'ards 
became  Nisbets  of  Dirlcton,  they  had  a  long  line  of  descendants, 
details  about  whom  are  Very  difficult  to  di  s  enta.ngl  e  ,  as  the 
oldest  son  of  generation  after  generation  was  always  called 
"'illiam.  ”'e  have  the  Marriage  Contract  at  pi  cl  dated  March 
27th,  1688  of  one  of  these  v,illiam  Nisbets  who  married  Jean 
3onnott.  The  letters  of  this  Mrs.  Nisbet  to  her  husband  arc 
couched  in  the  most  devoted  terms.  They  start  "My  dearest 
life"  and  end  up  either  "Myov/n  Soule  your  ’“ife"  in  some  casjs  - 
and  in  others  ")Tour  loveing-  and  affectionate  "Miff  till  death". 
Another  ’"illiam  Nisb-t  married  Christian  Bennett  and  their 


Marriage  Certificat 
coupl  e  who  v/crc  the 
the  Sixth  Earl .of  I 


is 

oar 


it  .va; 

t  who 


thi 


m. 


I  ady 


rri  ed 
of 


also  at  Biel.  ^  I  think 
:nts  of  ”’ilh elr.iina  Nisb- 
: v en  and  Me i vi 1 1 e ,  and  who 
exceptional  charm  and  gifts. 

•Eventually  we  come  to  a  certain  V-i  Hi  am  Nisbet  of  -Dirlcton 
who  married  in  1747  Mary  Hamilton  of  Beihnven,  pencai tland ,  and 
Barncleu.th.  This  Lady  succeeded  to  the  Estates  of  Biel 


whic  h 


'  ■' 


£  V 


. 


up  to  that  time  had  belonged  to  the  Lords  Bolhavon.  Seme  of 
these  Lords  Bel  haven  had  most  romantic  and  exciting  careers, 
and  some  particulars  about  then  could  be  furnished  were  it 
not  that  it  might  net  prove  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  your 
notes,  who  will  presumably  be  all  members  of  th~  Nisbet  or 
Nesbitt  Clan. 

Finally  w_  come  to  the  point  from  which  this  memorandum 
started,  namely  to  Nary  Nisbet  of  Dirleton  who  married 
Thomas  Seventh  Earl  of  Elgin.  Her  adventures  are  dealt  v/ith 
in  the  "Letters  of  Nary  Nisbet"  to  which  I  have  referred  above. 

And  after  her  death,  onwards  the  Nisbets  of  Dirleton 
become  merged  into  other  families  and  eventually  into  a  branch 
of  the  Clan  Grant,  respecting  the  achievements  of  which  the 
r-aders  of  this  will  probably  not  be  greatly  interested.  Some 
of  my  Great  Forbears  us^d  to  own  property  in  Jamaica  and  one 
was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Island, 

Biel  Dunbar, 

East  T othian,  Scotland  Nisbet  Hamilton  Grant 

Feb, ,1937. 


A  LETTED  FRO! I  "THE 


.  ■*» 
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*.  y  r 


EN.  " 


NT. 


Catonsvil 1 e , 


Baltimore  County,  lid. 
February  4,  1937 


the  two  last  issues 


Dear  Dr.  Nesbit, 

I  wish  to  acknowl jdg e  with  thanks 
(Nos.  4  and  5)  of  Nesbitology, 

It  will,  no  doubt,  bj  of  int^r^st  to  widely  scattered 
Nesbitts  to  know  about  my  own  forebears  who  s^ttl-d  ^e.rly  in 
Northeastern  Maryland  in  the  region  through  which  lat^r  was 
fixed  the  Nason  and  Dixon  Line* 

The  first  of  our  branch  we  have  record  of  is  Joseph  Nesbitt* 
Ho  appears  first  on  the  tax-rolls  in  1765.  He  rented  a  tract 
of  land  in  1768  called  ""'i do ws  lot".  H-  appears  next  in  the 
Revolutionary  muster  rolls  along  with  his  eldest  son  Alexander. 

He  received  a  gra.nt  of  land  called  "Garden  of  Eden"  in  1789 
and  his  son  a  grant  of  land  called  "Rockland  Hills"  1791. 

His  son  Alexander  attained  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  ’"ar. 

Joseph  had  s-ven  sons.  This  scorns  to  be  the  order  of  their 
births , -A1  exander,  IIos^s,  Samuel,  Jonathan,  Robert,  Joseph  and 
John.  Of  these  ny  own  great.-gra.ndf ath-r  was  !fos.s.  The  four 
youngest  went  w~st.  The  only  notations  I  have  regarding  th-sc 
are  that  Jonathan  and  Joseph  went  west  to  Ohio  near  Dayton  and 
that  Robert  and  John  v.wn  .•  to  '"os tern  Pennsylvania,  .also  that 
John  married  a.  wife  named  Nartha  Donaldson. 

Our  branch  in  Naryland  has  always  held  to  the  spelling 
Nesbitt.  I  hav -  often  wished  that  I  might  trace  this  line 
through  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  A-  to  tracing  backward  from 
Joseph  no  effort  has  yet  b-en  made.  He  or  his  parents  doubtless 
came  between  1740  and  1770  with  th -  Ulster  immigrants  who  came 
in  in  such  large  numbers  by  way  of  New  Castle,  Delaware,  as 
the  port  of  entry.  I  may  be  able  to  make  some  further  research 
in  this  direction  soon. 

I  have  a  desire  to  gather  back  into  the  lovely  hill  country 
of  upper  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  some  of  my  kin  who  have  gone 
forth,  mostly  westward.  living  in  a  suburb  of  Baltimore  I  have 
been  able  to  keep  my  contacts  with  locality  especially  through 
the  old  'Vest  Nottingham  Academy,  which  is  doing  a  splendid  work 
in  preparing  boys  for  college  and  dates  back  in  1741. 


. 


' 


My  father  and  I  and  my  son  all  bear  the  same  name  and  all 
got  our  early  training  at  this  fine  old  Presbyterian  Academy. 

My  son  graduated  from  Princeton  University  in  1956  and 
is  now  in  his  first  year  of  medical  school  at  Johns  Hopkins. 

I  have  a  brother,  James  Lawson  Nesbitt,  a  lawyer  in  New  York. 

If  you  know  of  any  of  the  who  have  a  longing  to  return 
to  the  "rock  from  which  they  were  hewn"  tell  then  to  write 
me.  I  can  suggest  no  better  pla.ee  for  a  Nesbitt  reunion  than 
at  old  'Vest  Nottingham  in  Cecil  County.  Very  truly  yours, 

John  A.  Nesbitt. 


John  Nesbit,  Albion,  India.na,  a  farmer  is  a.  descendant 
of  a  James  Nesbit  born  in  Maryland  1810.  John  A.  might  help 
this  "family  tree  building.  Dr.  Nesbit,  Jspanoln,  New  Mexico 
is  Johns  son.  Mrs.,  Nesbit  writes  that  Rev;  Nesbit  Vincent  of 
Ft.  ’"ayne  comes  to  a  lake  on  their  farm  to  fish  occa.signa.lly 
but  never  comes  to  the  house  to  talk  family  history.  There 
are  several  preachers  in  the  Clan  who  know  the  pedigree  of 
the  Prophets  and  Apostles  better  than  their  own.  They  seem 
to  forget  tha.t  a  good  clean  living  by-  their  ^ancestors  has 
preserved  the  dominant  physical  and  mental  tra.its  that  have 
enabled  them  to  succeed.  An  interest  in  family  pedigree  is 
essential  for  the  propagation  of  q'strong,  sturdy,  pure, 
progeny.  It  may  not  count  on  chances  for  eterna.l  salvation 
but  it  will  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  living.  ’’’hat  I  say  applies 
equally  to  some  bankers,  doctors,  lawyers,  laborers  and  other 
Nisbets  that  I  know,  John  A.  and  John  Fratt  Nesbit  are  notable 
exceptions.  O.B.N. 


r’ILLI  All  R.  N USB IT 

*  •  *  Attorney  a.t  Law  •  • 

Sullivan',  Indiana,  Jan.  11,  1937. 

My  dear  Doctor: 

I  acknowledge  your  "Nesbi tology "  and  have  read  the  same 
with  much  interest  and  I  thank  you  for  it.  I  acknowledge  that 
I  have  not  taken  as  much,  interest  in  the  family  history#  a.s 
I  should  have  done,  but  when  my  attention  is  called  to  it  I 
take  some  pride  in  the  fact  that  I  am  one  of  them. 

I  have  just  recently  emerged  from  often  weeks  stay  in 
the  hospita.l  where  I  underwent  -p.  major  operation  and  am  so 
glad  to  be  a.ble  to  be  out  again,  and  with  a.  good  chance  for 
a  full  recovery.  Have* been  at  my  office  since  the  first  day 
of  the  year.  I  shall  always  remember  with  pleasure  my  meeting 
with  the  Nesbit  family  at  Cynthiana  a  couple  of  years  ago4 and 
hope  that  I  will  again  have  .an  opportunity  to  meet  with  them. 

I  am  sure  you  have  spent  much  time  and  effort  in  gathering  up 
the  materials  for  the  matter  tha^,  you  have  so  generously  dis¬ 
tributed.  ;  > 

I  hope  you  have  not  forgotten  my  daughter,  Mildred, 'who 
is  at  the  present  in  J  os  Angeles',  Cal.,  and  my  grandson,  J,  R. 
Billrnan,  who  is  now  a  freshman  in  Miami*,  Ohio,  University. 
(They  have  forgotten  me  and  do  not  keep  me  informed  of  their 
addresses  O.S.N.  )  ■ 

v’i  th  kindest  regards  to  you  an-d  yours,  I 
yours , 

1  •  :■  R,  Nesbit 


:.p , 


very  truly 


. 


■-  c 

. 


FUNERAL  NOTICE 


•  > 

The  funeral  of  Mrs.  Jane  M.  Patten  v/ill  be  held  from  the 
home  at  410  South  Main  St.,  Sunday,  December  12,  1937,  at 
1:30  F.  M. 

Rev.  0,  S.  Firestone,  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
officiating* 

Interment  v/ill  be  at  Montrose,  Hi s sour i  . 

f 


v'e  can  never  express  to  you  how  much  our  dear  Mother 
enjoyed  your  letters  of  "Nesbi tology" .  Thanks  for.  sending 
them. 

She  will  be  greatly  missed. 

Jessie  Patten  -  Mrs.  S.  R.  Ilohler  (daughters) 


Mrs.  Patten  was  a  descendant  of  'Vi Ilian  Nesbit,  Revoluti cnary 
War  Soldier  from  Pennsylvania  an. early  settler  in  Mi llersburgh, 
Kentucky.  His  name  and  Jeremiah's  his  brothr  are  on  a  bronze 
marker  on  Court  House,  Faris,  Xy i  provided  by 'the  D.  a*  R.  for 
Revolutionary  Par  Soldiers  hurried  in  Bourbon, County . 

Mrs.  Molly  James,  Paris,  Xyi  is  the  family  historian  for 
this  family,  at  this  tine.  This  family  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  America  and  has  many  fine  members.  I  an  sorry  I  could  not 
have  known  Mrs.  Patten  personally,  I  have  had  two  letters 
from  her  written  by  her  during  the  past  year.  She  was  ninety 
five  years  old  and  her  hand  writing  showed  the  good  life  she 
had  lived.  0.  B.  N. 


‘b  ill  hi  RIGHT  or  ZRi  i 

Bloomington,  Indiana  -Pec.  27,193;6 
1316  South  v'alnut  St. 

Dear  Dr.  Nesbit: 

The  minutes  of  Richland  Church  from  its  beginning  until 
Jan,  1,  1864.  A  loose  leaf  sheet  of  paper  signed  by  Jesse 
Baker,  great  grandson  of  Thomas  Nesbit,  contained  the  same 
story  I  sent  you.  (see  another  item). 

Excerpt  "-History  of  Congregation  of  Disciples  at  Richland 
in  Monroe  Co.  Indiana, 

Elder  Thomas  Nesbit,  who  had  lived  many  years  in  Nicholas 
Co.  Xy .  and  whose  efforts  helped  build  the  old  Christian  Concord 
congregation,  was  the  founder  of  Richland  Church.  He  and  his 
family  of  eight  souls  disposed  of  his  old  home,  prepared  his  out¬ 
fit  and  wended  their  way  westward  after  many  days  of  travel  they 
reached  Bloomington,  Ind.  in  the  fall  of  1825  when  they  moved  ‘ 
to  the  _and  Thomas  Nesbit  purchased  on  Richland  Creek. 

,  .  Thomas  Nesbit  his  wife,  their  son  V'illian  Nesbit  and  wife 

their  son  Tnornas  Nesbit  Jr.  and  their  daughter  Sarah  Nesbit, 


eucleus  of 


their  son  in  Jaw  John  "athers  and  wife  formed  the  n 
the  congregation  at  Rich: and  Church." 

Thomas  nesbit  bui.t  a  log  house  which  was  a  haven  for 
r ave^irsjci  happy  meeting  p.ace  for  friends,  and  church  ser- 

vlc^J/r-J  AM  in  tmti_  1838  when  the  first  church  bui.d- 
-recced.  Thomas  Nesbit  was  the  first  eJder  of  Rich¬ 
land  Church.  He  was  an  admirer  of  Alexander  Campbell  and 
Barton  .  Stone  and  a* follower  of  their  teachings.  He  was  a 


...  ; 


. 


kind,.,  gentle ,  spiritual  nan  of  slight  build  and  -courtly  b  ear- 
i nr .  jle  v/as  a  s'’eet  singer  and  could  repeat  much  of  the  Bib^e. 

Thomas  Nosbit  v/as  born  in  N ennsylvania,  Apr.  10,  Iffa?, 
diid  in  Nonroe  County,  Indiana,  Sept.  12,  1861,  burijd  in 
Richland  Cemetery.  Ho  married  Constance  Bennington  in  3ourbon 
Co.,  1C y.  Dec .  14,  1790.  g  1  •. 

She  was  born  .Hay  20,  17X7>  died  October  14,  1854.  ei  ;ht  children. 
Susanna  "  Dec.  4,  1791  married  James  Nath-rs *• 

_  11  Nov.  8,  1795  rf'  John  gathers 

"i 1 1 i am  .  *  "  Nch.  1,  1796  :  "  Elizabeth  Hall  • 

Rachel  "  June  15,1799  "  James  Foster 

John  .  Aug.  4,  1801(1  have  no  record  -other  than  this) 

David  *•  Doc.  3,  1803  married  Caroline  Campbell 

Thomas  Jr."  Nay  26,  1805  "  Sarah  Beck 

Sarah  "  Oct. 14,  1809  _  "  Pr eston *Ti If ord 


I  shall  be  very  happy  to  give  you  anN  records  I -have 
that  will  be  of  interest  to  you. 


January  24,  1936 

Dear  Dr.  .Nosbit.:-  H-re  is  a  cm a  1’itern  from  Ny.  history, 

"David  'Byers,  Jr.  came  to  "onroo  Co'.,  Indiana  shortly  after 
Thomas  Nosbit,  and  too!:  up  land  adjoining  Thomas  Nosbit.  I 
•think  Rachel  Nosbit  Byers  may  have  be.n'  Thomas  Nosbit1 s  sister, 
ora  relative. 

"David  Byers,  Sr.  ,  who  died  1817  aged  59  years,  a  native 
of  Pa.,  came  down  the  Ohio  River  on.  a  fiat  boat  1783  and  locat¬ 
ed  in  Nason  Co.,  Ny.  He  married  Niss  Rachel  Nosbit-  who  died 
1803.  His  second  wife  v.as  !  r's.  Nxizab^th  Ray?  Turner.-  Their 
son  David  Byers,  Jr.  was  born  June  20,  1806  in  Nicholas  Co,, 

Ky. " 

,  I  enjoyed  .reading  the’  mat  Trial  s>nt  me  with  the  pictures 
of  Nisbet  House.  ’Nov/  I  wish  more  'than  ever  to  make  *a  trip  to 
Scotland.  Yours  sincerely, 

.  .  l.ura  3.  ^mery  (Nrs.  Charles  R.  ) 


.  _  .  .  .  Saint  John,  Ni  B. 

January  26th,  *1937. 

Dear  Dr.  Nosbit 

.  -Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the*  coDy  of  Nesbitology  No. 

4, 

Last  summer  as  a  member  of  the  Canadian  "ar  Veterans 
Pilgrimage  to  Vimy  Ridge,  I  had  afterwards  an  opportunity  to 
go  to  Scotland.  Durin^  my  stay  at  Edinburgh,  I  had  a  trip  to 
Dirleton  Castle,  an  old  seat  of  one  branch  of  the  Nisbet  Family. 
Through  the  kindness  of  t  .e  present  owner  df  the  estate,  I 
v/as  put  in  touch  *  v,i  th  -Nr..  Robert  Chancellor  Nisbet  from  whom 
I  have  received  a  great  deal  of ’very  interesting  data  regard¬ 
ing  the  Family. 

I  can  not  trace  my  family  farther  back  than  1798,  when 
ny  grandfather  -  J.ames  Nisbet  came  to  Canada  and  settled  near 
Saint  John. 

*  ■  ’Yours  very  truly,  • 

*  T.  J*  -Nisbet 

It.'-Col.  Fj.  Nisbet 

105  Union  Street,  *  » 


. 

. 


CONGRATULATIONS  HR.  ROB NETT 

Rev*  A.  and  Mrs*  Dobson  announce  the  marriage  of  their 
daughter,  Kathryn  Janet,  to  Hr*  Basil  Robnett  on  Saturday 
November  the  sixth,  Nineteen  Hundred  and  thirty— seven ,  Hontreal, 

Canada 

No  wonder  we  have  no  letter  for  publication  from  Mrs, 
Dobson*  She  wrote  me  a  nice  birthday  letter*  Thanks.  V.'e 
wish  for  Janet  a  full  measure  of  things  that  make  life  worth 
while.  O.B*N. 


J.  C.  Nisbet,  Fort  Atkinson,  Wisconsin  writes. 

Hv  father’s  name  was  illiam  Nisbet,  whose  home  and 
birthplace  was  Ayr,  Scotland*  Hy  mother  Agnes  Hoodburn,  was 
born  in  Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  Hy  grandfather  Nisbet1 s  name 
was  John  Nisbet  and  he  recently  died  in  'ashington  State  at 


the 


age 


of  92 


T  ' 

i  .  • 


Frances 
writes. 

For  years  I 
family  history 


Hails,  525 


So . 


Lawrence  St.,  Montgomery,  Alabama 


have  been 
Hy  mother 


grand  daughter  of  Samuel 


interested  in  tracing  my  Nesbitt 
was  Susan  Tyler  Nesbitt,  a  great 
Nesbitt,  of  Spartanburg,  South.  Carolina. 

I  have  a  copy  of  his  will. 

The  most  interesting  history  of  the  early  generation  have 
been  taken  from  the "SCOTCH  WORTHIES",  which  is  on  file  in  the 
Library  of  Congress.  I  have  a  copy  of  this,  which. I  will  be^ 
glad  to  recopy  for  you  if  you  do  not  already  have  it.  I  have 
many  notes  taken  from  South  Carolina  records,  First  Census 
of  South  Carolina,  and  other  South  Carolina  Revolutionary 
records,  which  I  found  in  "Stub  Indents  for  Revolutionary  Claims  , 

by  Hr.  Salley,  of  Columbia,  S.C. 

.1  have  the  Bible  Records  of  Robert  Nesbitt,  and  other 

records  of  this  family. 


J.  R. 

I  was 


Nos 


bit,  411  N.  Van  Bure 
not  aware  there  were  so 


tory. 


have 


Philip 
time . 
who  i  s 


a  skeleton  genealogy  o 
de  Nesbyth  of  Scotland  and 
This  was  compiled  by  my  sis 
head  librarian  of  the  Nedic 
State  l  ibrary  at  Albany,  New  York, 
static  copies  of  the  first  Nesbit 
York  County,  Pennsylvania.  Also,  a 
I  am  interested  in  finding  the  coa 
know  anything  about  that/ 


n  Ave.,  Freeport,  Ill.  writes, 
many  of  the  clan  in  our  terri 

f  our  family,  beginning  with 
carried  down  to  the  present 
ter,  Hiss  Haude  E.  Nesbit, 
al  Department  of  the  New  York 
This  book  contains  photo- 
house  in  this  country,  in 
copy  of  the  coat  of 


arms. 


t  of 


in  color  do  you 


last 
of  fi 
clan 
Peru 


THE  N I S BE T -L AM BURN  REUNION  was  held  at  Logansport 
Sept.,  Alice,  Allcgra  and  I  attended.  I  took  100  feet 


crowd*  Robert 


lm  of  that  fin 
is  shorriff  of  Miami  Co.,  Indiana, 
is  president  for  next  year. 


Tollett  a  member  of  that 
Henry  Nisbet  of 


Rose 

68th 

same' 

They 


CONGRATULATIONS •  William  Me Geo  Endicott  and  Mary  Ann 
Endicott,  of  near  Cynthiana,  Indiana,  celebrated  their 
wedding  anniversary,  Nov.  9,  1937.  They  live  in  the 
house  they  went  to  housekeeping  in.  Arc  halo  and  hearty. 
^ j_ yo  clean  lives,  love  their  God  and  their  fellowmen. 


ANCESTORS  0 F  '"ILBUR  D.  NFS3IT  .  . 

*•  ;  *by  Flora  3.  Nisbet,  Zoni a,  Ohio 

James  Nisbet  a  descendant  of  John  Nisbet  of  Hardhil  1 , 
with  his  wife  Agnes  Taylor  Nisbet  and  children  cane  to  this 
country  in  1789.  Ho  settled  near  Chester,  South  Carolina. 

I  have  no  data  whatsoever  in  regard  to  Janes  fiscvt 
csc.pt -that  there  is  a  stone  in  the  old  Covenanter  buryinc  •  w, 

ground  ^ith  this  inscription.  -  .  •  • 

Janas  ‘\istpt  -  Eiad  Oct.,  1795  -  a;;-d  n-ar  50  years 

and  another  stone  '  •  . - 

Nancy  ‘Nisbet  -  wif  e  of  Jan. s'  Nisbet  -•  Died. Get.  17th 

1802  -  aged  50  years  ,  . 

Janes  was  tii.  father  of  four  children  Samuel,  Janes, 

John  and  Catherine.  I  do  not  even  know  the  order  on.  their 
birth.  ' 

Sanuel  left  South  Carolina  and  s.ttled  in  South. rn 
Illinois  son.  place  not  far  fron  Sparta.  ,  . 

Janos  went  to  ‘Fe'nnsyl  vania  and  I  think  located  at  Green¬ 
ville,  and  an  under  the  impress ibn  that  it  was  a  son  of  his 
a  physician-  Fred. riel:  who  was  at  H.-advill  e ,  nay  have  b.-en,a 
Grandson*.  Nath.rin.,  the  daughter  narried  Jane. s  oooper  a.nd 
moved  to'  C  edarvill  e  ,  Ohio.  They  ar~  both  buried  in  tn. 

Tarbox  Cemetery' which’  you  visit. d  in  Cedary  il.-e . 

John  which  brings  ne  t6  on.  own  family  line  was  born 
in  Antrim  Ir.lAnd  and  cane  with  his  par.nts  t.o  Chesp.r  ..wh.— n._ 

he  was  twelve  y.ars  old.  H.  narried  Hannah  Cooper. 

He  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1777  and  she  near  Chest.r-in 
•  They  were  both  members  of  the  Rocky  Creek  Church 
f (Covenant-.r)  and  both  ar.  buri  .d  in ‘the  old  church  yard. 

They  'were  the  par.nts  of  eight  children'  .»  ■ 

"1  Ilian  -not  mar.  -  d.  1847  -bur.  S*C. 

Huch  "  ,f  "  18  68  -  "  C edarvill  e 

Ilary  "  M  "  1884 

Nancy  "  .  ”  1888 

Janes  T  .  "  *  "  1855 

•Robert  lived  and  di^d  in  T.nn.s  ee  -  no  children 
'  John  Cooper  -  lived  and,  died  in  GrA.n.  Co.,-  Ohio.- 
t  grand fat'h. r  of  i  1  bur,  D.  and  Charlie. 

Samuel.  -  ..iv.d'and  di  .d  at  C.darvilje  -  1885.  Sam¬ 
uel  married  Nancy  Bryson  tlo.y  w.r^  the  uar.nts  of  fiv.  child- 
r en.  T  . 

Hannah'  -(Bradiute)  -  d.  1898 

Nancy  "  1906 

Roblr't  Bryron  .  ”  1681 

John  "  1^22  '  A 

Flora  3.  'I  an  til.-  sol.  survivor  of  this  gen.r 
tion  of  this  family.*  ’  You  will  s.o  that  I  .know  v.ry  little  of 
.  the  history  of  cousins  and  th.ir  children.  Th.r.  is  a  family 
of  Nisb.ts  in  Aonmouth,  Ill.  that  ..I  have  .often  thought  must- 
be  the  desc.ndants  of  Janes  Taylor  Ilisb.t.  I  think  there  is 
a  "'illiar.i  Nisb.t  conn.ct.d  with  a  bank  in  that  place  and  a 
sister  rise  Jessie  Nisb.t.  Charles  >T 
abl .  to  fill  out  th.  history 
D.  and  Chari. s  ”.re  grandsons  of  John  Coup.r  Nisbet. 

I  wish  I  might  have  b..n  with  you  '"hen  you  visit.d  thp 
Tarbox  Cemetery  n.ar  C.darvill..  So  many  laid  th.r.  are  th. 
ones  that  cane  from  South  Carolina  fol lowing  -their  pastor  P.v 
Fv.gh  licHillan.  The  old  church  rTikrt  lit;  \UAs  pastor  many  y.ars 
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of  course  v/as  torn  down  many  years  ago  and  a  new  building 
was  put  up  in  Cedarville  -  pastor  and  members  moving  th^r-.. 
Those  old  Covenanters  wore  not  lacking  in  sentiment  for  when 
Dr,  McMillan  died  ho  was  laid  just  where  the  pulpit  of  the 
old  church  had  stood  and  where  the  congregation  taking  their 
lunches  with  then  used  to  askable  for  two  sermons  every 
Sabbath.  '  t  changes  a  century  makes!  A  'ew  years  ago  the 
Cedarville  Congregation  went  into  the  Presbyterian  Denomination 
and  now  can  sing  hymns  to  the  accompani ament  of  a  pipe  organ 
as  well  as  any  plain  Presbyterians  will  say  they  make  good 
working  Presbyterians  too. 

Being  reared  on  the  shorter  Catechism  is  good  training. 

I  am  disgressing  quite  a  bit  from  family  history,  but  just 
must  tell  you  about  "rilbur  D's  name  the  D.  grew  out  of  a 
nickname.  His  grandmother  told  me  how  he  got  it  in  Cedarville 
when  he  was  a  little  baby  he  was  lying  on  a  bed  and  she  caught 
his  little  garments  in  her  hand  shook  him  playfully  and  said 
"Oh  you  little  Dickie."  Charles  who  was  a  year  or  two  older 
and  standing  near  seemed  charmed  by  the  name  began  calling 
Dick  and  Wilbur  eventually  used  this  initial. 


John  Cooper  Nisbit,  was  the  father  of  John  and  Harvey* 
John's  children  were  Hugh,  r?illiam,  James,  Chestnut,  Kate, 

Es tel la  (died  in  infancy).  Harveys*  children  wore  Charles  E., 
wnbur  D.  ,  Edward  H.  ,  John  Emerson  and  Estolia  (dead)  Kate. 
Charles  E.  lives  at  421  29th  St.,  Indainapoxis ,  Indiana. 

He  has  three  sons,  T  awrence,  Roger,  and  John  Harvey. 

’All bur  D.  (b.  1871-d.l927)  the  poet.  He  left  a  widow 
who  was  in  Washington  D.  C.  last  year  and  three  sons.  I 
attended  his  funeral  but  have  never  met  his  good  wife  nor 

his  sons .  . 

(Charles  E .  Nesbit  was  in  Gary  and  gave  me  a  pnone  call. 

I  asked  him  to  lunch  with  me  at  the  Gary  Hotel.  He  gav -■  me 
some  information  about  his  family  and  promised  more  which 
has  not  been  forthcoming.  O.3.N.) 


NISBET  TARTANS 


B.  Grant,  12  High  Street,  Inverness,  Scotland  can  supply 
Nisbet  Tartans.  In  1935  he  supplied  me  with  ties  at  2/6. 
Saxony  cloths  54  inches  wide  in  not  loss  than  3  yards  orders 
at  10/6.  Scarf  12  x  54  inches  5/11.  The  silk  tie  and  saxony 
are  slightly  different  patterns.  Indicating  that  there  may 
have  been  two  tartans.  This  is  Hr.  Grants  explanation.  He 
can  also  supply  traveling  rugs  or  rob-s  at  55/,  plain  on  one 
side,  tarten  pattern  reversed  on  other.  I  found  him.  very 
reliable. 

If  enough  persons  desire  tartans  I  think  orders  to 
Marshall  Field  Co.,  Chicago,  Corner  State  and  ashington 
Streets,  attention  of  Tartan  Buyer  might  induce  them  to  order. 
I  think  the  price  would  b~  e.bout  $3.50  per  yard.  The  U.  S. 
duty  is  50/o  plus  a  pound  rate  above  Grants  price. 


NISBET  COAT  OF  ARMS 

Nisbet  of  That  Ilk 

Argent,  Three  boar’s  heads  erased  sable.  Unregistered. - 

Nisbets  Heraldic  Plates  Page  174 

A  number  of  families  have  since  registered,  making  some 
addition  or  embe 1 i shn^nt  thus  making  it  useful  for  their 

individual  d  si  •-nation. 
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NIS  BE  T  OLOGY 


Issued  occasionally  by 

Otis  B»  Nesbit,  M.D.  444  Jackson  St.,  Gary,  Indiana 


John  Nesbitt  Dowling,  of  Birmingham,  England,  who  con¬ 
tributed  the  three  noteworthy  articles  for  Nesbetology  and 
which  were  published  in  Number  6, "died  rather  suddenly  on 
November  22,  1927,  although  his  health  had  been  failing  dur- 
&  ing  the  few  previous  months,  He  was  in  his  8Sth  year  and 

"  had  lived  a  good  life  and  was  blessed  with  a  fine  intellect 

which  remained  with  him  to  the  end, "  was  a  sad  message  from 
his  son,  John  L.  Dowling,  conveyed  in  a  letter  to  C.  R.  Nes¬ 
bitt  who  relayed  it. 

Dr.  Robert  Nesbitt  considered  John  Nesbit  Dowling  the 
best  Informed  student  of  Nisbet  history  and  I  hone  the  mat¬ 
erial  he  accumulated  will  be  published.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  it  could  not  have  been  done  before  his  passing. 

FROM  MRS*  MARIAN  NESBITT 

January  9,  1958. 

Montreal 

Dear  Mr.  Nesbitt: 

On  the  first  day  of  this  year  your  booklet  reached  me 
and  I  want  to  thank  you  so  much  for  remembering  me.  And  that 
poem  of  Wilbur  Nesbitts  is  so  worth  while  what  a  difference 
it  would  make  if  we  would  all  memorize  it  and  practice  it. 

The  whole  booklet  is  interesting  and  I  feel  honored  to  re- 
oe'lve  it  for  I  have  nothing  to  contribute  to  it.  As  the 
little  I  know  of  my  husband’s  relatives,  I  can’t  seem  to  make 
any  claim  to  any  of  the  .  numerous  clans  you  write  about.  I've 
this  past  summer  heard  of  some  "Nesbitts"  living  in  London, 
Ontario,  and  vicinity,  and  I  have  been  thinking  that  the  next 
time  I  drove  through  that  town,  I  would  like  to  call  on  them 
and  tell  them  of  all  you  have  done  to  collect  so  many  inter¬ 
esting  items  of  Nesbitts  everywhere.  I  was  also  interested 
to  read  of  the  Nesbitt  tartan, I  must  get  some  for  neckties, 
at  least.  I’ll  send  for  one  and  if  my  con  likes  it,  I  may 
get  others  for  grandsons.  I  am  going  to  write  to  John  Nes¬ 
bitt  in  Glasgow  to  make  the  purchase  for  me.  He  flew  from 
Glasgow  to  Belfast  during  his  holidays  the  past  summer.  He 
was  in  Canada  and  U.  S.  in  summer  of  1956.  I  talked  to  him 
about  Nesbitts,  but  except  his  immediate  family,  he  did  not 
tell  me  anything. 

i  We  are  enjoying  a  real  old  fashioned  winter  in  Montreal 

this  year.  Such  a  lot  of  snow,  plenty  of  sunshine,  and  those 
who  want  to  skate,  or  ski,  or  toboggan  can  have  plenty  of 
either  or  all.  They  tell  me  on  the  second  day  of  this  year, 
ten  thousand  people  and  their  ski’s  came  down  from  the  Lau¬ 
rent  eans  on  trains;  t’was  a  record  season  for  Ski  trains. 

Now  wishing  3rou  all  a  Happy  New  Year  and  again  thanks. 

Yours  truly, 

Marion  Nesbitt 


6025  Eleventh  Avenue 
Rosenont,  Montreal,  R'.  2. 
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Dear  Cousin: 


FROM  COUSIN  FANNIE  WRIGHT  WEBB 

Franklin,  Ind. ,  Jan,  1938. 


You  are  doing  a  fine  bit  of  vrork  with  your  Nesbitology 
and  are  accomplishing  much  toward  an  interested  clan  spirit. 

I  appreciate  what  you  are  doing  and  are  thankful  you  have 
strength  to  do  it. 

Sometime  silence  will  fall  over  different  members  of  the 
family  and  no  one  will  remember  to  let  you  know.  I  have  done 
tnat^very  thing.  You  met  in  our  yard  one  summer  day  my  Sis- 
ter  Kory  Wright,  a  nurse.  She  died  February  23,  1936,  in  the 
White  Cross  Hospital  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Ten  days  before,  as 
she  crossed  the  street  to  the  nurses'  horte  going  off  duty 
an  automobile  struck  her,  breaking  four  ribs  on°the  left  side 
ana  inflicting ^other  internal  injuries.  She  was  picked  up 
unconscious  and  remained  semi-conscious  until  her  death.  ^  The 
nurses  dressed  her  in  her  uniform  and  she  was  buried  in  the 
Livonia  Cemetery  beside  her  father  and  mother.  She  is  the 
fourth  Mary  of  the  Line.  Mary  Martin  Wright,  born  1885- 
ary  B.  Martin,  born  1814;  Mary  Berry  Nesbit,  born  1779;  and 
an  unmarked  grave,  Mary  Berry  Nesbit,  born  1748,  died  1828- 
All  are  ouried  in  the  Livonia  Cemetery.  My  other  sister 
Grace  Wright,  now  lives  with  us.  7 

T  intended  to  acknowledge  nHesbitology "  as  my  custom  has 
oeen  about  two  or  three  months  after  receiving  it,  but  before 
that  time^last  year,  1937,  I  took  sick  myself  and  from  the 
last  of  March  until  July  I  fought  Streptecocci  sore  throat 
infect-ion,  chills,  and  other  complications  until  the  first 

°i  iunel*  theT,d0C£°r  began  giving  me  new  Stren  tablets.  Part 
oi  the  time  Mr.  tfebb  was  also  in  bed,  so  the  nurse  had  two 
patients  at  once.  He  became  worse  and  in  November  he  had  a 
major  operation  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  thirteen  days. 

We  are  now  at  home  and  behaving  without  the  aid  of  nurses 

and  doctors  and  hoping  the  new  year  is  kinder  to  us  than  1937 
was . 


Our  daughter,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Noyes,  has  now  moved  to  700 
University  Avenue,  Syracuse,  New  York  where  her  husband  is 
Librarian  of  Maxwell  School  of  Citizenship.  She  has  found  a 
Miss  Nesoit  there,  but  I  have  lost  her  address.  Our  other 

daughter  lives  now  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  Bethel  Webb,  914  North 
Second  Avenue. 

My  family  told  me  the  flowers  in  the  yard  were  lovely 
last  year,  and ^they ' brought  bouquets  to  my  room.  The  iris 
bloomed  beautifully,  but  when  my  husband  also  went  off  the 

carinS  for  ‘tbem,  the  yard  grew  up  in  weeds  for  it  took 
all  the  forces  in  our  household  to  care  for  the  sick.  The 
flowers  did  their  brave  best  alone  as  in  their  wild  state. 

I  did  not  know  anyone  having  the  name  of  Mcllvam  in 
Washington  Co.  There  is  a  family  or  two  in  Johnson  Co.  by 
tnat  name. 


I  have  been  trying  for  a  long  time  to  find  out  if  Sara- 
uel  Nesbit  was  a  Revolutionary  Soldier,  but  have  not  yet  been 
successful.  Have  any  of  the  clan  made  any  efforts  along  that 
line?.  If  they  have  and  will  write  to  me,  perhaps  we  could 


band  together  and  get  the  needed  knowledge  without  crowding 
Nesbltology  with  conjectures. 

I  would  like  to  join  with  the  others  and  get  a  marker 
placed  at  G.  G.  Grandmother  Nesbit' s  grave,  and  I  know  of 
some  one  at  Livonia  who  could  attend  to  the  work,  but  I  was 
in  hopes  we  could  get  information  to  put  on  the  marker  that 
she  was  the  wife  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  In  that  lot 
the  graves  are  placed  so  very  close  that  one  undertaker 
lately  complained. 

1  notice  you  have  a  book  called  "Letters  of  Mary  Nesbit" 
by  Nesbit  Hamilton  Grant  (see  Nesbltology  No.  5,  Jan.,  1937). 
Is  it  of  any  value  as  genealogical  matter?  Looks  as  if  some¬ 
one  would  have  preserved  information  about  the  Revolutionary 
War  record  of  Samuel  Nesbit, our  Kentucky  great  great  Grand¬ 
father  if  we  Just  could  find  it. 

„  l  think  it  would  be  quite  a  thrill  if  the  Samuel  and 
Mary  Nesbit  Ancestors  could  all  visit  the  Livonia  Cemetery 
and  the  grave  of  Grandmother  Mary  Berry  Nesbit  Martin  at  the 
same  time,  but  since  my  last  year's  sickness,  I  do  not  plan 
anything.  It  should  have  marker  of  some  kind. 

Nevertheless,  we  cannot  expect  to  do  everything  we  plan, 
but  are  content  to  leave  it  undone  for  sometime  someone  will 
enjoy  going  over  the  same  work  wc  have  done  and  perhaDs  they 
will  go  farther  along  the  road  to  accomplishment. 

Aunt  Phebe  Wright  preserved  the  fact  that  Grandmother 
Nesbit  is  buried  there  and  it  would  be  nice  if  others  would 
remember  the  place,  although  I  am  no  Chinese  Ancestor  wor— 

I  wish  there  are  some  in  the  Nesbit  Clan  who  would 
search  the  records  for  the  Revolutionary  War  Record  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Nesbit  whose  wife 1 s  name  was  Mary  Barry.  It  takes  some¬ 
one  who  understands  how  and  genealogists  charge  by  the  hour 
and  do  not  care  either. 

I  hope  you  and  your  wife  and  Alegra  arc  well,  and  we 
hope  to  see  you  sometime  at  Franklin  or  Livonia. 

Mr .  Webb  joins  me  in  sending  love  to  the  family. 

Sincerely  your  cousin, 

(Mrs.  Wallace)  Fannie  Wright  Webb 

1004  E.  King  St. 

Franklin,  Ind. 

(The  War  Department  records  do  not  show  that  Samuel  was 
in  the  service  during  the  Revolutionary  or  1812  Wars.  The 
tax  records  of  Harrison  Co.,  Kentucky,  1813,  show  that  he  was 
in  Capt.  Gray' s  Co. ) 

0.  B.  N. 


A  HIGH  SCHOOL  GIRL  WRITES 

32  Marmont  St.,  Niles,  Mich.,  Jan.  30,  1938 

Dear  Mr.  Nesbit: 

I  wish^ to  express  my  deepest  appreciation  for  your  last 
copy  of  Nesbltology.  I  read  it  immediately  upon  deliverance 
and  enjoyed^  it  very  much.  Each  copy  seems  to  be  much  more  in¬ 
teresting  than  the  one  preceeding.  Thank  you  for  sending  me 
this  last  important  copy. 


i  l 

■ 

. 


We  understand  that  your  family  was  in  Niles  and  tried  to 
locate  us  sometime  last  fall.  It  was  a  sad  disappointment  to 
know  that  you  were  here  and  we  didn’t  have  the  opportunity  to 
meet.  However,  I  hope  there  will  soon  be  another  occasion  for 
our  acquaintance.  Now  that  you  have  our  address,  we  will  ex¬ 
pect  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

My  father  would  like  to  know  what  relation  his  grand¬ 
mother,  Mrs.  America  Ann  Painter  (formerly  Miss  Nesbit),  is 
to  the  Nesbits. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth  Painter 

(Ans.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Thomas) 
Nesbit  and  my  father’s  sister.) 

0.  3.  N. 


KATHRYN  WANTS  TO  CORRESPOND  WITH  A  NESBIT  IN  SCOTLAND 

Lodi,  California 

Dear  Uncle  Otis: 

I  am  not  sure  whether  you  can  place  me  in  your  Nesbit- 
ology  or  not,  but  I  am  the  daughter  of  Paul  Nesbit  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  the  granddaughter  of  your  brother  Rev.  Samuel  A.  ' 
Nesbit.  I  am  twelve  years  of  age  and  am  in  the  seventh  grade. 

I  wish  to  correspond  with  some  Nesbit  of  Scotland.  My 
father  said  he  thought you  might  be  able  to  find  someone  with 
whom  I  could  carry  on  a  correspondence.  I  should  like  to 
write  to  some  girl  about  my  age  or  older.  I  have  your  Nos- 
bitology. 

Mother  and  Daddy  think  it  very  interesting  and  are  pleased 
to  receive  it* 

My  father  suggests  that  Cousin  Beatrice  may  be  able  to 
send  me  the  .address  of  some  child  in  Singapore  who  would  like 
to  correspond  with  me. 

I  have  quite  a  few  friends  who  have  been  fortunate  in 
finding  some  of  their  relatives  and  other  children  with  whom 
they  are  carrying  on  a  correspondence.  There  is  one  in  part¬ 
icular  who  is  writing  to  some  of  her  relatives.  She  is  a 
descendant  from  some  family  in  Scotland  and  she  says  that  she 
finds  it  very  interesting.  I  hope  I  shall  be  as  fortunate 
as  she. 

Love , 

Kathryn  Lucille  Nesbit 


MRS.  CLINE  MEETS  HER  COUSIN  MRS.  EMERY 


2418  Pinehurst  31 vd. 

Shreveport,  Louisiana,  March  50,  1958 


Am  sorry  I  have  delayed  writing  so  long  to  thank  you 
for  the  copy  of  "Mesbitology "  you  sent  me.  I  really  believe 
I  have  enjoyed  it  more  than  any;  probably  because  there  w as 
so  much  about  my  own  particular  family  that  was  sent  you  by 
Mirs.  Emery  of  Bloomington.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Mrs.  Emery  last  April  in  Washington  while  we  both  attended 


. 


the  D.  A.  R.  Congress.  I  was  so  glad  to  see  Mrs.  Emery 
as  she  is  the  first  of  the  Nesbit  family  it  has  ever  been  my 
pleasure  to  know.  We  were  both  very  busy  and  had  very  little 
time  together,  but  it  was  a  very  pleasant  few  minutes  and  we 
talked  Nesbit  all  the  time.  I  would  like  so  much  to  know  per¬ 
sonally  more  of  the  members  of  the  Nesbit  family  and  perhaps 
I  may  some  day. 

We  had  very  little  winter  and  the  trees  and  flowers  are 
beautiful  now.  The  roses  were  never  prettier.  We  have  had 
quite  a  lot  of  rain  recently  and  it  looks  as  if  we  will  get 
)  more.  Have  had  a  few  storms  near  us,  but  so  far,  Shreveport 

has  escaped. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  "Nesbitology ” ;  I  do  enjoy  it 
so  much  and  only  wish  I  had  something  of  family  interest  to 
send  you,  but  haven’t  a  thing  at  this  time. 

Very  best  wishes,  sincerely 
Jane  Wiley  Cline  (Mrs.  G.  L.) 


FROM  DR.  EDWARD  R.  NISBET 

Houston,  Texas,  January  25,  1958 

A  brief  outline  of  my  branch  of  the  family  may  be  of  in¬ 
terest  to  you,  so  I  will  give  you  the  information  of  my  com¬ 
mand.  My  full  name  is  Edward  Robb  Nisbot,  only  living  son  of 
Rev.  William  Alonzo  Nisbet,  A.3.3.D.,  D.D.,  now  79  years  old, 
a  retired  Presbyterian  minister,  and  Leila  Robb,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Alfred  Robb,  a  confederate  soldier,  who  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Fort  Donaldson,  Tennessee.  He  was  of  Scotch 
descent  also. 

My  father  was  pastor  of  the  Hull  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church.  Savannah,  Georgia,  for  twenty-five  years,  (my  birth¬ 
place.)  He  was  born  in  Jones  County,  Georgia,  ^here  our  fam¬ 
ily  has  lived  for  many  years,  moving  to  North  Georgia  in 
colonial  days  from  South  Carolina,  I  believe. 
t  'My  grandfather  was  John  Nisbet,  son  of  Robert  Nisbet, 

(who,  tradition  says,  foumht  the  British  at  New  Orleans  in  the 
War  of  1812)  died  1924. 

Robert  was  the  son  of  James  Nisbet,  who  was  born  in  Bel¬ 
fast,  Ireland,  coming  to  America  as  a  child  in  company  with 
his  parents  and  six  brothers.  My  father  .had  three  half  brothers 
and  one  own  brother,  Keith  Nisbet,  a  lawyer ,  who  died  a  year 
ago  in  Florida.  The  half  brothers  were  Robert,  Eugenius,  and 
Hugh.  Robert  Nisbet,  M..  p,  practiced  medicine  about  forty 
years  in  Haperville,  Georgia. 

Our  family  is  quite  numerous  in  North  Georgia;  they  have 
been  largely  plantation  owners  and  professional  men. 

The  first  man  to  occupy  the  bench  of  Georgia’s  Supreme 
Court  was  Eugenius  or  Genius  Nisbet.  (note:  James  Nisbet’ s 
parents  came  from  Scotland  to  Ireland. ) 

There  is  some  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  our  fore¬ 
bearers  first  came  to  Pennsylvania,  later  moving  to  South 
Carolina,  -thence  to  Georgia.  My  father  and  Uncle  Bob  have 
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often  told  me  'that  we  traced  our  ancestry  to  one  John  Nlsbct 
of  Scotland,  a  Covenantor,  who  after  being  a  fugitive  fro. 
one  of  the  Stuarts,  was  at  last  caught  ana  hanged  because  of 
his  refusal  to  recant  his  religious  connections.  ini.  Joh 
Nisbet  had  a  title  and  was  a  landed  gentleman.  The  Cr  * 

confiscated,  all  his  property,  however. 

A  friend  of  nine  visited  Nisbet  House  about  a  year  ago 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  talking  with  Mr.  William  Chancellor 

Nesbitt^  thirty-seven  years  old,  married  and  have  three 
beautiful  children,  William  Robb,  Janet  Lucille,  and  John 
Edward.  My  wife  is  Lois  Welling  Nisbet  and  is  related  to 


c 


the  old  Scottish  family  Galoway,  this  being  her  mother  s 


maldeMy Grandfather,  John  Nisbet,  married  three  times.  Sev¬ 
eral  daughters  were  born,  but  I  do  not  remember  their  names. 

I  have  always  been  deeply  Interested  in  Scottish  H-otory 
and  especially  in  the  origin  and  early  history  oi  the  Nisbet 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  the  footnotes  to  The  Waverly  Novels., 

^  7  _  .  .  _  _ *»r  IrnAtir 


refers  to  Nisbets  several  times,  as  you  probably  know. 


Is  it  your  personal  opinion  that  the  Nisbet  family  is 
orimarUy  of"  Norman  French  origin,  purely  Scotch  from  t no  Earl 
of  Norththumberland ,  (cousin  of  Malcolm  Canmore ,  King  o  bco 
or  as  some  historians  state,  descended  from  the  Saxon  ihor? 

(I  don’t  know.  O.B.N.)  ^  ,  .  , 

Please  accept  my  appreciation  for  the  effort  maae  in  pub¬ 
lishing  "Nesbitology.  "  ,  .  ,  .  ,  - 

The  Information  I  have  received  nas  indeed  been  of  va^  e 

and  real  satisfaction.  More  power  to  you,  Doctor  Nosbit.  it 


seems 


to  me  that  the  Ne shits  and  Nisbets  should  appoint  you 


to 


the  post  of  Official  Family  Historian. 

I  will  very  much  appreciate  a  copy  of  Nesbitology ,  Num¬ 
ber  6,  published  January,  1938. 


With  every  good  wish, 
I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 
Edward  R.  Nisbet 


Southern  Standard  Life  Building, 


NORMAN  HILL  NESBITT  DIES:  EX-JOURNALIST  AND  TEACHER 

'Oakland,  California,  November  21,  1957 — Norman  Hill  Nes¬ 
bitt,  62,  former  journalist  in  India  and  a  teacher  of  French, 
died  here  today.  He  was  a  son  of  the  late  John  Nesbitt, 
former  painter  in  the  Scottish  academy  and  a  nephew  ol  Proi . 
De  Sumicrast  of  Harvard  University,  lately  retired,  nis 
widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Booth  Nesbitt,  is  a  niece  of  the  late 

Edwin  Booth,  actor. 
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MRS.  G.  W.  NESBIT  -  1338 


Cynthlana,  Kentucky,  February  20 — Lire.  Eliza  Nesbit,  95, 
widow  of  G*.  W.  Nesbit,  died  today  at  her  hone  near  Conry. 

She  was  a  native  of  Harrison  County,  a  daughter  of  Patterson 
and  Mary  Eliza  Smith,  and  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Ed.  Cummins  and  Miss  Emma  Nesbit,  and  a  son,  W,  F.  Nesbit. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Conry  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  the  Antioch  Christian  Church 
Monday. 

Newspaper  clipping  sent  by  Mollic  James. 


LADY  MARY  FAITH  MONTAGUE  TO  WED  CALIFORNIAN  WRITER 

New  York,  January  9,  1937 — Announcement  has  been  made 
in  London  of  the  engagement  of  Lady  Mary  Faith  Montague, 
elder  daughter  of  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Sandwich,  to 
Phillip  Nesbitt  of  Carmel,  California,  who  is  now  in  London. 
Lady  Mary  is  a  granddaughter  through  her  mother,  the  former 
Miss  Alberta  Sturges,  of  the  late  William  Sturges  of  Chicago 
and  of  the  late  Mrs.  Francis  H.  Lcgctt  of  England  and  Stone 
Ridge,  New  York.  Mr.  Nesbit  is  an  artist  and  writer. — Chic¬ 
ago  Tribune. 


WALTER  NESBIT,  POWER  IN  LABOR  RANKS,  DIES  AT  60 

Belleville,  Illinois,  December  6,  1938 — Walter  Nesbit, 

60  years  old,  former  Democratic  congressman  at  large  from 
Illinois,  died  today.  He  had  beep  ill  about  a  month. 

Nesbit  was  born  here  in  1878*  Entering  the  downstate 
coal  mines  as  a  boy,  he  worked  in  the  pits  for  almost  twenty 
years.  In  1917  he  was  elected  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  for  the  Illinois  district,  a 
post  which  he  held  until  his  death.  He  was  elected  to  con¬ 
gress  in  1932  and  served  one  term.  He  was  influential  in 
the  ranks  of  coal  miners  and  of  organized  labor  generally. 
Surviving  him  are  his  widow  and  four  children. — Tribune,  Chic 
ago. 


THOMAS  NESBIT 

Rev.  W.  C.  Rogers  in  Recollections  of  Men  of  Faith, 
Christian  Pub.  Co.,  1889,  quotes  Rev.  John  Rogers  as  writing, 
“In  the  meantime,  the  church  at  Concord  and  Carlisle,  (Ky. ) 
having  no  regular  settled  Drencher,  urged  me  to  come  and 
settle  among  them.  I  accepted  their  invitation,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1823  sold  out  my  little  property  at  Ruddell's  Mills, 
(Bourbon  Co.,  Ky. )  and  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Carlisle, 
Kentucky,  .and  spent  the  winter  of  1823-24  in  an  upper  room 


■;,V 
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■ 
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of  the  house  now  (1862)  occupied  by  our  Sister  Sims.  The 
house  and  farm  connected  with  it  then  belonging  to  the  ven¬ 
erable  and  beloved  Thomas  Nesbit,  who  but  recently  died  in 
Indiana  full  of  years  and  honors.  Ke  was  indeed  a  remark¬ 
able  man. 

My  family  then  consisted  of  a  wife  and  one  young  child. 
Father  and  Mother  Nesbit  and  the  family  took  us  into  their 
home  and  gave  us  the  exclusive  use  of  one  of  the  upper  rooms, 
and  a  place  to  keep  my  horse  until  spring.  I  can  never  for¬ 
get  the  kindness  of  that  family.  Sister  Nesbit  was  an  excel¬ 
lent  woman,  a  mother  in  Israel,  an  ’Israelite  indeed.  Thomas 
Nesbit  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  Church  at  Concord  and 
Carlisle.  Ke  was  universally  beloved  and  respected.  Though 
uneducated  In  the  popular  sense  of  that  word,  he  was  possessed 
of  remarkable  natural  endowments,  and  deeply  read  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  He  had  fine  Judgment,  a  great  share  of  common 
sense,  and  deep  piety  without  miroseness;  Christian  dignity, 
with  childlike  simplicity;  cheerfulness,  without  levity. 
Eternity  only  will  reveal  the  obligations  of  this  church  to 
him  under  God,  during  the  long  period  of  his  connection  with 
it.  He  also  aid  a  great  deal  in  building  up  and  sustaining 
the  church  at  Richland,  Indiana.  He  was  a  man  who,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  had  remarkable  control  of  his  temper.  During 
a  long  and  very  intimate  acquaintance  with  him,  I  never  saw 
him  out  of  temper.  He  was  the  soul  of  the  prayer-meetings, 
taking  the  lead,  and  interspersing  the  exercises  with  brief, 
spirited,  and  sensible  exhortations.  He  was  often  sent  for 
to  visit  the  sick,  and  to  hold  prayer-meetings  in  different 
neighborhoods,  having  the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  A 
characteristic  anecdote  will  close  what  I  have  to  say,  in 
passing,  of  this  good  man.  In  the  early  settlement  of  this 
country,  some  sixty  years  ago,  there  were  light-fingered 
persons  a.s  well  as  now,  who  occasionally  helped  themselves, 
under  the  cover  of  the  night,  to  articles  belonging  to  their 
neighbors.  One  night,  Father  Nesbit  came  upon  a  neighbor, 
suddenly,  in  his  corn-crib,  filling  his  bag  with  corn.  He 
would  gladly  have  escaped  detection,  but  it  was  impossible. 

His  neighbor  was  upon  him;  he  was  known.  He  helped  him  fill 
his  bag,  and  helped  him  with  it  on  his  horse,  and  then  gave 
him  a  kind  lecture,  and  urged  him  to  reform.  Said  he,  "If 
you  will  do  so  no  more,  I  will  never  expose  you;  and  if  you 
are  at  any  time  in  need,  come  to  me  and  I  will  divide  with 
you.  " 

(The  above  book  was  presented  to  me  by  my  brother  Sam¬ 
uel  A.  Nesbit  while  visiting  him  in  July,  1938,  at  Richmond, 
California.  I  have  copied  the  above  as  several  descendants 
of  Thomas  are  anxious  for  news  about  him.  O.3.N.) 


TAUGHT  CHIANG  KAI-SHEK 

Fort  Wayne — Rev.  William  N.  Vincent,  Presbyterian  minis¬ 
ter  here,  once  taught  English  to  Chiang  Kai  Shck,  China's  gen¬ 
eralissimo,  and  Feng  Yu-Ksiang,  Chinese  general.  It  was 
whil-e  all  three  were  students  at  Yen-Ching,  (Peiping)  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1923. 


■ 
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Lillian  Gayle  of  Manhatten,  Montana#,  sent  a  couple  of 
letters  and  the  following  clippings  from  a  Bozeman  paper: 

Sam  H.  Nesbit,  72,  grandfather  of  Raymond  Nesbit, ^803 
South  Fifth,  Bozeman,  Montana,  died  in  Livingston,  Montana, 

May  28,  1938,  according  to  word  received  here.  Other  sur¬ 
vivors  include  the  widow,  Mrs.  Annie  Nesbit,  Livingston,  and 
three  sons,  Millard  Nesbit,  Mexico;  Wendell  Nesbet,  Denver; 

and  Sidney  Nesbit,  Livingston. 

Funeral  services  held  in  the  Mo. sonic  Hall. — May  31,  19o8. 


HENRY  C.  NESBITT  OF  WHITE  HOUSE  STAFF  IS  DEAD 

Washington,  D.  C. ,  January  6,  1938 — Henry  C.  Nesbitt, 
for  the  last  five  years  custodian  of  the  White  House,  died 
of  heart  disease  at  his  home  late  yesterday.  He  was  72  years 
of  age.  President  and  Mrs.  Roosevelt  sent  expressions  of 
sympathy  to  his  widow,  who  is  housekeeper  ^of  the  White  House. 
Mrs.  Roosevelt  personally  called  on  Mrs.  Nesbitt  to  express 
her  sympathy. 

Mr.  Nesbitt  was  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ulster,  Ireland, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  as  a  young  man  with  his  narents. 

About  twelve  years  ago  Mr.  Nesbitt  moved  to  Dutchess 
County,  New  York,  and  too3^  up  farming.  When  the  President 
came  to  the  White  House,  he  brought  the  Nesbitts  with  him. 


Schoolcraft,  Michigan,  January  23,  1938 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  sending  the  pictures 
of  Nesbitt  house. 

This  is  all  I  know  of  my  ancestors,  my  great  grandfather 
e.nd  great  grandmother  George  and  Mary  Nesbitt  came  here  in 
1830  from  Crumlin  Co.,  Ireland.  I  have  heard  my  father  say 
that  our  name  is  Scotch*  but  during  some  religious  insurrec¬ 
tion  in  Scotland,  our  people  left  and  went  to  Ireland  where 
they  remained.  The  older  ones  are  all  gone  so  I  have  no  one 
to  aak  about  the  family.  My  father  passed  away  two  years 
ago  and  he  knew  only  what  I  have  told  you. 

I  am  Fraternally, 

Mrs.  Kathryn  N.  Southworth 

P.  0.  Box  25. 


Princeton,  Indiana,  January  17,  1938 

Dear  Cousin  Otis: 

Received  your  Nesbitology  of  January  and  I  wish  to  thank 
you  for  sending  me  a  copy  of  the  same.  I  sat  down  and  read 

it  thru  as  soon  as  I  received  it. 

WI  was  ■pleased  to  get  John  N.  Dowling's  history  of  the 
Nisbet  lands  in  Berwick  Shire,  Scotland,  and  how  it  came  to 
have  the  name  Ncsbite  and  Manor  House  being  "Dilstar  Hall1 

previous. 


This  is  a  new  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  the  name 
Nesbit  so  far  as  I  have  heard.  Mrs.  Blanche  Hartman  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  thinks  the  noble  family  of  ^isbet  who  lived  in  "Nis- 
bet  House"  were  descendents  of  Gospatric  of  Northumberland 
and  this  history  by  Mr.  Downing  would  seem  to  favor  this. 

From  what  I  have  read,  Nisbet  later  became  a  place  name  so 
that  all  who  live  in  the  "Land  of  Nisbet"  were  called  by 
that  name,  and  I  have  never  been  able  to  learn  whether  my 
ancestors  came  from  the  common  tribe  or  from  the  noble  fam¬ 
ily.  Mrs.  Hartman  says  since  the  youngest  brother  of  the 
five  brothers  who  came  from  Roxburg  Shire,  Scotland,  was 
called  a  "Cadet"  would  indicate  they  belong  to  the  noble 
family  as  at  that  time  the  younger  sons  of  the  noble  fami¬ 
lies  were  called  cadets.  But  I  cannot  see  that  it  makes 
any  difference  to  me  or  my  family  whether  we  descended  from 
the  noble  family  or  the  common  tribe;  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
curiosity . 

I  note  that  Mrs.  Lura  3.  Emery  of  Bloomington  speaks  of 
her  father,  Thomas  Nesbit,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania;  if  he 
came  from  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  he  probably 
belongs  to  our  Nesbit  relations  or  from  Lawrence  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

I  was  interested  in  the  letter  of  Flora  B.  Nesbit  of 
Xenia,  Ohio.  When  I  attended  Monmouth  College  in  Monmouth, 
Illinois,  I  became  acquainted  with  James  Nisbet  who  came  from 
Cedarville,  Ohio  to  Monmouth.  He  married  a  Miss  Campbell 
and  had  a  family  of  at  least  three  girls  and  one  boy;  two  of 
the  older  girls  were  in  college  with  me.  Nettie,  the  oldest, 
married  a  dentist,  Dr.  Wingate,  and  I  think  they  live  in  Chic¬ 
ago.  William,  the  only  son,  is  a.  cashier  in  one  of  the  banks 
in  Monmouth.  They  were  loyal  members  of  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church;  but  the  girls  would  not  admit  they  were  any 
relation  to  me  as  they  spelled  their  name  Nisbet  and  I  spelled 
it  Nesbit.  I  understood  their  ancestor  emigrated  from  Chester, 
South  Carolina. " 

With  kindest  regards  and  many  thanks  for  the  Nesbitology 

I  am, 

Very  cordially  yours, 

John  Pratt  Nesbit 

(John  Pratt  has  resigned  as  pastor  of  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  at  Princeton,  Indiana,  and  retired.  He  is 
living  in  a  country  parsonage  eight  miles  from  Greenwich, 

New  York.  He  is  supplying  for  the  South  Argyle  Congregation 
the  church  in  which  his  mother  was  reared. ) 


In  Memo ri am 
JOHN  ALLISON  NESBITT 
1878  -  1937 

John  A.  Nesbitt  was  born  near  Colora,  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  on  February  11,  1878.  His  paternal  ancestors 
came  to  this  country  in  1765  and  after  landing  at  New  Castle, 
Delaware,  settled  in  Cecil  County,  where  descendants  of  the 
family  have  lived  ever  since.  Mr.  Nesbitt's  early  years  were 
spent  on  a  farm,  and  from  that  experience  he  gained  the  deep 
love  of  nature  that  refreshed  him  all  his  life.  Net  long  ago, 
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he  told  his  congregation  of  the  Joy  he  felt  a  few  days  before 
in  finding  arbutus  on  a  hillside,  where  he  had  picked  it  when 
he  was  a  child.  Under  the  loving  guidance  of  a  deeply  relig¬ 
ious  mother,  and  in  the  happy  companionship  of  two  sisters 
and  two  brothers,  his  boyhood  was  passed. 

After  graduating  from  West  Nottingham  Academy,  located 
not  far  from  his  home,  he  taught  school  for  two  years. 

Through  the  influence  of  one  of  his  teachers,  John  G.  Connor, 
he  had  already  resolved  to  enter  the  ministery.  To  this  end, 
he  graduated  from  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  in  1905. 
Studious  habits,  formed  in  his  college  days,  remained  with 
him,  and  he  gathered  around  him,  as  the  years  unrolled,  an 
extensive  library  in  which  he  found  delight.  His  tastes  in 
reading  were  wide,  but  he  had  a  special  love  for  poetry,  and 
he  often  shared  with  his  congregation  memorable  passages  that 
he  had  come  upon. 

His  life  was  to  find  its  fullest  expression  in  his  min¬ 
istery  in  the  Catonsville  Presbyterian  Church,  but  he  served 
in  other  ways,  as  well.  He  was  Moderator  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Baltimore  in  1920  and  of  the  Synod  of  Baltimore  in  1923. 

He  went  as  Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  in  1916  and  again  in  1925.  He  was  Chairman 
of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Baltimore  Presbytery,  a 
member  of  its  National  Missions  Committee,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  the  Chairman  of  its  Committee  on  Vacancy  and 
Supply.  Believing  in  the  value  of  first  grade  education 
under  definitely  religious  auspices  and  cherishing  the  fine 
historical  background  of  West  Nottingham  Academy,  he  worked 
diligently  for  its  renewal  and  strengthening.  Of  its  govern¬ 
ing  board,  he  became  a  Trustee  in  1920,  and  since  1928,  its 
P.resident.  During  the  World  War,  he  spent  nine  months  in 
France  as  a  Chaplain  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force, 
serving  in  Base  Hospital  53  at  Langres. 

From  the  Seminary  he  came  at  once  to  Baltimore,  and 
after  ordination  by  the  Presbytery  of  Baltimore,  on  November 
9,  1905,  he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Catonville  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  then  located  at  Frederick  Road  and  St.  Tim¬ 
othy’s  Lane.  It  was  his  first  and  only  charge.  During  his 
ministery,  the  church  developed  in  organization,  increased 
in  numbers  and  gifts,  and  widened  the  scope  of  its  interests. 
The  building  of  St.  Timothy’s  Lane  became  too  small  for  its 
congregation  and  its  rapidly  growing  Sunday  School,  and  in 
1921  it  was  moved  to  its  present  location  on  the  corner  of 
Beechwood  Avenue.  First  the  Sunday  School  building,  and 
then  nine  years  later  the  main  auditorium  was  erected.  To 
the  vision,  zeal,  and  faith  of  Mr,  Nesbitt,  above  all  others, 
f  the  congregation  owes  its  present  well  equipped  and  beauti¬ 

ful  church:  for  many  years  to  come,  it  will  stand  as  a  mon¬ 
ument  of  the  work  to  which  he  gave  his  life. 

In  1909  Mr.  Nesbitt  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Wilson 
Whiteley;  their  home  became  a  center  of  hospitality,  and  in 
all  of  Mr,  Nesbitt’s  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  Christ’s 
kingdom  in  Catonsville  and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  she  has 
had  an  active  part.  As  their  daughter  and  their  son  have 
grown  to  womanhood  and  manhood,  they,  too,  have  shared  the 
ideals  of  their  parents,  and  strengthened  their  work. 


-11- 


_  . 


Not  only  has  Mr.  Nesbitt  labored  In  his  own  church,  but 
he  has  cooperated  In  every  movement  In  Catonsvllle  for  educa¬ 
tional  advancement,  social  welfare,  and  Interdenominational 
fellowship. 

For  the  comfort  and  blessing  of  his  beautiful  prayers 
at  the  morning  service,  for  the  helpful  thoughts  in  his  ser¬ 
mons,  for  his  continuous  v/ork  for  the  welfare  of  the  children 
and  the  young  people,  Mr.  Nesbitt’s  congregation  will  always 
be  deeply  grateful,  but  it  is  as  a  pastor,  that  he  will  be 
most  lovingly  remembered.  For  nearly  thirty-two  years,  he 
has  carried,  as  his  own,  the  problems  and  the  Joys  and  sorrows 
of  his  people.  His  going  has  left  an  empty  place  in  many 
hearts  and  in  many  homes. 

In  the  first  sermon  of  his  pastorate,  he  took  for  his 
text:  "For  I  determined  not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save 

Jesus  Christ,  and  Him  crucified,"  In  his  last  sermon  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  text  on  the  back  of  the  pulpit:  "Sirs,  we  would 
see  Jesus,"  Mr.  Nesbitt  said  that  in  all  of  his  ministery, 
his  one  aim  has  been  to  lift  up  Christ.  Beginning  and  ending, 
he  had  the  same  great  purpose.  May  we  now,  for  our  comfort, _ 
hear  him  like  Paul  of  old,  say  to  us:  "I  have  kept  the  faith,, 
henceforth,  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness." 
To  him  in  the  fullness  of  life,  has  come  swiftly  the  final 
call:  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant:  enter  thou 

into  the  Joy  of  thy  Lord. " 
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ANOTHER  NESBIT  POET 


Fringe  of  the  Dawn,  a  first  book  of  poems,  by  Blanche  T. 
Hartman  gives  definite  proof  that  this  poet  is  second  to  none 
among  the  published  poets  of  Pittsburgh.  A  criticism  has  been 
made  that  to  many  unusual  words  were  used,  but  the  edition  is 
limited  and  we  common  folks  are  not  expected  to  be  interested. 

Price  $1.75 
Mrs.  G-alen  C.  Hartman 
Bellofield  Dwellings 
4400  and  Center  Avenues 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


CAN  YOU  HELP  HER? 

East  Main  Terrace,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 

July  31,  1958 

A  friend  of  nine  told  me  about  you  sending  out  a  paper 
called  "Nesbitology . "  I  would  like  very  much  to  get  it  as 
I  belong  to  that  "Clan. " 

I  have  been  very  unlucky  in  tracing  the  Nesbitts  any 
farther  than  my  great  great  grandfather  Jonathan  Nesbitt, 

B.  1736,  married  Elizabeth  Me Grady.  They  came  to  South  Car¬ 
olina  from  Pennsylvania,  near  Philadelphia.  I  have  tried 
for  years  to  trace  them,  but  it  seems  the  older  ones  in  the 
family  did  not  care  enough  to  keep  up  with  them.  I  am  very 
much  Interested  and  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  family. 
I  will  appreciate  any  information  anyone  can  give  me. 

Thanking  you  in  advance. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Agnes  Nesbitt  Clark 
’  (Mrs.  Newton  G. ) 


MISS  ZULA  YOUNG 

The  teachers  at  the  grade  school  have  their  work  running 
smoothly  after  a  week  of  getting  books  and  all  adjustments 
made.  As  usual  Miss  Zula  Young  has  the  beginners,  and  as 
both  the  mothers  and  the  little  tots  are  happy,  for  Miss  Zula 
is  one  of  the  grandest  primary  teachers  in  anybody1^  school 
room.  By  her  gentle  manner,  her  quiet  dignity,  she  has  in¬ 
fluenced  the  lives  of  hundreds  who  look  back  on  their  first 
|  year  of  school  as  one  of  the  bright  spots  of  their  formal 

education. 

Highland,  Kansas,  Vidctte,  September  6,  1938 


NOTES  FROM  LETTERS  DURING  1938 

Miss  Mabel  McLaughlin  sent  a  letter  mailed  December  19, 
1938,  at  which  time  her  mother  (Mrs.  Ann)  was  eating  some 
Fannie  May  Chocolates  we  sent  her  and  enjoying  her  Christmas 
tree. which  was  already  up.  I  wish  all  the  Nesbits  could  know 
this  fine  family. 
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Mrs.  Ethel  Dobson,  265  Lansdowne  Avenue,  Westnount, 

Quebec,  Canada,  writes  December  18,  I960  that  her  good  hus¬ 
band,  Rev.  W.  A.  Dobson,  who  had  been  pastor  of  the  United 
Church  at  Montreal,  had  passed  a^ay  a  short  time  before.. 

After  a  short  Illness  and  an  operation. 

She  and  two  of  her  children,  Nesbitt  and  Anna,  are  liv¬ 
ing  at  the  above  address,  that  they  can  be  near  the  Great  St. 
Lawrence  River,  where  Nesbitt  can  ail  and  the  children  can 
skate  and  ski. 

She  boasts  of  her  new  city  being  beautifully  built  and 
v/eILkept.  One  of  the  federation  of  cities  that  make  up  Greater 
Montreal . 

She  is  planning  another  letter  to  the  clan. 

Her  married  daughter,  Mrs.  Janet  Robnctt,  was  unable  to 
be  home  for  Christmas, 

(I  have  heard  from  reliable  sources  that  Rev.  Dobson  was 
one  of  the  most  revered  pastors  in  Montreal,  a  scholar  and 
gentleman  whose  passing  is  greatly  mourned.  My  sympathy  to 
this  good  family.  O.B.N. ) 


Harold  R.  King  graduated  from  the  Robinson  Kansas  Rural 
High  School,  Hay  19,  1958.  He  is  the  son  of  King  and  Grace 
Young  King.  Congratulations,  Harold;  sorry  I  missed  you  last 
fall. 


John  Nesbet,  the  radio  commentator  of  the  uPassing  Par 
ade "  is  author  of  "The  House  of  Melody,"  a  love  song  set  to 
music  by  Meredith  Willson. 


•  John  Swinney,  225  Brand  Street,  Glendale,  California, 
was  the  cause  of  me  wasting  tT,ro  hours  and  having  to  buy 
Brother  Edward  and  Lon  Bobo,  Jr.  a  twenty-five  cent  dinner, 
as  I  was  trying  to  locate  him  without  having  his  address. 

Had  I  located  him,  I  would  have  also  found  his  sister  Dorothy, 
a  teacher  in  the  Wichita,  Kansas,  schools  and  a  brother  Gor¬ 
don,  a  student  at  Kansas  University  also  as  they  were  visit¬ 
ing  him.  These  w ith  Robert  of  Cincinnati  constituted  a  fine 
quartette  of  young  people  whose  mother  is  Mrs.  Ro zette  Swin¬ 
ney,  one  of  my  good  looking  nieces. 


Mrs.  Fannie  Hansford,  mother  of  Dr.  Hazel  Hansford 
Stevens  of  the  Indianapolis  Family  Wolf  axe  Society  writes 
that  her  mother  passed  away  April  1,  1938,  at  the  Methodist 
Hospital  at  Indianapolis,  after  a  lingering  illness. 

Her  body  vie. s  interred  in  the  Clear  Creek  Cemetery  near 
Bloomington,  where  Rev.  Thomas  Nisbet  and  many  Nisbcts  are 
buried.  Dr.  Hazel  belongs  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Nisbet  family. 

She  also  enclosed  a  clipping  giving  an  account  of  the 
death  of  William  H.  Mathers,  22  year  old  son  of  Professor 
Frank  C.  Mathers  of  Indiana  University  Chemistry  Department. 

William  died  at  Rochester,  Minnesota.  He  received  an 
A.B.  degree  at  Indiana  University  in  Chemistry  last  June.  A 
brother  Thomas  is  a  student  at  Harvard  University  Law  School, 
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Dr.  Norman  B.  Nesbitt,  dental  expert  from  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity,  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  last  session  of  the  Ind¬ 
iana  State  Dental  Society  at  Indianapolis. 


Joseph  Wilbur  Nesbit,  son  of  Rev.  B.  R.  Ncsbit,  pastor 
of  the  First  M.  E.  Church  at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  was  married 
by  his  father  to  Hiss  Alsic  Corn,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  A.  Corn.  Omen  Nesbit,  a  brother,  was  best  man.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harold  Ncsbit  of  Chicago  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Nesbit  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  were  among  the  guest c. 

They  will  reside  at  307  West  43rd  Street,  South  Bend, 
Indiana. 


Edward  and  Charles  Nesbitt,  6554  Basworth  Avenue,  Chicago 
twins  18  years  old  in  1937,  registered  in  Loyola  University. 


John  J,  Nesbitt,  and' two  sons  under  the  name  of  John  J. 
Nesbitt,  Inc.,  Holme sburg,  Philadelphia,  manufacture  modern 
heating  and  ventilating  units  which  it  calls  The  Nesbitt 
Syncretizer.  This  family  is  from  Ireland  and  was  located 
at  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  for  a  time. 


LETTERS  OR  CARDS  WERE  RECEIVED  FROM,  THE  FOLLOWING  PERSONS: 

F.  J.  Nisbet,  District  Superintendent,  St.  John,  N.  B.  Canada 
Mrs.  Estella  Ulrich,  293  W.-  3rd  St.,  Peru,  Indiana 
Henry  V.  Nisbet,  66  N.  Clay  St.,  Peru,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Mollie  James,  116  Duncan  Ave.,  Paris,  da-  • 

Lura  B.  Emery,  1316  S.  Walnut  St.,  Bloomington,  Indiana. 

Miss  Chare  McCoy,  807  Macon  Ave.,  Cannon  City,  Colo. 

J.  B.  McCray,  Waketo,  Okla. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Nesbit,  Albion,  Indiana 

Robert,  Corinne,  and  Toni  Swinncy,  2601  Briar  Cliff,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio 

Miss  Elizabeth  McLaughlin,  324  North  Main  St.,  Henderson,  Ky. 
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FIRST  BATTLE  OF  NESBIT 

"The  same  year  (1355)  in  the  month  of  August,  the  Earl 
of  March  and  William,  Lord  of  Douglas,  finding  it  hard  to 
brook  the  depredations  which  had  lately  been  committed-  by  the 
English  on  the  aforesaid  Earl’s  lands,  sent  a  valiant-  man  of 
tried  prowess--the  Lord  William  of  Ramsey,  Knight — with  a 
great  many  men,  to  the  marches,  to  plunder  the  town  of  Nor- 
ham  and  the  whole  of  the  outlying  lands,  and  the  dwellers 
therein.  -  .  - 

This  was  accordingly  done.  When' hard  pressed  by  the 
enemy,  he  held  his  ground  for  a' while,  as  best  he  could;  but 
he  soon  made  a  faint  of  fleeing,  and  puruosely  drew  them  on, 
as  had  been  planned,  to  a  certain  place  called  Nesbit,  where 
he  v:ell  knew  that  the  aforesaid  Lord  of  Douglas  was  lurking 
with  his  Scots  and  Frenchmen,  and  waiting  to  see  how  things 
would  turn  out.  Then  quickly  putting  the  spur  of  a  hill  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  enemy,  he  came  to  the  Scots,  and  brought 
them  good  news  of  the  coming  of  the  English.  The  Scots  rose 
from  their  seats,  and  hastened  merrily  to  meet  them.  But  ' 
the  English,  thunder  struck  at  the  sight  of  them  thus  unex-' 
pectedly,  and  knowing  full  well  the  aforesaid  Lord’s  ensigns 
and  banners,  could  not  no^  with  honour  fle.e;  so  they  staked 
their  lives  upon  their  own  powers ,  and  manfully  fought  it  out 
v.dth  the  Scots.  Since,  however,  even  the  strong  must  needs 
be  overcome  by  stronger,  and  the  weaker  side  be  tripped  up, 
the  Scots,  thank  G-od,  prevailed  against  them,  and  they  were 
all  subdued  and  overthrown.  A  few  indeed,  ^ere  slain;  and 
the  remainder,  except  a  few  who  fled,  were  led  away  scathless 
into  captivity,  and  kept  closely  guarded  in  divers  places. 
These  were  afterwards  ransomed  for  much  gold  and  silver  and 
othor  substance. 

On  that  day  there  fell,  on  the  side  of  the  Scots,  John 
of  Haliburton,  a  brave  and  warlike  man,  who  had  always  given 
the  English  great  trouble.  But  on  the  other  side  were  taken 
the  Lord  Thomas  G-rey,  a  noble  Knight;  with  Thomas,  his  son 
and  heir;  and  a  brave  and  famous  Squire  named  James  Darres, 
with  a  great  many  other  gallant  English  nobles.”  From  "The 
Historians  of  Scotland”  Vol.  IV — Fordun’s  Chronicle. 


SECOND  BATTLE  OF  N I S BET  MOOR,  BERWICKSHIRE 


"At  the  battle  of  Nisbet  Moor  in  Berwickshire,  the  num¬ 
bers  engaged  were  inconsiderable,  but  it  ^as  hotly  contested 
on  either  side.  The  Scots  numbered  only  400,  but  they  were 
admirable  armed  and  well  mounted.  Their  leader  was  a  brave 
knight,  Sir  Patrick  Hepburn,  younger  of  Hailes.  Returning 
from  a  foraying  expedition  into  Northumberland,  they  were 
overtaken  by  Percy  and  March.  The  English  strength  would  be 
about  equal  to  that  of  the  Scots  at  first,  and  for  a  long  time 
the  contest  was  keen  and  the  issue  doubtful;  but  the  former 
were  reinforced  by  200  men  from  the  garrison  at  Berwick, 
under  the  Master  of  Dunbar,  March’s  son,  and  this  decided 
the  fortune  of  the  day  in  favour  of  the  English.  Hepburn 
was  slain,  and  many  brave  knights  either  shared  his  fate  or 
were  taken  prisoners;  the  battle  was  fought  on  June  22nd,  1402. ” 
(Border  Battles  and  Battlefields  by  James  Robson. ) 


A 
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Number  Light 


NISBE70L0CY 


January,  1940 


Issued  occasionally  by 
Otis  B.  Nesbit, 

444  Jackson  Street, 
Gary,  Indiana. 


Special  Samuel  Franklin  Nisbet  Edition 


INTRODUCTION  and  aCIKTOV/LEDGIIENT 


In  presenting  the  following  data  on  Mary  Berry  and  her  ‘descen¬ 
dants,  I  have  had  to  omit  much  more  material  than  I  have  included. 


families  of  John.  James 


Margaret 


Nisbet,  Mary 

T  -Tr 


Kar- 


I  hope  to  send  out  outlines  of  the 
Robert  and  Killian  Nisbet,  Rebeccah  Lewis, 

tin,  Elizabeth  Mcllvain,  the  known  children  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Berry 
Nisbet,  and  to  try  and  establish  the  two  other  girls.  I  have  included 
in  the  table  Jane  and  Isabelle  as  probable  daughters  but  I  have  a 
feeling  that  this  Isabelle  does  not  belong  and  the  Jane  nay  have  been 
a  Jane  who  married  v/Hiian  Robinson  in  1815. 

My  chief  reason  has  been  to  afford  myself  the' satisfaction  of 
building  a  "family  tree,T  and  to  ascertain  some  family  traits  that  have 
stood  out  and  I  believe  heredity  has  been  responsible. 

I  did  not  know  the  names  of  my  grandparents  when  I  started,  nor 
my  living  brothers  and  sisters.  None  of  us  now  know  who  our  mater 
grandmother  was.  Vie  only  know  her  as  a  widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Auld.  If 
will  read  and  note  errors,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  inform  me 
supply  additional  data.  Someone  nay  strike  pay  dirt  or  oil  and 
to  publish  a  book  or  provide  the  means  to  do  so. 

In  our  immediate  families  I  have  found  no  criminal  records, 
little  insanity,  very  little  cancer,  numerous  cases  of  heart  disease , 
usually  after  sixty  years  old.  Many  have  lived  long  lives.  Usually 
all  were  honored  and  well  respected.  The3/  were  generally  religious 
people,  about  every  church  being  represented.  There  have  been  many 
preachers,  a  few  lawyers  and  some  politicians  and  many  teachers, 
farmers,  mechanics  and  doctors. 

Every  war  since  the  Revolutionary  has  found  its  members  in  the 


did 

nal 

you 

and 

want 


ranks . 
the 


The 


V/ar  of 


Civil 

1812. 


Mar  found  then  on  both  sides.  My  grandfather  was  in 
I  cannot  establish  a  Revolutionary  1  ar  record  for  my 
great  grandfather  but  some  believe  he  participated. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  locate  any  of  the  descendants  of  John 
Berry  except  Mary.  I  believe  the  Berry  family  of  Kentucky  belong  but 
their  histories  say  they  belong  to  the  Berry  family  which  wa s  one  of 
the  "first  families  of  Virginia",  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  find 
one  of  then  who  knew  their  Virginia  ancestors'  name.  I  can  now  name 
minef.  at  any  rate. 

The  different  ways  of  spelling  Nisbet  is  of  no  concern.  The  san 
person  spelled  the  name  differently  at  times.  Dr.  Robert  Nisbett  found 
the  name  twenty-six  ways  in  Scotland.  In  Ireland  it  differs.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  differs  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

James  Templer  was  recorded  "er”  on  deeds  made  in  Ohio,  U.S. 
Census  1850  and  also  in  his  will.  Edward  Templar  Nesbit  uses  "ar" ,  but 
he  is  not  a  son  of  his  father  as  his  father  spelled  his  name  Nisbet. 
Mary  Templer  is  the  way  it  appears  in  marriage  return  in  Missouri. 

Emery  Otis  Cartmell,  Mildred  Nisbet  Bob,  Linna  Hardy,  Mrs. Annie 


Mathews,  Zula  Young,  Nannie  Nesbit,  ny  brothers  and  their  wives 


. 


Beatrice  Oppenheim,  Allegra  Nesbit  have  aided  especially  in  fathering 
nateriai  concerning  the  fanilies.My  wife,  Alice  has  been  nost  helc-8 
/  ‘-isf  ‘-able  McLaughlin  has  contributed  a  volume  on  the  Janes 
Misbet  Aaron  Lewis,  the  Endicotts  and  allied  families  which  I  hope 
to  review  in  a  special  number.  ■  -  -  * 

a  v  ,,  !:annie  ’''ebb  has  the  Mary"  Martin  material  well  organized. 

A  bad  heart  has  slowed  up  her  activities. 

To  these  and  all  who  have  sent  me  material,  accept  my  thanks. 
The  trips  I  have  taken  with  ny  family  Lave  had  me  to  Missouri, 
Kansas,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  the  Congressional  Library  at  ’,/ashinrton , 
th0  ‘J^rry  Library,  Chicago,  all  over  southern  Indiana  and  to 

ea?\u"e  haVS  at;t  mny  finu  Wesbits .  I  an  very  proud  of  them. 
Most  Of  them  are  very  ignorant  about  family  history.  Great  cuanti- 

broaitions.  Small  amount  of  documentary  evidence.  The  number 
of  Biblds  destroyed  by  fires  is  astonishing.  In  our  instance,  the 
antljf  Bible  was  sealed  in  the  box  at  a  corner  stone  laying  of  a 

Church  m  Southern  Indiana.  I  hope  sone  member  of  the  clan  will- be 
present  when  it  is  opened. 

^  have  sent  out  previously  articles  on  the  origin  of  the 
family  its  lands,  amour  and  name .  If  you  do  not  have  these,  write 
for  what  is  ms  sine.  ' 

,,  ..  This  volume  is  dedicated  to  my  daughters,  my  nephew  and  nieces 
ana  their  children,  and  in  sone  instances  their  grand-children. 


a  good  genealogical  record  the  important  items 


ire  names 


date  of  birth,  date  and  place  of  marriage,  date  of  deaths,  children, 
burials,  place,  name  of  wife  or  husband  with  above  data,  parents 
names  and  as  much  of  the  above  items  as  possible  with  items  of  achieve 
me nts ,  occupation ,  church,  lodge  affiliations,  war  records,  offices 
copy  o f ^  wills  interesting  items  with  source. 

Many  people  fail  to  reply  to  inquiries  because  of  meager  in¬ 
formation  and  put  it  off  intending  to  attend  to  it  later.  A  good 
plan  would  be  to  send  v/hat  you  have,  and  make  subsequent  reports. 

With  apologies,  I  present  this  for  what  it  is  worth. 

My  hope  is  that  it  will  stimulate  an  interest  in  collecting 
and  preserving  good  family  records. 

May  you  all  have  a  Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 


OTIS  BURGESS 


IJESBIT 


. 

' 


John  Berry 
d.  177^,  Virginia 


Ireland  (?) 

Mary  Berry  = 

b.  1748  •  • 

d.  October  22,  1828 
bur.  Livonia,  Indiana  on 
Alexander  Martin’s  lot 

* 


Sanuel  Nisbet 
b.  1754  -  Scotland  (°) 
d.  1814  -  near  Cynthianaj 
Harrison  County ,  Kentucky 


June  1,  1815 

Sanuel  Nisbet 

b.  I  larch  1,  1761 

d.  Sep tender  1,  1866 

bur.  Stoutsville,  Missouri 

85  y.  5  n.  bur.  on  old  farm 


Harrison  Co.,  Kentucky 
-  •  Nancy  II.  Thoms 

b.  February,  1793  (?) 
(1792  U.S.  Census  1850) 
d.  August  13,  1869 
76  y.  6  n. 
bur.  on  old  farm 
dau.  John  Thomas 


•  November  6,  1846, 
Sanuel  F.  Nisbet 
b.  June  9,  1823 

Harrison  County,  Lentucky 
d.  December  S3,  1895 

Washington  County  , Kansas 
bur.  Washington  County,  Kansas 


Fiilraore  ,  Missouri 

Mary  Templar 
b.  January  18,  1831 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio 
d.  August  30,  1916 

Richmond,  California 
dau.  Janes  Templar  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Auld 
bur.  Richmond,  California 


J une  £2 ,  1895 , 

Otis  B.  Hesbit 
b.  January  31,  1871 
Severance,  Kansas 
Res.  Gary ,.  Indiana 
Children: 

Allegra  Mary  Nesbit 
b-  June  £ ,  1900 
Beatrice  Templar  Nesbit 


Valparaiso,  Indiana 
=  Alice  Vincent 

b.  June  22,  1872 

Lake  County,  Indiana 
dau.  Dr.  AM/.  Vincent  and 
Mary  (Wood)  Vincent 


May  5,  1930,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Beatrice  Templar  Nesbit  -  Alexander  Oppenheim 

b.  December  6,  1903  .  •  '  b.  February  4,  1902, 

■  Manchester,  Lngland 

) - - - 

Judith  Oppenheim  ... 

b.  August  17,  1935 
Chicago,  Illinois 


■ 


t  ■ 
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JOHN  BERRY 

John  Berry  is  the  first  progenitor  that  I  have  been  able . to 
locate  and  our  first  knowledge  connecting  him  with  the  Nesbit  line  is 
found  in  his  Mil  (A)  probated  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  in  1771. 

He  names  !!ary,  his  daughter,  and,  in  the  sane  iten  of  the  will,  it 
gives  John  IJeesbit  his  legacy.  The  Mil  is  dated  October  10,  1770, 
and  was  probated  March  22,  1771,  which  would  fix  his  death  between 
these  dates.  He  was  a  landowner  of  land  situated  in  the  Borden  tract 
located  along  the  Shenandoah  Valley  which  was  settled  mostly  with  £ 
the  Scotch-Irish. 


JOHN  BERRY  *  S  WILL 

•’IN  THE  NAME  0E  .GOD  AMEN,  I,  John  Berry,  of  the  County  of 
Augusta  and  Cqlloney  of  Virginia,  being  weakly  of  body,  but  of  perfect 
mind  and  memory,  thanks  be  given  to  Almighty  God,  therefore  consider¬ 
ing  the  nortallity  .of  my  body  &  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all 
men  once  to  die,  I  do  make  8c  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  Testament, 
that  is  to  say  Principally  8c  first  of  all  1  recommend  and  commit  my 
soul  into  the"  hand  of  Almighty  God  who  gave  it,  and  my  body  to . the 
Earth  decently  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my'  Executors ,  'doubting 
nothing  but  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  Mighty . lower  of  God 
at  the  General  Resurrection  and  .as  touching  what  estate  it  hath 
pleased  God  to  bless  me  with  in  this  life,  I  give.,  devise  &  dispose 
of  the  same  in  the  following  manner  and  form.  •  .  .  .  ; 

Imprimis  -  it  is  my  will  and  I  do  order  that  all  ny, lawful 
debts  and  funeral  charges  be  fully  p>aid,.and  satisf  yed . 

Item  -  unto  Mary,  my  daughter,  one  Pounds  five  Shillings 
curant  money  of  Virginia.  I  likewise  give  and  bequeath  unto  John 
Nee s bit  six  Shillings  and  six  pence  curent  money  of  Virginia. 

Item  -  I  give ■&  bequeath. unto  John  Berry  sun  of  James  Berry, 
deed,  six  Pounds  curent  money  of  Virginia.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
John  Berry  sun  of  Mllian  Berry  ten  counts  current  money  of  Virginia. 

Item  -  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  John  Berry  sun  of  Francis  Berry 
ten  Pounds  current  money  of  Virginia. 

Item  -  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  Eras.  Berry,  Wheelright  five 
pounds  curent  money  of  Virginia. 

Iten  -  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mary  Berry,  daughter  of 
Mlliam  Berry  f owar  Pounds  current  money  of  Virginia.  ^ 

Item  -I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  her  sister ,  Elizabeth  Berry,  six 
Pounds  curent  money  of  Virginia. 


Iten  -  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  Elizabeth  Berry,  Daughter  of 
Charles  Berry,  five  Founds  curent  money  of  Virginia. 


I  give  8c  bequeath  unt< 
curent  ] 


Item  - 

twenty  pounds  _ 

appoint  my  trust  friends, 
Edmastoun,  sole  Executors 


ney  cf  Virginia. 


daughter,  Rebeca  Berry, 
I  likewise  constitute 


•nd 


Alexander  Walker,  Wheelright  &  William 
of  this  ny  last  will  &  testament,  and  do 


-  ■  ■ 

, 


. 


JOHN  BERRY f S  WILL  (Coat’d.) 


hereby  disanul  &  revock  all  other  wills  or  testaments  by  me  made 
declaring  &  publishing  this  my  last  Will  and  testament. 


IN  tTITNESS  'RIHREOF  I  have  hereunto  set  ray  hand  &  seal  this 
tenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Seventy .  '  John  Berry  (3.3.) 

Published  and  pronounced  in 
the  presence  of  us: 

John  Walker 
John  Welker  Junior 
Janes  Walker 
Francis  Berry 


At  a  Court  continued  and  held  for  ^ugusta  County  H./rch  the 
22d ,  1771.  This  last  will  and  testament  of  John  Berry,  deed,  was 
proved  by  the  oaths  of  John  Walker,  John  Walker  Junior  and  Janes 
Walker,  three  of  the  witnesses  thereto  &  ordered  to  be  recorded  and 
on  the  notion  of  Alexander  Walker  and  William  Edniston,  the  executors 
therein  named,  who  made  oath  according  to  law,  certificate  is  granted 
then  for  obtaining  a  probat  thereof  in  due  form,  they  having  with 
securitys  entered  into  and  acknowledged  their  bond  according  to  lav;. 

Teste - " 

7/ill  Book  4,  page  404  A  copy, 

TESTE( signed) .Harry # Burnett # # # clerk 


of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Augusta  County,  Va. 


SAMUEL  ITISBET  -  HARY  BURRY 

In  the  settlement  of  the  Estate  of  John  Berry  in  1771,  Mary 
Neizbitt  and  John  Neizbitt  were  named  in  the  will  and  Samuel  Neizbit 
was  paid  a  claim. 


Samuel  Nisbeit  on  March  1,  1770,  acquired  100  acres  of  land 


which  he,  on 


Scot' 


Tiber  19,  1787,  transferred  by  dded  to  John  Nelson. 
In  1787  for  the  sum  of  $160.00,  Samuel  Nesbitt  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
joined  in  a  deed  to  transfer  the  100  acres  acquired  in  1770  which 
joined  John  Berry’s  land  said  to  be  recorded  in  Deed  Book  A,  page  696 
Rockridge  County.  This  deed  was  signed  San’i  Nisbeit  and  Mary 
Nisbeit,  his  wife,  and  recorded  in  Deed  Book  A,  page  696  of  the 
County  of  Rockridge. 

In  Volume  2  of  Abstracts,  Augusta  County  (Virginia)  Records, 
show  that  "Samuel  Nesbit  went  out  as  pack  horseman  on  the  last  Indian 
Exposition  in  order  to  raise  money  to  pay  for  his  land.”  Morten’s 
Rockridge  County,  Virginia,  lists  ’’Samuel  Nesbitt  as  a  Tithable”  and 
a  ’’Taxpayer"  in  1782,  and  on  page-  466  under  "Locations  and  Arrivals" 
in  1788  lists  Samuel  Nesbitt  (and  Mary).  The  marriage  record  of 
Rockridge  County  shows  a  license  granted  to  John  Neisbit  and  Sarah 
Hunter,  August  26,  1787.  The  consent  is  signed  by  Samuel  Neisbit 
and  William  Hunter.  The  surities,  John  Neisbit  and  James  McCutchan. 

12  shows  John  Nesbit  and  Sarah, 
State  of  Kentucky,  along  with 


Deed  Book  36,  Augusta  County,  page 
his  wife,  from  the  County  of  Harrison, 


till 
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othor  heirs  of  William  Hunter,  deceased,  as  signers  to  a  deed  for 
land  situated  in  Augusta  Count}'  which  William  Hunter  acquired 
through  Government  Patent  deeded  September  20,  1751.  Samuel  and  his 
family  canu  to  Kentucky,  no v;  Harrison  County,  and  settled  on  lands 
west  of  Cynthiuna,  oil  Grays  Run  about  1790  and  built  a  log  house 
which  was  standing  and  occupied  when  I  last  saw  it  in  1937.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  stockman  and  certainly  a  woodsman. 


Family  tradition  insists  that  he  had  his  chin  cut  off  at  the 
Battle  of  Cowpons  but  no  proof  has  b^on  found  in  the  War  od  Pension 
Department.  Ho  is  not  listed  in  the  Virginia  records  either.  He  was 
a  taxpayer  on  personal  and  real  estate  in  1795  in  Harrison  County  and 
was  on  the  tax  rolls  until  his  d~ath  in  1814.  Opposite  his  name  on 
the  Tax  Rolls  of  Harrison  County,  in  1813  is  -a  notation  '’In  Capt. 
Gray’s  Co.”  Here  he  is  designated  as  Samuel  Ncsbett,  Sr. 


My  grandfather’s  nano  also  appears  on  the  1813  Tax  roll  as 
Samuel’ Nesbit,  Jr.,  owner  of  80  acres  and  a  notation  ”In  Capt.  Gray’s 
Co.”  Samuel  Nisbet  died  in  1814.  I  have  never  located  his  grave. 

His  will  was  probated  at  the  July  Tern  of  Court. 


Mary  berry  Nisbet  went  to  'Washington  County,  Indiana,  in  1824 
to  live  with  her  daughter,  Mary  IJisbet  Martin,  and  died  at  her  Lone 
on  October  19,  1828,  and  she  was  buried  on  the  Alexander  Martin  hot 
in  the  Livonia  Cemetery  in  an  unmarked  grave.  Alexander  Martin  had 
a  brother,  William,  who  was  a  great ‘Presbyterian  missionary  in 
southern  Indiana  and  was  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Livonia. 


The  Alexander  Martin  Bible  contains  the  record  of  Mary  Martin’s 
d^uth  and  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Fannie  ..olns  Wright  Webb  of 
Franklin,  Indiana,  a  great-great  grand  daughter. 


I  do  not  think  he  was  in  the  Revolutionary  War  because  I  have 
been  unable  to  find  whore  he  received  any  lands  on  that  account  and 
generally  land  grants  were  sought. 


WILL  OF  SAMUEL  NISBET 


'•In  the  nano  of  God  amen- 1,  S-muel  Nisbet,  of  Harrison  County, 
and  State  of  Kentucky,  beinf  weakly  in  body  but  in. perfect  mind  and 
mm&ory,  thanks  be  to  God  for  his  mercies;  and  nuoi/ing .  that .  i  t  is 
appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die,  I  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last 
will  and  Testament,  by  me  made,  — 

First  of  all  I  do  command  my  soul  to  God  v/ho  gave  it  to  no  and  ny 
body  to  the  Larth  whence  it  cane  to  be  decently  buried  end  as  touch¬ 
ing  my  worldly  Lstate  that  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me  with  I  do 
dispose  of  in  the  following  way  and  mcmier.  • 

I  do  order  all  of  my  lawful  debts  to  be  paid  and  ny  funeral  charges. 
As  for  the  balance  of  my  estate,  I  do  dispose  ol  in  the  following 
way  and  manner:  that  is  to  say,;- 


( 


To  John,  my  son,  I  dc  five  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  To ^ 

Robert,  my  son,  I  give  ten  dollars  as  has  gotten  his  share  be! ore. 

To  Samuel,’  my  soil,  I  do  give  the  piece  of  land  that  is  laid  om  to 
him  adjoining  Robert’s  line,  supposed  to  be  twenty  acres  more  or 
less.  To  James,  my  so-n,  I  do  give  thirty  dollars,  as  he  hc.d.  gotten 
his  share  before.  To  William,  my  son,  I  do  give  the  plantation  where- 


-5- 


",’ILL  0?  SAKULL  ITIBBi-T  (Cont'd.) 


on  I  now  live,  with  all  thu  plantation  tools  and  two  horses,  and  the 
wagons  to  be  betwixt  /illian  and  San. 

And  uach  of  ny  daughters  now  living  t.t  hone  is  to  have  a  horse 
or  mare,  and  for  ny  oth^r  three  that  are  married,  I  do  give  ten 
dollars  to  uach. 

Thu  balance  of  thu  estate  I  do  leave  thu  sole  disposal  of  to 
ny  wife,  and  she  is  to  have  a  pood  and  sufficient  living  o: 
oiuoe  Id  to  keep  possession  of  the  house,  and  the  three  on-mrried 
daughters  to  have  their  living  on  the  place  while  on-n.niod,  «ud  i 
do  ke,vc;  Mary,  ny  wife,  and  William,  ny  son,  soiu  ^cutors,  of ,  .  y 
list  Vi  11  and  ^staiient  ira.de  by  me. 

I  do  revoke  all  other  wills  and  testanents  by  no  nadu. 

Given  under  ny  hand  this  7th  day  of  March  1814.  ^  muel  Nisbet 

rn^gt •  * 

XI.  Moore:  a .  Moore,  henry  C.  Moore 

Harrison  County,  July -Court  1814  #  , 

This  last  will  and  Testament  of  3anuel  Nisbet,  deceased,  -a 
returned  into  Court  and  proved  by  the  oaths  oi  willi-n  h;in 

Andrew  Moore,  subscribing  witnesses  thereto,  and  ordered  to  Do 

reCordeo..  Tr  t-  hi  is-  v> 

Attest:  A.  Moore  a.  Clk. 


"HARRISON  COUNTY  WILL  BOOK  --  A. 


inventory  of  the  estate  of  Samuel  Misbit,  Sr* 

Deceaded.  1814 

1  grey  mare  $40.00 

1  bay  mure  4  yrs.  old  $55.00 

$95.00 

1  other  bay  mure  8  yrs.  old  $55.00 

1  bay  mare  15  yrs.  old  $50.00 

85.00 

» 

1  strawberry  roan  mare  $85.00 

1  old  mare  and  colt  $25.00 

50.00 

•  '  -  1  yearling  stud  colt  $20.00 

1  old  grey  horse  $18.00 

58.00 

V  * 

1  old  brindle  steer  (?)  $11.00 

1  brown  steer  $9.00 

20.00 

1  red  steer  $10.00 

The  spots  on  the-  rump  $10.00 

20.00 

1  brindled  and.  white  steer  ^7.00 

1  red  and  white  steer  $6.00 

15.00 

1  small  brindled  steer  $5.00 

1  small  red  st-eor  $4.00 

9.00 

. 
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KARRISON  COUNTY-  WILL  BOOK  —  A  (Cont’d.) 


1  snail  freckled  steer  $4.00 
1  flout  -  hifer  $5.00 

1  red  and  white  heifer  $4.00 
1  old  sec  (*>)  cow  $12.00 


$  9.00 
16.00 


1  red  yellow  younf  cow 

1  brindle  cow  and  calf  with  a  white  back 
1  brindle  cow  and  calf  with  a  white  spot 
1  brindled  cow  frith  a  star  in  her  face 
1  brindled  heifer  $6.00 
3  snail  poor  yearling 
18  he-ads  of  hogs  $30.00 

8  small  shoots  $13.00 
20  head  of  sheep  ^40.00 

1  cupboard  and  furniture  $20.00 

2  chest  $4.00  2  candlestands  $4.00 

2 - ?  trunk  $2100 

1  bedstead  and  furniture 
1  bestead  and  furniture  No.  2 
1  bedstead  and  furniture  No.  5 
1  bedstead  and  furniture  No.  4 
1  bedstead  and  furniture  No,  5 

1  bedstead  and  furniture  Nol  6 
7  pairs  of  blankets 

5  second  rate  blankets 

2  rugs  $12.00  5  quilts  $25.00 

5  coverlets  $14.00 

5  calico  quilts  $25.00 

3  old  calico* quilts  $10.00 
1  counterpin 

9  sheets  $22.50 


21  pounds  of  pewter  $8.20 
1  clock  820.00 

1  kettle  v2.75  1  skillet  &  pot  $2.00 

1  oven  $2.00 

1  teakettle  $6.00  -  1-18  gal.  kettle  ,$5. 
1  loom  and  appurtenances  $iv,.00 
5  side  saddle s  $84.00 
J  nan's  saddle  $15.00 


12.00 
14.00 
14.00 
14.  00 


12.00 


33.00 

60.00 

10.00 
10.00 
40.00 
25,00 
40.00 
30,00 
30 . 00 

59.00 

51.00 


53.00 


50.00 

6.75 

11.00 


100.00 


Notes  on  Demand  on  Different 


Person  $734.50 


£>  749.50 


Mary  Nesbit 
William  Nesbit 
Alexander  Lewis, 


Administrators  . 
Jcjnes  Crinvell  (?)f 
Appraisers . 


Cummins, Month  Spears, 


Harrison  County,  Ky. , 


November  Court  1814." 


c 


« 


PROBABLE  CHILDREN  OF  3Al!UEL  AND  NARY  BERRY  ITESBIT 


Born 

Place 

Died 

Buried 

Carriage 

Bwf  or 

27  aug. ,  1767 
Sarah  Hunter 

A.  John  ITLSBIT 

1770 

Vn. 

1834 

i:y . 

B.  Robert 

ii 

About 

Lewi s  Co. 

• 

1773 

V£t  . 

1852 

Ho . 

C  •  J  ane 

•i 

‘ 

1828 

Kp. 

7th  Sapt.,  1797 

D.  Isabel 

it 

Dm.  -,/ardlo w 

E.  Margaret 

i» 

1777 

Va. 

1853 

Cy nt hi ana , 

• 

• 

Ind . 

23  Apr . ,  1805 

F .  Lin  ry  , ' 

ti 

1779 

Va. 

1852 

Ind; 

Alex.  Martin 

* 

1  Juna,  1813 
‘Nancy  Thomas 

G.  Samuel 

it 

1781 

Vn. 

1866 

No. 

■  * 

* 

17  Mch • ,  1808 

H.  James 

n 

1785 

Va. 

1874 

Ind . 

Hannah  Journeo 

• 

3  Apr . ,  1811 

I.  Elizabeth 

it 

1829 

Ky . 

Samuel  Nell vane 

15  Nov . ,  1815 

J.  Rebeccah 

ti 

1801 

Ky. 

1824 

Ind. 

Aaron  Lewis 

7  Dec. ,  1824 

K.  William 

it 

1877 

0 

•  Ky . 

Polly  Roberts 

...  .  Jh^'/clbov^  table  has  been  arranged  giving  the  names  and  date  on 

the  probable  children  of  Samuel  and  Nary  Berry.  No  record  of  their 

marriage  has  been  found  in  Virginia.  Family  gossip  says  their  marriage 
occurred  in  Ireland.  Three  girls  were  married  in  1814  when  Samuel  dice} 
but  ie  did  not  name  then.  Nary  and  Elizabeth  v/ere  two  of  the  married 

girls  but  I  have  my  doubt  about  Isabel  belonging  to  him.  The  three 

unmarried  wore  quite  definitely  known  to  have  been  Nargnret,  Robeccah 
and  Jane.  The  date  of  marriage  is  from  the  official  records.  The 

c.re  calculated  from  age  *'t  death  on  tombstones  and  other 


The 

dates  of  birth 
evidences  such 


as  Bibles ,  U.S.  Census  and  Official  records. 


Dear  Cousin; 


A  CQNItECTING  LINK  —  A  RARE  FIND 


II  Q 


Saunderville ,  Indiana,  Dec. 30, 1863 


I  received  a  letter  some  ti  ie  ago  from  your  son  to  which  I  have 
not  responded.  I  was  truly  sorry  to  hear  of  deaths  th.  t  have  caused 
you  so  much  sorrow  and  which  bereavements  are  felt  for  many  years  to 
♦  ^i0Se  Pd^Ces  can  never  be  filled.  But  ^"sorrow  not  a s  those 

that  have  no  hope.  How  glorious  to  look  beyond,  'this  present  world 
oi  sorrow  and  disappointments  to  a  ‘glorious  reunion  with  those  who 
have  gone  oefore  and  when  the  tears  of  sorrow  are  all  wiped  from  the 
eyes  and  where  weeping  and  sighing  are  sound  unknown.  I  have  just 

heme  from  spending  a  week  with  La  and  sister  Drusilla.  When 
I  left  them,  I  thought  of  visiting  Uncle  James  as  I  had  heard  from 
time  to  time .of  aunt's  poor  health.  •  But  when  I  got  to  Fathers  I 
neard  that  Aunt  had  been  dead  about  one  nond ,  and  although  where  I 


live  is  only  14  miles  from  A.,  I  had  not 


heard  that  Aunt 


was 


gone 


- 
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Uncle  came  to  my  Father’s  house  on  Christmas  day  on  his  way  home  iron 
Illinois.  He  had  been  on  a  visit  to  Alfred  who  was  not  at  home.  He 
only  stopt-  one  day  there,  although,  Alfred  was  expected  hone  .the  next 

day.  . 

Poor  Uncle’s  accumulated  sorrows  have  worn  heavily  upon  him.  His 

hearing  is  very  imperfect  and  his  sight  gone  from  one  eye  and  very  dinr 
in  the~other;  it  is  hard  to  converse  with  him.  He  desired  me  to  write 
to  you  and  tell  you  of  Aunt's  death.  He  sayed  that  hers  was  a  happy 
death  and  that  he  very  much  longed  to  go  with  her.  He  says  he  cannot 
see  to  write  nor  scarcely  see  '•  print. 

Garret  is  discharged  from  the  army  on  account 
march;  his  f,eet  gave  out.  He  was  in  the  60th,  Ind. 


of  disability  to 
This  Regi.  was  at 


Indianapolis  guarding  the  Donelson  Prisoners .  •* Buckner ’ s  men  after 
these  men  were  exchanged  and  the  60th  were  taken  prisoners  at  Murfes- 
burough  they  were  taken  by  the  same  men  they- had  guarded  at  Indiana¬ 
polis,  and  they  were  well  treated  by  them.  Many  of  them  grasped^ them 
by  the  hands  as  if  they  were  brothers.  Their  kind  treatment . that  they, 
received  at- the  hands  of  our  men  seemed  to  have  softened  their  hearts. 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  John  from  St.  Louis,  he  is  well.  oti  t  ^ri , 
The  regiment  is  not  quite  full.  They  expect  to  go  South  very  soon. 
Nicholas  Nesbit  was  shot  as  a  rebel  in  Ho.  It  seeas  that-  when  e 
wnq  made  for  all  to  enroll  themselves  N.  would  not  do  it,  but 
went  off  with  Porters  Band  of  Rebels  and  afterward  disbanded  and  kept  . 
concealed  in  the  neighborhood  where  some  Federal  scouts  found  ana  .hot 


a  son  of  Uncle  Same  N. 

Sister  Sarah  is  at  Louisville,  Ky .  She  is  there  with  her  hus- 


him*  his  aroperty  was  confiscated.  He  was 


There 
far' as 


band.  lie  is  disabled.  She  went  by  the  Aibany  and  Salen  R.R. 
was  on  the  dar  a  nan  by  the  nan^  °f  Night  too.,  care  of  ho r 

ttci  savs  thft  he  knew  some  of  the  Martins.  If  her  husban 
hoL  with  her  they  nay  stop  at  Livonia.  I  an  ejecting  a  letter 

not  heard  from  them  for  near  two  weeks.  When  I 
I  thought  about  coning  to  Livonia  but  found  I 
by  rail  and  gave  it  out.  I  have  been  bust  since 


comes 
every  mail.  I  have 
was  at  Greoncastle, 
could ‘not  get  there 
then  that  I  did  not 
at  school  now. 
pox  broke  out. 
you  will  answer 


make  the  effort.  My  little  ones  are  at  hone  and 


May 

V/e 

soon. 


:ho  eldest 


wa  s 


have  a  good  school  near 
I  remain  yours , *  -  - 


^2  O-XUOJLV.  W  ii..  .  w  Ci  b  11  UUb  Cl 

in  Evansville  untill  the  small 
this  winter.  I  hope 


by 


N.R.  Ingle 

P.S.  John  says  that  in  the  country  that  Uncle  S.  lives  in  are 
mostly  divisions  but  that  Uncle  Roberts  sons  arc;  good  Union  men. 

The.  Nosbit  kin  in  Ky.  are  not  3-cesh.  Henry  was  Marshall  of  Cyntfci- 
ana  and  was  a  firn  Union 
State . ” 


man.  Uncle  voted  against  division  in  that 


An  Ex ola nation  of  the 


Haney 


Inrlo  Letter 


It 


The  above  letter  was  one  of  the  richest  finds  I  have  made, 
was  discovered  by  Mrs.  Fannie  W«bb  and  I  was  able  to  procure  a 
photostat  copy  made  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Noyes,  then  in  the  Law 
Library  at  the;  University  of  Michigan.  The  letter  was  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  Palmer  Sisters  at  Franklin,  Indiana,  had  been  collected 
by  a  relative.  They  belong  to  the  Lillian  Martin  family..  It  was 
written  by  Nancy  Lewi s  Ingle. 


”Pa”  is  Aaron  Lewis,  husband  of  Rebeccah  Nisbet. 

•’Uncle  Janes’’  refers  to  Janes  Nisbet  of  Cynthiana,  Indiana,  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Berry.  Grandfather  Samuel  Nisbet ’s  brother. 


.. 
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Alfred  Berry  Nisbet,  a  son  of  Janes  Nisbit,  grandfather  of 
Mable  and  Elizabeth  McLaughlin  of  Henderson,  Ky . ,  the  historians  for 
the  Janes  Nisbet  and  allied  families  in  that  section. 

Garret  Nisbet,  son  of  Janes  Nisbet. 

Nicholas  Nesbit,  son  of  Samuel  Nisbet,  was  my  Uncle,  ny  father's 
brother,  also  father  of  Mollis  Nisbet  Scott. 

•’Sister  Sarah"  was  Mrs.  Sarah  Keel,  who  died  this  year,  aged 
101.  H^r  husband,  Henry  Reel. 

The  Martin’s  at  Livonia  refer  to  Mary  Nisbet  Martin.  John  was 
her  brother,  John  Lewis. 

"Uncle  S."  refers  to  Samuel  Nisbet  of  Stoutsville,  Missouri,  my 
grandfather. 


"Uncle  Robert"  is  Robert  Nesbit  who  lived  in  Missouri 
adjoining  country  to  his  brother  Samuel. 


in  an 


The  Nisbet  kin  in  Kentucky  refer  to  "Uncle  William",  the 
est  child  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Berry  who  inherited  the  plantation 
was  his  son. 


young- 

Henry 


Thus  the  Nisbet  and  Lewis  families  of  Posey  County,  Indiana, 
Robert  and  Samuel  of  Missouri,  the  Martins  of  Livonia,  Indiana  and 
William  Nisbet  of  Cynthiana,  Kentucky,  are  tied  together  whether  they 
like  it  or  not. 


The  folks  who  kept  and  treasured  old  letters  were  wiser  and 
smarter  than  the  most  of  us  who  destroy  them  to  go t  them  out  of  the  way 
and  my  compliments  to  several  of  them  whose  prized  possessions  have 
been  most  valuable  to  me.  To  their  relation  who  I  bow  my  thanks  also. 


SAMUEL  NISBET  -  NANCY  THOMAS 


G. 

1781, 

1794. 


SAMUEL  NISBET,  born  in  Rockbridge 
came  to  Kentucky  with  his  father's 


County,  Virginia,  March  1, 
family  some  time  prior  to 


© 


Samuel,  Jr.,  is  on  the  Tax  Roll  of  1813  with  a  notation  'In 

'  _  .  it  i  /I 


5th  Ky 


Capt.  Gray’s  Co".  The  V /a r  Department’s  Records  at  Lashington,  D.c. 
show  •’Samuel  Nesbitt,  Private,  Capt.  VJ.R.  McGrey’s  Co. 

Vol.  Ml  a .  Col.  Renick's  Reg.  «ug.  IB,  to  Nov.  15,  1813.  2 

Mas 

his 


Mounted 
BE  days. 


at  Limestone,  Ky. ,  Nov.  13,  1813."  He  purchased  land  adjoining 


father’s  and  was  willed  20  acres  by  his  father. 


Samuel  Nesbit  and  Nancy  Thomas 
of  John  Thomas,  were  married  June  1, 
Gospel.  His  name  appears  on  the  Tax 
Missouri  in  1825. 


,  born  1792  in  Kentucky,  daughter 
1813,  by  Jora  Conner,  Minister 
Rolls  until  he  left  Kentucky  for 


77  acre 
Daniel 


Samuel  Nesbitt  and  Nancy  (ner  X  mark) 
s  of  land  in  HarrPson  County,  Kentucky 
Tubbs  for  )924.00.  Deed  Book  9,  page 


Nesbitt  signed  n  deed  for 
,  September  17,  1825  to 
407  of  that  County. 
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*’  '  The  next  record  of  him'is  found  in  a  History  of  Monroe  County, 

Missouri,  found  in  Paris,  Missouri  Library.  It  contains  a  sketch  on < 
John  T.  ITesbit,  a  son  of  Samuel’s.  It  says  that  the  family ^ cane 
Kentucky  in  1824  first  locating  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri.  I  found 


Mitchell’s  Travel  Guide,  published  about  that  tine,  in  the  State 


Historical  Society  Library  at  St.  Louis  that  showed  Fulton , .Missouri 
to  bo  the  end  of  the  trail.  Good  reason  they  had  for  stopping  there 


Calloway  County  Records  show  nothing  that  indicates  land  owner-  ^ 
ship  in  that  County.  The'oeed  Records  of  Boone^County  show  a  deed  for 
160  acres  bought  from  Joseph  Brown  and  wife  by  Samuel  Nesbit,  i^arcn  e/, 
1827.  This  land  was  deeded  by  Samuel  and  Nancy  Nesbit  to^John  ir-».i 
for  $460.00  and  dat~d  March  1,  1830.  The  Monroe  County .nistory  furthe 
recites  that  Samuel  hev/ed  the  logs  that  Went  into  the  fir 
bpiilt  in  Florida,  Missouri.  This  town  has  become 


‘St 


birthplace  of 
State  Highway  go. 
County. 


;’Mark 


Twain”.  A  State  Park  adjoins 


house 
famous  as  being  the 
the  town  and  a  fine 


to  it.  Florida,  Missouri  is  located  in  Monroe 


'  Samuel  Nesbit  purchased  from  Robert  Greening  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  160  acres  of  land  a  few  miles  northwest  of  Florida,  on 
July  20,  1831,  for  5125.00, .recorded  in  Deed  Record  A.  This  -and 
hold  until  October  23,  1852,  when  Samuel  and  Nancy  transferred  it 
deed  to  Nicholas  T.  Nesbit,  a  son. 


he 

by 


Samuel  and  his  wife  lived  on 


the  place  until  after  the  death  of 


Nicholas ,  which  occurred  in  1802.  They  then  made  their  hone  with  Hr 

-  -  Painter  was  their  daughter,  America. 


and  Mrs.  S.K 


Painter.  Mr 


'  Sanuol  died  September  1,  1866,  aged  85  years,  6  months.  Nancy 
died  kueust  13,  1869,  aged  76  years,  6  months .  They  Were  buried  on  a 
plot  under  sorie  trees  not  far  from  the  old  house  where  a  fan^iy  fry¬ 
ing  place  had  been  established.  Some  of  the  stones  Were  down.  There 
was  no  fence  enclosing  it  in  1930  when  -lice,  Allegraella  Vincent  and 
I  found  it.  Since  thou,  Otis  un^ry  Cartnelx  and  I  caused  to  be  erected 
a  substantial  stonewall.  around  it. 


Virginia  Kennctt  told  me  that  tho  old  people  v;cru  Old  Baptists. 
I  havb  been  able  to  find  record  of  nine  children  born  to  them.  I  have 
not  located  the  Family  Bible. 


CHILDREN  OF  3 A! TULL  AND  NANCY  NISBLT 


G-l 

G-2 

G-3 

G-4 

G-5 

G-6 

G-7 

G-8 

G-9 


JOHN  THOMAS,  born  1814,  married  Lucretia  Lyons 
HIRAM,  born  1816 

El  IZABETK  JANE,  born  October  12,  1817 
NILLIAM  TOLLIVER,  born  September  21,  1819/ 
JAMES,  born  October,  1819  -if  7 
SAMUEL  FRANKLIN ,  born  June  9,  1823 
MELVINA,  born  August  23,  1829 
AMERICA,  born  March  18,  1832 
NICHOLAS,  born  1836 


( 


1  '  .  •'  -a  c^so  xowc  rxao 

^  ..  .If"??  lB.‘i3  «M* 


?j> 


. 


G-l 


G-2 


JOHN  THOMAS  NESBIT,  b.  2'Dec.K  1814,  in  Harrison  Co.,  d .  20  Sept., 
^L893,  n.  Lucretia  Lyong,  7  Dec.,  1827,  at  Paris  Mo.  When  boy 
John  was  in  Boone,  Co.,  Calloway  Co.,  Monroe  Co.,  and  lived  at 
Florida,  Mo.  He  bur.  in  old  cenetery  in  Paris,  Mo.  Children: 
G-l-i  MARY  JANE,  b.  6  Sent.,  1838,  in  Paris,  Mo. 

d.  12  Mch . ,  1863,  n.  CM/.  Rubey,  bur.  Bellfoun- 
tain  Cenetery.  One  son: 

•  (a)  THOMAS  LEITS  RUBEY,  reared  by  John  Y. 

Nisbet  fanily,  b.  27  Sc:>u.,  1862, 
d.  2  Nov.,  1928.  U.S.  Congress  for 
•  ‘  •  several  years.  Left  widow  and  children. 

'•  Bur.  Lebanon,  Mo. 

G-l-ii  RICHARD  FRANKLIN,  b.  1  Jan.,  1840,  d.  5  Nov.,  1840 
G-l-iii  ANN  ELIZA,  b.  23  Mch.,  1841,  d.  8  Sept.,  1842 
G-l-iv  CASSIE • EMILY ,  b.  1842,  d.  20  Mch. ,  1842 
G-l-v  HIRAM  BERRY,  b.  21  Apr.,  1844,  d.  72  Feb.,  1845 
G-l-vi  JOHN  YOUNG,  b.  1846,  d.  19  Doc.,  1913,  bur.  Paris, 

•'  -Mo.,  n.  Mary  Bealmer  at  Paris,  Mo.,  d.  1929 

Dallas,  Texas.  Children: 

•  •  •  (a)  SAMUEL 

(b)  EDWARD  L.  ,  m.  Kitty  Wi lucre,  Paris,  Mo. 
•(c)  CLARENCE  RUBY 

.  .  (G-l-vii  MARTHA  and  boy,  b.  3  Dec.,  1847,  boy  dead  at  birth, 

twing  (Q_i_viii  girl  d,  22  Jan.,  1874 

G-l-ix  NANCY  KERILLA,  b.  2  Aug.,  1849,  d.  6  Sept.,  1851 
G-l-x  WILLIAM  ARTHUR,  b.  19  Jan.,  1851,  Luraka  Springs, 


twins 


twins 


( G-l-xi 
(G-l-xii 
G-l-xiii 


( G-l-xi v 
( G-l-xv 


Ark. 

WESLEY  and  WASHINGTON, 


14  July,  1853,  died  ? 


ANNIE  N. ,  b.  2  Aug.,  1856,  d.^3  Mch.,  1927,  bur. 
Cypress  View  Mausolem,  San  Diego, Cal.,  m.  Harvey 
Mathews,  2nd  n.  two  children,  one  dau.  died  young, 
LEWIS  RUBEY,  and  one  dau.  lives  in  Encinitas , Cal . 
ALONZO  and  ALFONSO,  b.  1853,  both  died 
Aug. ,  1858 


HIRAM  B.  NISBET,  b.  1816,  Ky .  ,  d.  6  Sept.,  1864,  n.  Ilalinda 
Manning,  12  Dec.,  1844.  She  was  b.  1828.  Earner  lived  near 
•  Chilicothe,  Mo.,  where  he  died.  This  fanily  suffered  from 
Tuberculosis  and  few  survived.  Have  been  able 'to  locate  only 
two  grand-daughters  living. at  present:  Mrs.  Linna  Hard y  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  her 'sister.,  Mrs.  Alice  Rosenfield  of 
New  York  City.  Mrs.  Hardy  has  supplied  the  following  data. 
Light  children: 

G-2-i  BENNETT ,  b.  1845,  d.  28  Dec.,  1872,  n.  Martha 

Skinn,  one  son,  FRED 

G-2-ii  NANCY  L. ,  b.  22  Apr.,  1848,  d.  20  Aug. ,  1877, 

Hi.  7  Mav,  1868,  Janes  Harvey  Mathews,  b.  20  Jan. 

■  *  '  1836,  Tr unbull  Do., Ohio.  First  n.  Nancy  L. 

•  •  Nisbet,  2nd  wife  a  cousin  to  1st  wife,  Annie 
Nisbet,  dau.  John'T.  Nisbet.  His  father  b.  in 
Ireland.  Mother  Catherine  Draper,  b.  West  Va .  He 
•  was  a  prosperous  farner  and  hardware  merchant  at 
Chili co thee,  Mo.  Two  children  born  by  Annie,  a 
'•  dau.  who  died  young  and  LEWIS  RUBY.  Four  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Nancy  L. ,  as  follows: 


' 
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(b) 


(a)  CHARLES  N. ,  b.  26  Mch. ,  1869,  d.  6  Apr. 
1927,  n.  Hattie  Montgomery,  dau.John 
Montgomery,  one  aau.  dead.  No  issue. 
LINNA  MAY,  b.  17  Oct.,  1870,  Chilico- 
the ,  Mo.  Married  Addison  Hardy, 
bo.  30  Mch. ,  1890,  near  Anderson, Ind. 
d.  19  July,  1914  in  H.C.,  Mo.  R.R. 
man,  son  of  Madison  and  oarah  Hifer 
Hardy.  Linna  May  now  lives  in  H.C., 
Mo.  Four  children: 

(1)  ALICE  LORETTE,  b.  25  June, 1892, 
n.  W.G.  Cornwall,  Nov.,  1926. 

".Two  children:  WILLIAM  A.  and 
JACK,  Oswego,  Mo. 

(2)  LINNA  I 1AY ,  b.  7  July,  1894, 
n,  50  Dec.,  1922,  J.V.  Boysen, 
b.  K.C.,  Kan.,  son  Peter  and 
'Mary  (Wholk)  ,  father  born  Den¬ 
mark.  Two  sons  ROBERT  HARDY 
and  DONALD  CORDON,  6106  Char¬ 


ts) 


tott  Ave .  ,  K. C . .  Mo 


(4) 


SAMUEL 
•HENRY  T. 


JAMES  ADDISON,  b.  5  July,  1898, 
m.  Lena  Scott  Kivett.  One 
child,  RICKARD 
CHARLES  G.,  b.  2  Oct.,  1906, 
Single . 

(c)  EDITH  and  EDDIE  (twins),  b.  Aug.  1872 
di  ed  °  5 

ALICE  L. ,  b.  7  May,  1874,  m.  Jan.,  1898, 
1st  husband  Fred  Stribling,  St.  Joseph 
Mo.,  2nd  husband,  Nov.,  1926,  George 
B.  Rosenf ield ,  b.  Russia,  no  children. 
Resides  885  V/..  End.  Ave.  ,  New  York  City 


(d) 


A 


b.  2  Oct.,  I8o0  ,.d .  25  Mar.,  1872 
b.  12  Jan.,  l8o3,  d.  1  Sept.,  1877 


G-3 


G-2-iii 
G-2-iv 

G-2-v  ALLIS  M. ,  b.  17  Feb.’  1855 
G-2-vi .  JOHN  WILLIAM,  b.  17  Sept.,  1857  '  * 

MEN  A’  b*  23  :'Ich .  >  1859,  d.  1883  lutblo ,  Colo 
RRI11.1  Ate:,  b.  23  July,  1861 ,  d.  19  Itch.,  1865 


ALVIN  II.  CARTIILLL.  b .  3  July,  1811,  d!  1865;  n* 
Elizabeth  Jane  Nesbit,  12  Oct.,  1817,  d.  22  J 
near  Stoutsville,  Mo.  Children: 

G-3-1 


8  Jan. ,  1844, 
Jan . ,  1897 ,  lived 


G-3-ii 

G-3-iii 

G-3-iv 

G-3-v 

G-3-vi 


JiuiES  HARVEY ,  b.  22  Dec.,  1845,  d.  18  Oct.,  i860 

n.  - descendants  live  in'Okla.  Bur.  Old 

..isbet  Farm,  Stoutsville,  Mo. 

SARaII^  MALVINA,  b.  16.  Jan.,  1847,  d.  1874 
MARY  NANCY ,  b .  11  J uly ,  1850 ,  d .  Aug . ,  1920 
MARGARET  AID:,  b.  4  June,  1853,  d.  Apr.,  1911 
P^RMELIa  JiHJL,  b.  12  July,  1858,  died- an  infant 
NICHOLAS  THOIAS  ClvRTMELL,  b.  2  D^c.,  1855, 

d.  18  Aug.,  1953,  m.  13  Mar.,  1881,  Lucinda 
Elizabeth  Young,  b.  30  Dec.,  1854,  d.  30  Aug. 
1937.  Eight  children: 

(a)  MILDRED  GERTRUDE,  b.  16  Dec.,  1881, 
n.  9  Sept.,. 1903,  James  M.  ^bell,’ 
b.  2  i.pr.  ,  1880.  Children: 
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(1)  MJ3EL  VIOLA,  b .  14  July,  1904 
d.  28  July,  1905 

(3)  OLa  EUGENE,  b.  27  Hay,  1908, 

m.  19  July,  1921,  Harold  Ray- 
no  nd  Cook.  Children:  IL'.ROLD 
RAYMOND  COOK,  JR.,  b.  15 
June ,  1922 

(5)  ALFRED  LEE ,  b  .  29  Sept. ,1910, 
d.  14  Hay,  1923 

(4)  BESSIE  BLANCHE ,  b.  6  May, 1912 

n. ‘  20  Feb., 1930,  Herman  ... 
t/helan ,  Children:  WILLLJI 
FRANCIS,  b.  3  Hch.,1931 

(5)  ALM.  GERTRUDE,  b.13  Oct., 

1914 

'  .  (6)  MID ISON  B.,  b.  Sept.,  1916 

(7)  TH0IL.S  IHiROLD ,  b .  20  Dec., 1918 

(8)  J..HES  DONALD,  b  .  13  Feb., 1921 

(b)  OLA  DELBERT,  b.19  Feb., 1883,  d. 

24  June, 1933,  m.  16  Hay, 1918, 
Orpha  Garrett 

(c)  iTILLUf  HENRY,  b.22  Feb.,  1885, 

’  n.  3  Dec., 1913,  Lydia  Ann  Grif¬ 
fiths,  b.  1895.  Children: 

(1)  ■■'/INIFRED  LVIV..,  b .  8  Sept., 
1914 

r(2)  DJILLI.Ji  HENRY,  b.22  Sept., 
1916 

(3)  BETTY,  b.  20  June,  1924 

(d)  IL-RY  ELIZABETH,  b.12  Sept., 1886 

m.  24  Oct. ,1908, Cecil  Monroe 
■ Turnbough ,b . 28  June, 1883. 

•  Children: 

(1)  DOROTHY  DE. UTE , b .  lo  Sept., 
1909 

(2)  MILDRED  ELIZABETH,  b.5  Nov. 
1911 

(3)  RL.ZEL  LEE,  b.16  Aug.,  1914 

(4)  THOMAS  ALONZO,  b.3  Nov.  1915 
d,  31  Mch . ,1936 

(5)  CECIL  R..Y  ? 

(6)  JOHN  ROY,  b . 29  Sept., 1919 

(7)  LOIS  MAE,  b . 7  May,  1923 

(8)  DO  NELL,.  FERN,  b.7Dec.,1926 

(e)  ,JIY  LEE,  b  . 26  Nov  .,  1888, El. 20  July, 

1909,  Aaron  W.  Donaldson,  b.21 
Sept., 1886.  Children: 

( 1 )  J.-EILS  WELDON ,  b .  28  ,.ug .  , 
1912,  n. 17  Feb., 1931,  to 
Doris  Lorene  Nichols,  b.7 
June,  1912 

(2)  OTIS  RUTH, b. 19  Rich.,  1916 

(3)  ANIL..  LOUIS..,  b  .  4  Feb., 1918 
•(4)  Flu  DICES  BARLINE,  b.  23 

Sept . , 1919 

(5)  R.J. ,  b.  22  Mch. ,  1922 
(e)  TIiOlL.S  LEE,  b .  27  ,  mg., 1924 
(7)  AARON,  b.  20  Feb.,  1926 


' 

■ 
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G-4 


G-5 


(f)  EMERY  OTIS,  b.20  Feb. ,1893 , Single 

(g)  JOHN  CLARENCE,  b.  18  Aug.  ,1895, 
n.  15  June , 1922 , Jesse  Ilumberg, 
b.  1  June,  1896 

T7ILLIAM  THO LIVER,  b.  21  Sept.,  1819,  died  ?,  1st  marriage  Margaret 
Heard ,  20  i>ec.',  1849,  2nd  marriage  Mary  Vowell,  4  Sept.,  1856  (?). 
Children: 


G-4-1  LAURA,  n. - Speed,  one  dau.  U.RY 

G-4-ii  CHARLES  W.  ,  P<es.  K.C.,  Mo.  (Hu  will  not  answer 
letters) 

JAISS  NISBET,  b.  Oct.,  .1819  (°),  d.  18  Sept.,  1844,  never 
married ,  bur.  on  old  farm,  25  years  old.  Date  of  death  and 
age  from  gravestone 


G-6 


5Ai!UEL  FRANKLIN,  b.  9  June,  1823,  Ky.,  d.  Dec.,  1895,  bur.  Wash¬ 
ington,  Han.,  n.  6  Dec.,  1846,  Mary  Templar,  b.  1  Jan.,  1830, 
Ohio,  d.  30  ^ug.  1916,  California,  bur.  Sunset  Cemetery,  Rich- 
. .  mond ,  Cal.  Children: 

G-6-i  MvRY  MELVINa,  b.  25  Dec.,  1847,  Mo.,  d.  11  Sept., 

1928,  bur.  Richmond,  Cal.,  n.  Benjamin  F. McCray, 
bur.  Sunset  Cemetery,  Richmond,  Cal.  Children: 

(a)  ARTHUR  LLE 
(U)  FRaIK  A. 
k  ■  *  (c)  RUTH 

(d)  MARY  ELSIE 
(o)  IS.  .BELLE 

(f)  AUGUSTA 

(g)  CILvRLES 
•  (ii)  J.vY  B. 

(i)  ETHEL 

•  (j)  05C.E,  died  young 

G-6-ii  JAMES  fV.  ,  b.  11  Feb.,  1849,  d.  Missouri 
G-6-iii  RACHEL  FRANCES,  b.  17  May,  1851,  Mo.,  d.  21  Nov., 

*  '  1925,  Han.,  n.  11  Mch. ,  1869,  Kan.,  John  Young, 

b.  23  Nov.,  1845.  Glasgow,  Scotland,  son  of  John 
and  Jessie  (Conn)  Young,  d.  9  ^pr. ,  1930,  both 
bur.  Highland ,  Hans.  Children: 

( a )  ZULA 

•  •  ’  (b)  JESSIE 

(c)  LEON  DECATUR 

(d)  ROSETTA 

(e)  JOHIT 

(f)  FRANKLIN 

-  -  (g)  GlLi.CE  PEARL 

•  (h)  LAVIITIa  • 

(i)  LEV, US  IRVIN 

( j)  -LESTER  SIMEON 

(k)  GEORGE 


G-6-iv 

G-6-v 


NANCY  ELIZABETH  (Nannie),  b.  17  Feb.,  1853,  Mo., 
never  married.  Lives  San  Gabriel,  Cal.,  1940 
JOHN 


• G-6-vi  -MILLIE  DOWNING 

G-6-vii  SAMULL  A. ,  b.  5  ,  1360,  Hans.,  m.  17  Oct. ,1894, 

Nellie  Faihter,  b.  14  June,  1863.  Children: 

•  (a)  PAUL  TEMPI*  Jl 
•(b)  MARK  CLEMENTS 
(c)  I  LEY  CiJiOLYN 


: 
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G-6-viii  EDWARD  TEMPLAR,  L.  19  Oct.,  1865,  Kan.,  n. 

Effie  Alice  Hiller,  Mo.  b.  25  Nov.,  1863, 
Blandinsville ,  Ill.  Children: 

•  (a)'  MILDRED  ALICE 
(b)  REED  MILLER 

G-6-ix  OTIS  BURGESS,  b.  31  Ian.,  1871,  m.  ..lice  A. 

Vincent,  22  I une ,  1897,  Valparaiso,  Ind. 

,  Children: 

.  .  (a)  ALLEGRA  MJIY 

(b)  BEATRICE  TE1TLAR 

) 

Samuel  was  the  sixth  child  born  to  Samuel  and  Nancy  Nisbet. 

He  was  born  dune  9,  1823  in  Harrison  County,  Kentucky  and  was  a  baby, 
whe.n  his  father  moved  his  family  to  Missouri  in  1825. 

During  the.  summer  of  1895  I  was  at  home  with  ny  parents  and 
sister.,  Nannie.  One  day  I  got  father  a  pen,  ink  and  paper  and  asked 
him  to  write  a  history  of  his  life.  He  wrote,  "  Samuel  Franklin 
Nisbet  was  born  on  the  9th  of  June,  1823  in  Harrison  County,  Kentucky. 
My  father  moved  .to  the  State  of  Missouri  in  1825.  I  was  the  youngest 
child  when  he  moved.  He  settled  first  in  Calaway  County,  Mo.,  then 
moved  to  Boone  Co.  The  first  thing  in  my  recollection  of  events  and 
things  that  transpired  was  playing  in  the  barnyard  with  other  children 
ruAriing  from  an  old  sheep  that  butt  the  children.  We  all:  ran  up  in  a 
wagon  box  out  of  his  reach.  One  end  of  the  box  was  on  the  fence  and 
the  other  on  the  ground.  The  next  event  was  my  father  took  us  children 
one  night  to  the  neighbor,  the  next  day  .when  we  returned  home  they 
showed  us  a  new  brother.  My  oldest  sister  cried  because  it  was  not  a 
sister.  The  next  event  that  fixed  itself  on  my  mind  I  had  disobeyed 
ny  mother.  She  was  endeavoring  to  correct  me  in  a  way  I  would  remem¬ 
ber  but  I  ran  out  of  the  kitchen  around  the  house  into  the  family  room 
and  sat  down  with  the  other  children.  I  did  not  escape  punishment  for 
the  first  nor  the  second  offence.  We  had  a  cousin  by  the  name  of  Wood 
who  lived  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  who  visited  us  and  a  merchant  by  the  name 
of  Sanders  from  the  same  place  was  with  him.  lifter  having  a  good  visit 
Mr.  Sanders  made  me  a  present  of  a  pen  knife,  Mr.  Wood  fifty  cents  and 
like  most  children  I  prized  it  very  high  and  remembered  the  knife  and 
the  social  time  with  many  reminiscences  and  lived  those  pleasant  days 
over  many  tines.  My  father  sold  his  farm  in  Boone  and  bought  land  in 
Monroe  Co.,  Mo.’1  This  was  all  he  got  to  wri.te  of  the  history. 

He  grew  to  young  manhood  and  lived  at  the  old  Monroe  County  .. 
home  which  was  a  short  distance  south  of  Stoutsville,  Mo.  lie  attended 
singing  school.  Was  a  good 'singer.  Went  out  to  ^ndrew  County,  Mo., 
and  taught  singing  school.  I  will  let  Nancy  Elizabeth  tell  about  it. 

}  "Mother  told  us  a  little  love  story.  She  was  a  young  bashful  girl. 

7/hen  father  proposed  to  her  she  got  the  Bible  and  showed  him  Ruth.l: 

16,  17.  Father  had  come  to  Fillmore,  gotten  up  a  singing  class  and  was 
.boarding  at  grandfather  Templar's.  Mother  said  the  girls  were  all  try¬ 
ing  to  capture  the  handsome  young  singing  teacher.  No..e  of  them  had 
thought  of  the  young  girl,  Mary  Templar,  being  a  rival.  Mother  always 
seemed  very  proud  that  she  carried  off  the  prize.  Father  said  he  fell 
in  love  with  her  on  account  of  her  devotion  to  her  parents  and  her 
home . " 
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•  Mildred  IJesbit  sent  me  the  following  in  1932: 

Savannah,  ^ndrew  Co.,  Mo.,  Marriage  Record.  Book  No.  349  p  68. 

”1  do  hereby  certify  that  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1846, 
I  married  Samuel  Nesbit  to  Mary  Templer,  both  of  Jackson  Township  in 
^ndrew  County,  Missouri.  Calvin  Rohrer,  J.P.  of  Jackson  Township. 
Filed  4th  of  Feb.,  1347.  Recorded -9th  of  March,  1847.  Edwin  Toole 
Recorder  by  T.  S.  Roberts  Deputy  Recorder.’’ 


was 


the  only  child  of  James  Templar  and  Mrs.  Mary  Auld 


ILJIY 

Templar.  She  was  born  Jan.  18,  1831  in  Knox  County,  Ohio.  She  attend¬ 
ed  school  in  lit.  Vernon,  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  married  there  as  shown 
by  the  Records  of  that  County  on  March  12  (1830)  by  Thomas  Dixon,  J.F. 
They  were  married  as  James  Templer  and  Mrs 


Mary  ^uld .  I  have  never 

been  able  to  find  her  maiden  name.  In  1830  at  the  time  of  her  marriage 
she  was  the  mother  of  three  children:  John,  Millie  and  Rachel.  Millie 

Ann  was  born  - ,  1813,  died  February  21,  1896  at  Fillmore,  Missouri, 

married  Joe  Vance  Berry,  May  13,  1854  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  Name  given 
was  (Millie)  Ann  Pernelia.  Ke  was  a  native  of  Knox  Co..  Nine  children 
were  born  to  them.  Nineteen  grandchildren.  She  a  Methodist  for  60 
years.  Came  to  Missouri  in  1839. 


John  Auld  was  listed  as  21  years  old  in  the  U.S.  Census  of 
1850.  Could  not  read  or  write.  Born  in  Ohio,  1829,  married- Catherine 
(Sarah)  Cole.  Two  daughters,  Dora,  born  (°) ,  married  A1  Martin  at 
Samuel  F.  Nisbet’s  home,  Leona,  Kansas,  and  by  him  about  1880.  Sarah, 
the  other  daughter,  went  to  the  State  of  Washington.  (I  have  tried  to 
get  Earl  Stigers  to  s^nd  the  data  regarding  ^unt  Rachel  ..uld  Mauritius 
family  but  g~t  no  response  from  him.) 


The  Knox  County,  Ohio  Records  show  that  Julies  Templar  became 
a  landowner  in  1827  and  continued  one  until  1834.  The  ^ndrew  County, 
Missouri  Records  show  that  he  acquired  lands  in  that  County  after  going 
there.  He  with  his  wife,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  F.  Nisbet  and  John  Auld 
and  his  family  went  to  Doniphan  County,  Kansas,  in  1857.  Dr.  Nesbit. 
had  gone  to  Brown  County,  Kansas  in  1856.  Mrs.  Mary  ^uld  Templar  died 
in  November,  1857.  The  Templars  and  Nesbits  lived  together.  James 
Templar  died  in  1859.  He  wa s  buried  in  a  graveyard  est ubli shed  on  the 
old  homestead  as  his  wife  had  been.  Later  they  were  dis-int^rred  and 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  North  Leona,  Kansas. and  a  lot  taken  by  a 
cemetery  official  for  his  own  family. 


Samuel  F.  Nisbet  had  attended  Medical  School  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  in  1846-47.  He  practiced  in  Missouri  and  Kansas.  He  was 
ordained  as  a  Minister  in  the  Christian  Church  and  had  extensive 
business  interests.  He  went  to  Iowa  Point  on  the  Missouri  River  and 
built  a  saw  mill  and  homo  which  burned  with  the  family  records^.  He 
was  a  Charter  Member  of  Smithton  Lodge  and  A.M.  No.  1  at  highland, 


Kansas,  also  a  Charter  Member  of  the  Troy  Chapter,  No.  16,  Royal  ^rch 
•Masons  instituted  July  28,  1869.  He  and  Thomas  Vanderslice  k^pt  the 
lodge  alive  during  the  Civil  ’War.  For  this  and  othc-r  valued  services 
they  were  made  honora ry  members  lat^r  when  the  lodgo  was  well  recruited 


O.B. 


ii.  class  admission  card  issued  to  him 
Nesbit  and  reads  as  follows: 


is  in  the  possession  of 
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Botnnico  Medical  College 'of  Ohio  Lectured  on  Materia  LLdicu 
o^ie^a1*?  Cy  by  J°hn  I:°3t>  fGr  San?1-  F-  Nisbet,  'No.  1.  Session 


I 


V/hen  he  beffen  practicing  in  Andrew  County,  Missouri,  ho  allowed 
lover  patients  to  drink  water  and  usod  baths  to  conbat  the  fever. 

He  opposed  bleeding  for  all  ailments  ns  practiced  by  sone  physicians 
in  his  day.  Then  his  colleagues  depended  upon  calomel,  quinine,  bleed¬ 
ing  and  with-held  water .  V/hen  he  began  practicing  allowing  patients 
^ter ,  using  b..ths  to  conbat  fevers,  and  using  "herbs"  ,he  at  once  was 
denounced  and  consultations  were  denied  by  sone. 

From  Iowa  xoint  ho  went  to  severance,  Kansas ,  and  engaged  in 
general  nerchantile  business,  tended  in  stock,  grain  and  was  an  .ill 


around  useful  citizen.  While  here,  he 


was 


elected  a  member  of  the 


House  of  Representatives  of  the  Kansas  Legislature  in  1870.  He  offered 
the  prayer  at  the  opening  of  session  of  the  House  in  its  new  chanber 
of  the  New  State  Capitol  Building  being  occupied  for  the  first  tine. 

•  .  The  panic  of  post  Civil  W*u-  days  wreaked  hin  financially  but 

his  pioneer  spirit  survived.  He-  acquired  a  farm  adjoining  a  new  town, 
Leona,  a  few  niles  west  of  Severance,  on  the  recently  constructed 
.St.  Joseph  and  Grand  Inland  Railroad,  subdivided  a  part  of  the  land, 
.sold  lot s ,  erected  a  house,  set  out  an  orchard  and  began  fuming  and 
stock  raising  besides  preaching  v/hen  called  upon.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  acted  as  councillor  to  those  in  trouble.  He 
circulated  a  remonstrance  against  licensing  r  saloon  and  took  it  before 
the  County  Commissioners,  ousting  the  last  saloon' in  town.  Elected 
Justice  of  Peace. 


•  His  advice 
ini  tutors ;  did  not 
the  right  path. 


to  the  no the r  of  the 
end  their  earner  in 


Barlow  boys,  young 
:rine,  but  he  tried 


Jessie  Janes 
to  show  then 


V/hen  in  confortablc  financial  circumstances 
that  his  sons  night  have  greater  opportunities.  He 


he  becane  anbitious 
sold  out  and  went 


to  Washington  County,  Kansas,  purchased  nore  land  and  engaged  in  farm- 


Cw 


larger  scale.  He  had  difficulty  in  interest¬ 


ing  and  stock  raising  on 

ing.the  sons  in  faming,  Samuel  having  started  his  college  work  before 
coning  west  at  Oregon  Mir«ouri  Ibr.-itl  School  and  Highland  University, 
and  Edward  had  attended  the  Morrill  Nornal,  run  by  J .II.  Reed.  Nannie 
(Nancy  Elizabeth)  was  a  successful  teacher.  She  had  saved  enough  money 
to  purchase  160  acres  of  Washington  County  land. 


The  depression  of  1893,  crop  failures,  grasshoppers,  hot  winds, 
p  black  leg  in  the  cattle  of  the  neighborhood,  refusal  of  his  sons  to  be 
farmers,  all  together  were  causes  that  submerged  hin  financially  again. 
He  heid  tine  no;/  to  tak^  an  interest  in  the  Farmers1  alliance  and  was  one 
of  its  advocates  and  workers.’  Banks  were  charging  one  to  two  percent 
per  nonth  on  loans  to  stock  raisers  on  60  day  notes.  They  elected 
friendly  constables  who  would  take  in  chattels  v/ithout  due  process  of 
laws  in  many  instances.  The-  Populist  rarty  becane  the  political  mouth¬ 
piece  for  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  U.S.  Senator  John  Ingalls  had  declared 
that  the  Decalogue  and  Golden  Rule  had  no  place  in  politics.  There  was 
much  corruption  in  the  State.  The  nomination  for  Congress  was  urged 
upon  Sanuel  by  his  admirers  but  such  talk  he  discouraged.  He  was 
nominated  for  Probate  Judge  in  1090  without  being  a  candidate,  elected 


' 


xa 
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re-elected  in  1892.  The  campaign  for  re-election  was  too  severe 
ana  his  health  suffered.  He  lived  to  fill  out  his  tern  of  office 
but  di-od  the  following  Deconber,  1895,  on  the  farm.  He  had  lived  in 
V&shmgton ,  Kansas,  during  the  four  years  he  was  Probate  Judge.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Washington,  Kansas  Cemetery. 


One  of  the  following  accounts  of  his  death  shows  the  feelings 
of  the  cormunity  in  which  he  lived  and  died.  The  other  how  his.  family 4 
felt  as  it  was  written  by  his  oldest  son.  "  % 

TWO  TRIBUTES 


( ihe  following  was  written  by  G.E.  (Deacon)  Heat hway  in  The  Watchman, 
Washington,  Kansas,  February  7,  1895,  Otis  Nesbit,  Editor) 

S.F .  NISBET 


T»idie n  the  three  score  span  of  life  had  been  pa, ssed,  and  three 
years  added  to  it,  Judge  S.F.  Nisbct  laid  down  the  burden  of  life 

our  rrlntdst°tinVh0  V6iR  "Pioneer  of  Kansas,  he  helped  to  make  ' 
fhf!  If  Lm  ?onor  t0  the  nation  and  a  blessing  to  humanity. 

for  their  f rUdon°°1  nhh '  WRS •  Ev&nSelist  t0  the  oppressed  and  fought 
-  random,  in  ho.  s_  middle  age  he  was  the  friend  and  advisor 

"  vounrerEt  rrUtPS  d°olyy1?  days  he  was  a  student  and  advisor  of 
of  Dursol-  H  u  Wi°  lnhurlted  his  honesty  and  fixity 

enemies  Ed  tX  h«!  2  fov2bl°  mn -  ho  always  saw  the  best  side  of  his 
h. T1,0®’  a?d  t0  hl°  fricnds  was  a  bulwark  and  a  strength.  -  His 

a  rSfnlESnE1WTS  '°,xtjindts.d  to  thu  oppressed  and  down-trodden.  He  was 

®  ^‘n’.1?y?1  t0  hls  fnrllly.  a  staunch  friend  of  his  children  ~ 

hSnnnitv&1<?tUed  anIHl00d >  w»mnhood  and  the  highest  attributes  of  " 

EEnity'Tr  us  nen°ry  is  dear  to  hosts  of  men  and  women  in  Northern 

ind  lawvo?6  "T  a  dovoug  hogst  Christian.  He  was  preacher,  Doctor 
ana  lav/ye r .  Ho  was  an  honest  mn. 


tn  thf  f»T5?4.  °^nnot  i^ss  its  first  issue  without  this  tribute 

rrt-fnl  thtt  Probate  Judge  of  this  County,  and  it  feels 

gmtciui  that  the  things  it  says  today  wore  said  of  Judge  Nisbct  by 
each  and  every  paper  of  Washington  County  before  THE  WATCHMAN  w-s 


Resauiuscat  in  pace. 


father 


(Written  by  S.n.  Nesbit,  Pastor  Christian  Church 
in  his  Church  paper,  December  2'6 ,  1895.)  ’  ( 


,  ,  '  _  ft  .to  us  brought  the  sad  intelligence  that  father  died 

at  1:40  honday  morning.  While  we  were  apprised  he  could  not  linger 
but  a  few  days--yet  we  could  not  realize  it  till  this. 


Ever  it  is  so  with  life  the 
and  the  sweets  arc  conninglcs--as  wo 
re joicing-Tthe  sadness  comes. 


clouds  and  sunshine — the  wormwood 
are  ushered  into  the-  week  of 


Little  did  we  think  as 
permitted  to  see  him  again  on 
ever  be  v/ith  the  Lord. 


we  bade  him  good-bye’  we  would  never  be 
earth.  Yet  how  comforting,  we  shall 


.  .  j.  '  sxa 


. 
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-19- 


Dor.r  fr  ther  was  so  kind  and  off ectionate .  In  fact  ho  hrd  so 
nany  sterling  charactoristics  worthy  of  our  emulation.  Though  not 
blessed  with  thu  opportunities  of  an  early  educntion--he  was 'a  hard 
student — taking  a  thorough  nodical  course,  he  was  a  successful 
physician  for  y^nrs.  ^.f  ter  leaving  his  profession,  he  devoted  his 
study  hours  to  the  Bible  and  was  well  posted  in  sacred  lore  and  things 
in  general.  mile  ho  never  followed  the  Ministry  as  a  profession  he  J 

has  the  greater  part  of  his  life  preached  the  unsearchable  riches ’in 
Christ  Jesus. 


oo  t>  v.H*  s?rYed  in  the  legislature  of  Kansas  and  two  terms 

c' s  Frobate  Judge  of  Washington  County,  Kansas. 

.  .^e  ^cs  a*^Vr‘^s  keen  on  the  side  of  needy  and  oppressed,  ever 

ready  to  synpathizo  and  help.  He  was  generous  to  a  fault. 

This  is  the  first  tine  the  family  circle  has  been  broken  in 
nany  years. 


father. 


Mother,  three*  sisters  and  three  boys  of  us  survive 


our  loving 


By  this  our  lives  are  closer 
our  Heavenly  hone.  We  now  have  an 
God  ward --to  the  city  whose  builder 
no  deaths,  no  sorrows,  no  snapping 


drawn  to  our  Heavenly 
additional  incentive  to 
and  maker  is  Goa--whore 
of  tender  ties. 


Father  and 
head  us 
there  are 


MEMORIAL 


•There  are  some  lives  the 
and  those  who  lived  then  deserve 
go  to  join  the  heavenly  throng. 


good  influences  of  v/t  ich  n^ver  cease 
more  than  a  passing  notice  as  they 


HONORABLE  3.1IUEL  F.  NISBET,  who  recently  went 
I-.orrowville ,  nans  a  s ,  to  a  house  not  made  with  hands, 
that  class  of  men. 


from  his  hone 
was  one  of 


in 


There  are  few  persons  in  this  age  of  selfishness,  whose  lives 
so  perfectly  conform  to  the-  great  lav/  of  love,  laid  down  by  our 
Saviour,  as  did  that  of  our'  deceased  brother. 

In  thu  home,  in  the  Churc'h,  everywhere,  he  was  the  sane  cheer¬ 
ful,  forbearing,  faithful  nan. 


Though  for  many  years  Brother  His  bet  preached 
in  a  private  house,  in  a  school  house  or  in  tin;  open 
prairies  of  Kansas  and  w as  the  mans  of  winning  many 
yet  he  never  devoted  all  ids  time  to  the  Ministry,  in 
been  engaged  in  secular  pursuits. 


every  Lords  Day 
air  on  the 
souls  for  Christ, 
ving  always 


He  was  one  of  the  "sweet  singers"  of 
most  touching  appeals  he  made  to  saints  and 
he  sang. 


Isreal  and  many  of  the 
sinners  were  by  the  solos 


More  than  the  ordinary 
fell  to  his  lot,  but  like  the 


amount  of  sorrow  and  financial 
true  Christian  that  he  was,  he 


trials 

bravely 


. 


s 


. 

» 
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bore  up  under  then  all  and  though  for  some  tine  intimately  connected 
with  him,  I  never  heard  a  word  of  complaint  fall  from  his  lips. 

ijionc  the  many  deeds  of  kindness  which  Brother  Nisbot  was 
constantly  bestowing  upon  those  v/ith  whom  ho  cane  in  contact,  was 
one  which  resulted  in  saving  the  life  of  the  writer  making  him  a 
Christian  and  also  a  preacher  of  the  gospel. 

•  •  •  # 

In  1864,  I  was  a  sick  soldier,  apparently  dying  in  a  very 
poorly  kept  government  hospital.  I  was  almost  an  entire  stranger 
to  him.  Brother  Nisbet  took  me  to  his  hone,  where  he  and  his  © 

excellent  v/ife  nursed  ne  to  health  with  as  much  tender  care  as  if 
I  had  been  thoir  son.  It  was  while  a  sick  boy  at  his  hone  that  I 
heard  the  simple  gospel  as  preached  by  our  people  and  which  for 
twenty-five  years,  it  has  been -ny  delight  to  tell  to  others. 

Brother  Nisbet . was  in  his  74th  year  and  left  behind  him  his 
faithful  v/ife,  six  children  -and  a  large  number  of  grandchildren. 

Two  of  his  sons  are  among  the  most  successful  preachers  on 
the  Pacific  Coast;  Samuel  a.,  P.?stor  of  a  Church  in  Eureka,  Califor¬ 
nia  and  Edward  T. ,  Pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

For  several  years  before  his  death  he  was  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court  at  Washington,  Kansas. 

How  wonderfully  a  good  nan’s  life  multiplies  itself.  I  feel 
that  every  sermon  I  preach  rind  every  convert  the  result  of  my 
ministry,  it  is  indirectly  caused  by  this  Noble  Man  of  God. 

*  William  Gardner 


"SKITHTON  NO.  1  A.  F.  &  A.  II. 

HIGHLAND,  Kan.,  JULY  9,  1877 

Past  Master  S.F.  Nisbet, 

*  -  »  •  ■ 

Sir  and  Brother, 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure 
to  give  you  official  information  that  the  Lodge  at  its  last  regular 
communication  voted  unanimously  to  remit  your  dues  and  place  your 
name  on  the  roll  of  Honorary  members.  This  they  did  as  a  token  of 
their  regard  and  a  proper  recognition  of  the  services  you  have  so 
long  given,  freely  and  heartily,  for  the  promotion  of  the  welfare 
of  our  Lodge.  .  • 

Hoping  we  my  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  our  stated 
communications  as  often  as  it  nay  be  practicable. 

I  am  Sincerely  and  Fraternally  .  - 

Yours 

M.F.  Hills,  Sec," 

"Des  Moines,  la.  Mch  13,  1886 

Church  of  Christ  at  Pardee,  Atchison  Co.,  Kansas,  did  in  the 
year  186C  at  Convention  of  Churches  of  Christ  held  at  Pardee  by 
fasting  and  prayer  and  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  Elders  and  of 
the  Evangelists  duly  set  apart  and  ordain  to  the  work  of  the  ministry 
our  beloved  brother  S\F.  Nisbet  the  bearer  of  this  testimonial. 

N.  Dunshee,  then  Elder  of  Church  of  Christ  at  Pardee  •» 
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EXTRACTS  FROi:  LETTERS 


I®*™?*  BY  (IIAMCY  ELIZABETH) 


NE3BIT  TO  HER  BROTHER,  OTIS  3. 


iJLSBIT 


Richmond,  Calf.,  1930 

not  renenberewhoashenms?r  ^  &b°Ut  AUnt  Folly  Bennett  but  1  do 
Grandma  ?'.ary  Tenplar  died  the  day  after  sister  mm,  vmo 

handkerchief 6f old e^ahout^er  tto 

very^neat  about  her  work.  She  Cave  glsT* 


manner.  ilLLd^wonderful  facedP^o-kede?-’vdre^Sed  a;ld  his  quiet 
r.rard  Beerhpr  "it*  IuJ-  lace,  xooked  like  pictures  of  Henry 

s?r^ss.  Wss 

skj.  *  asrsj  r«„ 

the  Hd  secu  e  °“  h  »  ‘  sP  t  *Lrln  lar^est  ^x, railed 

wagons  travelled  with  Tetlk  III  camped^ t&e^^o^™8 

saf ety°and  in^th? D°^  ^  Grandpa’s  waC°n  was  opened  except  the  big 

Ts^iT^T zirils r-r6  r  **■&  ***** 

safe  deDosit/  tIv  1  .bo  ‘l11  Pai1  continued  to  serve  as  their 

e  L  'h  h,/?  L  ^l,1*  under  the  inside  steps  leading -to  the 

we  liked  to  havo  herL-ifl  US  thl?  story  mny  tines.  Another  sto’ry 
burial  coles  r^  T!0  \,-\WS  ab0Ut  Hubea°aux  and  his  wives' 
came  thnrt  Joe„whgb  v,ere  Pointed  out  to  then  when  they 

fan!lj  canfto  mssouri  *  t0  SCh°01  in  I!t-  Vd™on  b6^e  th£ 

our  chi ldhoodah orison  Pleasant  reaenbrancas.  of  father  and  mother  and 
to  Iowa  Fo?nt  ;  h°  °ld  fam*  The  ohan£^  began  when  we  went 

there  L  i  cit  =  fT-P0  near  Hif*l&nd.  Father  always  took  us 

people,  cane  out  week  ends  and  vacation. 


young 


in  his  better  dnv^h  ^  d  that  fath,:;rrs  boys  had  not  known,  him 

such  -  lovahi^ ays  before  he  was  so  entangled  in  finances.  He  was 

self  ^rrMM1^  r  u-’  usuful  wan  .with  such  high  ideals  and  so 
sen -sacrificing  for  his  fanily. 

different  fvthhr/°nfinCd  ?n  thc  farn  thin^s  night  have  been  so 

finished  k  o  t  f  tW°  alid  a  half  story  h0USt;  a11  burnished  ahd 

1  mi shed  as  J.P.  Johnson,  lather’s  old  Highland  banker  friend  said 

acresLlLaLdLorL-^fP^t0"  th*  U*S*  Father  had  taSn  160  ’ 

of  land  for  hmself  in  Doniphan  County,  Kansas,  160  acres  for 


?y 


. 


Grandpa  Templar  and  160  acres  for  Uncle  John  Auld.  He  built  Uncle 
John  Auld  a  house  and  tried  to  help  him  in  every  way  but  finally 
had  to  take  it  over  to  save  it.  Aunt  Catherine  Auld  was  an 
industrious  worian.  Uncle  John  would  not  work,  he  was  always  going 
to  leave  Aunt.  He  would  saddle  up  his  best  horse,  tell  us  all  good¬ 
bye  and  ride  away  toward  Missouri.  I  would  stay  with  Aunt  Catherine 
nights  for  company.  When  ho  got  over  his  dumps  ho  would  ride  in 
just  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  bur  to  do  the  same  thing  over  and 
over  again  until  finally  she  went  back  to  her  people,  John  Cole 
in  Missouri .  ....... 

Aunt'  Catherine  got  her  industrious  education  from  hor  father. 
As  soon  as  a  meal  was  over  he  would  have  all  tho  chairs  taken  out 
of.  the  dining  room  with  the  announcement ,  "None  of  your  long  sets." 
Everybody  had  to  got  into  action.  You  will  remember  how  Jacob 
Streib  had  to  follow  his  father  all  day  long  in  the  furrow  behind 
the  plow  to  keep  him  from  getting  lazy.  Well,  it  seemed  to  work 
right.  (Jake  has  been  living  a  retired  life  in  a  b ig  hone  for 
many  years . ) 

«# 

ENROUTE  HOME  FROM  A  VISIT  TO  O.B.  NESBIT  IN  INDIANA 

I  visited  Cousin  Laura  Speed  in  Kansas  City-,  Missouri.  She 
is  Uncle  William  Nesbit’s  daughter.  She  knows  but  little  of  family 
history.  She.  says  Great  Grandfather  Nisbet  cane. from  Ireland  to 
America.  His  sweetheart  was  very  young.  Her  parents  objected  to 
their  coning  but  finally  consented  to  the  marriage  and  cane  over 
with  the  young  folks;  that  Great  Grandfather  Nisbet  had  his  chin  cut 
off  v/ith  a  sabre.  lie  put  the.  pi^-ce  back  and  bound  it  v/ith  a  bandana 
handkerchief  and  lay  down  by  a  log  and  slept  until  morning,  then 
found . his  way  to  a  neighboring  farmer  where  he  remained  until  able 
to  join  his  army.  He  settled  in  Kentucky.  She  says  there  was  no 
consumption,  cancer,  feeble-minded  nor  dishonesty  as  far  as  she 
knows.  All  honest,  upright,  industrious,  thrifty,  religious  people. 

Cousin  Laura  lived  at  5707  Prospect  Avenue,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
She  is  a  widow  and  has  one  son.  She  and  her  brother,  Charles,  are 
Uncle  William’s  children  by  his  second  wife.  Uncle  Wir-iam  courted 
.Laura’s  mother  first  but  she'  was  so  young,  he  married  an  older  girl, 
Cousin  Margaret  Delaney’s  mother  (Santa  kma ,  Calif.)  Afwer  her 
death,  he  married  his  first-  sweetheart.  Charles  lived  in  Kansas 
City.  Travels  for  a  Chicago  J-ewelery  Company.  He  has  no  children. 

On  my  way  to  Wichita,  Kansas,  v/e  :saw  some  of  the  results  of 
of  the  Scdwich,  Kansas  tornado.  Not  a  stone  standing  in  a  cemetery, 
barns  overturned,  buildings  damaged,  trees  frightfully  twisted,  up¬ 
rooted  and  scattered. 

I  telephoned  to  Dr.  ChaiT.es  Bowers  at  Wichita  while  waiting 
at  the  depot  about  fourteen  of  the  injured-  in  the  cyclone  had  been 
brought  into  the  hospital  and  he  could  not  leave  the  operating  room. 

I  jic.ve  been  registering  voters  for  21  years.  I  r^-gisted  a 
nan  today  who  has’  registered  with-  no  all  that  tine.  Many  go  out  of 
their  way  to  get  to  me.  : 


' 

Ed 
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Our  little  sister,  Millie,  was  such  a  beautiful,  sweet  child. 
Lovely  black  eyes,  so  patient  in  her  suf ferine*  Junes  Holland,  who 
lived  with  us,  said  once  he  knew  ho  had  carried  her  as  far  as  New 
York  and  back.  Ho  loved  her  so  dearly.  After  his  days  work,  he  would 
carry  her,  walking  the-  floor  with  her  head  on  his  shoulder.  He  worked 
for  us  for  five  years.'  So  did  Ellen,  his  wife. 


I  called  Cousi-n  Melissa  Dodge  up  when  I  was  in 
Cousin  Janes  Berry  lives  there.  He  was  about  mother's 
f  e  eb  le  •  , 


Los 


Angeles . 
age.  Is  quite 


Uncle-' Nicholas  Nesbit  was  wounded  in  the  Civil  War  and  died  from 
the  wounds.  He  was  in  the  Confederate  Amy.  His  daughter,  Cousin 
Mollie,  knows  nothing  about  the  company  he  was  in.  Her  mother  married 
again  when  Mollie  was  four  and  a  half  years  old.  She  was  a  baby  when 
her  father  died.  Mollie  married  William.  D.  Scott  after  coning  to 
California.  He  died  several  years  ago.  She  lives  in  Richmond,  Cali¬ 
fornia  now.  Is  a  C.S.  Practitioneer.  She  brought  $6000  that  she  got 
from  the  sale  of  the  old  hone  place  with  her  when  she  cane  to  Califor- 

she  had  gravestones- put  up  at  the  graves  on  the  farm  and 


She  says 


nia. 

a  fence  built  around  then.  She  and  her  brother,  San,  who  di^d  before 
she  cane  West,  had  little  in  common  with  the  other  relatives  in  Mis¬ 
souri  on  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  property. 

G-6-i  MARY  MELVINA  NISBLT  (changed  spelling  to  Nesbit), 

b.  25  Dec.,  1847,  Filnore,  Mo.,  d.  11  Sept.,  1928 
at  Richmond^  Cal.  Bur.  Sunset  Cemetery , Richmond , 
Cal.  M.  Benjamin  Franklin  McCray,  b.  28  Aug.., 1843, 
.  in  Mo.,;  son  of  Charles  and  Eliza  (Whorton)  McCray 

of  Scotland.  Charles  died  aged  89,  Buchanan  Co., 
Benjamin  saw  local  service  in  Civil  '^ar.  He 


) 


Ko 


was  a  pioneer  in  Kansas  and  in  the  Oklahoma  Run  for 
lands  in  1893  raining  ICO  acres  farm  near  Medford. 
Sold  1910  and  went  to  Richmond,  Cal.  Died  in  Oak¬ 
land,  21  Jan., 1957  -  aged  93.  Bur.  Sunset  Cemetery 
Richmond,  Cal.  Nine  children: 

(a)  ARTHUR  LEE,  b.  5  Jan., 1871,  Severance , Hans . 

•  •  M.. Della  Snyder.  Two  Daughters: 

(1)  MAXZLNE,  n.  McGregor 

(2)  AUDREY,  res.  Alameda, Cal. 

(b)  FRANK,  b.  1874  -  dead 

(c)  ELMER, b.  ° 

(d)  RUTH,  b.  1879,  n.  1896  to  Albert  Usher. 

■  Ruth. has  continued  the  grocery  store 
since  the  death  of  her  husband  and  has 
been  a  fine  •♦mother"  to  her  sisters  and 
their  children.  Res.  24th  a  Maple  Streets, 
Oakland,  Cal.  One  child: 

(1)  ANGEL,  b.  4  June,  1903,  n.  Thor- 
wald  Rasmussen,  b.  23  Aug., 1900, 
Oakland,  Cal.  Two  children: 

.  '•  MARGARET ,  b.  12  Aug.,  1927, 

NORMAN,  b.  27  Feb., 1932,  Res. 
Albany,  Cal. 
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(e)  MARY,  b.  1880,  n.  1897  to  John  Bunyon  Butler.- 

One  child:  .  * 

(1)  PAULINE,  n.  1927  to  Janes  Oscar 

Hultnan,  b.  1901,  Hans.  Three  chil¬ 
dren:  VIRGINIA,  b.  29  Out.,  1928, 

CLEO,  b.  20  AUG- *1930,  SYLVA,  b.  3O 
A'J)r.  ,  1934.  Res.  Richmond,  Cal. 

(f)  LL3IE ,  b.  1882,  n.  Louis  Chambers,  1897. 

Both  deceased.  One  son: 

*  •  (1)  BYRON,  b.  7  Feb.,  1902,  n.  Catherine 

.  ..  Iverson,  1897,  b.  Racine,  7/is.  One 
-child:  BARBARA ,  b.  12  Auc- ,1933'. 

Res.  Oakland,  Cal. 

(g)  BELL,  b.  1884,  di.  1937,  n.  1898- to  Morris  A. 

...  '  Phillips,  b.  1881,  dead.  Two  children: 

( 1 )  ALDYvTN 

(2)  NAULINE  DOROTHY  n.  Arthur  McLaughlin, 

20th  June,  - .  Res.  Albany,  Cal. 

(h)  CHARLES ,  b.  10  May  ,  1887  ,  Kans .  ,  n.  25  Dec., 

1907  to  Maude  Anne  Kennedy,  b.  3  Dec., 1887, 
Colo.  Dau.  Y/illiar.i  and  Nettie  (Noal) 
Kennedy.  Standard  Oil  Supt . ,  Richmond , Cal. 
Res.  Albany.  Three  children: 

(1)  CHARLES  EUGENE,  b.  20  Dec.,  1916 

(2)  EARL,  3  Dec.,  1919 

(5)  LEON,  b.  12  July,  1913,  died  at  birth. 

(i)  ETHEL,  b.  1889,  Kansas.  M.  John  Johns.  Res. 

Ranch' near  Escalon,  Cal.'  Two  children: 

'  •  (1)  JOHN*  b.  4  Apr.,  1918 

(2)  JUANITA,  b.  10  Apr.,  1920 

Both  frad.  Lscalon  Hifh  School 
RACHEL  FRANCES  NESBIT ,  b.  17  May,  1851,  Fillmore, 
Mo.,  n.  11  Mch.,-1869  to  John  Younf,  b.  Glasgow 
Scotland,  23  IIov.,  1845;  Will  supply  story 
later.  A  food  job  for  Leon.  Children: 

(a)  ZULa  JESSIE,  b  .31  Jan.,  1870  in  Kans., 

never  married,  lives  at  Ilifhland ,  tans . 
Teacher . 

(b)  LEON  DECATOR  YOUNG,  b.  2  Dec., 1872,  High¬ 

land,  Kans.,  n.  Dorothy  Spriestersbaufh 
in  Charlestown,  Ind.,  b.  Charlestown, 
d.  Nov.,  1955.  2nd  marriage  to  Mary 
Bowers  Archibald,  b.  10  June, 1893, 

Bible  Hill,  Truro,  Novo  Scotia.  Dau.  of 
Thomas  and  Jesse  Helen  (MacDonald) 
Archibald .  He  born  in  Halifax  and  she 
was  born  in  Sherbrook.  Leon  is  one  of 
the  bir  Presbyterian  Preachers,  a  noted 
speaker  and  fine  man.  See  ,r7ho f  s  Who" 

•  in  America.  At  present  Pastor  01  Rich— 

land,  Kansas  Church. 


' 
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(c)  ROSETTA,  b.  20  Apr., 1876,  Highland ,Kans . 

n.  2  Oct., 1895  to  Ervin  E.  Swinney , dec . 
Res.  Wichita,  Rails.  Children: 

(1)  DOROTHY.  JESSIE  SWINNEY,  b.  4  Sept. 
1899,  Teacher  in  Wichita,  Kans. 

(2)  ROBERT.  L.,  b.  12  Apr., 1901,  n. 

28  June, 1930  to  Corrine  Brirnar- 
dollo,  Dallas,  Texas ,Dau. Antonia 

(3)  JOHN  YOUNG,  b.  26  Mch ., 1906 , Glen¬ 
dale  ,  Gal . 

,  '  (4)  GORDON,  student  Kansas  University 

(d)  JOHN  FRANKLIN }  b.  30  Jan.,  1878,  Hirh¬ 

land  ,  Kans.,  n.  7  ^ur.,1901  to  Virpie 
Saunders.  No  issue.  Res. Lees  Sunni t , Mo . 

(e)  GRACE  PLaRL,  b . *  22  Nov. ,1884,  Highland, 

Kans. ,  n.  Jan., 1902  to  Roscoe  Kin£,  b. 

29  Sept., 1880.  Children: 

(1)  RUSSELL  FRaNKLIN,  b.  24  .vU£  .,1903 

(2)  DONNA  DOROTHY,  b.  9  Hay, 1905,  n. 
C.L.  Goforth  on  12  Dec., 1937 

(3)  WaRD  WAYNE,  b.  22  Mch., 190 7 

(4)  ESTHER  BELL,  b.  24  Mch., 1913 

(5)  HAROLD,  b.  8  Nov.,  19  -  ,  Robinson 
Hifh  School  graduate ,  1939 

(f)  LAVINIA,  b.  4  Sept., 1886,  Hirhland ,  Kans. 

M.  25  Auc.,1909  to  Charles  Blaine 
Branson,  D.D.S.,  Res.  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Children: 

(X)  RACHEL  IE  .RIAN,  b.  23  Sept., 1910, 
n.  27  Apr., 1935  to  Carroll  Carson 
Gilbert,  Res.  Greeley  Cal. 

(2)  BERNICE 

(G)  LEWIS  IRVIN,  b.  6  Sept., 1888,  Hirhland, 
Kans.,  d.  1918  (?),  n.  9  Apr., 1913  to 
Rena  Emily  Shernan  (Beatrice,  Neb.). 

No  issue. 

■(h)  LESTER  SIMEON,  b.  10  ^pr.,1891,  Hifhland, 
Kans.,  d.  11  May,  1893 

(i)  GEORGE,  b.  12  July,  1893,  Hifhland,  Kans. 

M.  Louise  - .  He  stocknan,  farmer,  oil 

man  in  Centralia,  Kans.  Children: 

(1)  JOHN  H. ,  n.  8  July,  1939  to 
Eileen  McGee 

(2)  GEORGE  0. 

(3)  NANCY  ANN 

John  H.  is  workinf  on  his  «..M. 
in  Civil  En{  ineerinf  at  Kansas 
Agricultural  College.  George  is 
•  ■  a  Junior  at  Okla.  University, 

Norman ,  Okla. 

G-6-iv  lEJICY  ELIZABETH  (Nannie  L.),  she  did  not  like  her  name 
and  changed  it,  b.  17  Feb.,  1853,  Fillmore,  Mo. 
Never  married.  Declined  numerous  offers  of  narriare 
from  her  fifteenth  up  to  her  sixtieth  year.  Edu¬ 
cated  public  schools. 

lublic  school  teacher  for  many  years,  her 
normal  training  was  largely,  received  at  County 
Institutes.  Bep.an  teach  inf  when  younr  at  Leona, 
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Kansas,  and  continued  until  1882  when  she,  with 
her  family,  'went  to  Washington  County,  Ilansas. 

She  boufht  160  acres  of  fine  farm  land  north  of 
Had  dan  which  she  owned  until  f'oiny  to  Richmond, 
California  in  1902. 

She  continued  teaching  in  Washington  County, 

• •  became  Principal  of  the  Hirh  School  at  Haddan  and 

later  Hiph  School  Lnrlish  teacher  in  Washington 
Hiph  School. 

One  of  her  pupils  in  the  Had dan  Hiph  School, 
Wilbur  D.  Vincent,  Superintendent  of  the  Boise, 

Idaho  Public  Schools  in  a  bulletin  to  his  teachers 
•in  1955  wrote,MThe  first  hiph  school  teacher  to 
make  a  lasting  impression  upon  me  was  a  lady  prin¬ 
cipal,  Hiss  Nannie  Nesbit,  who  taupht  practically 
all  of  the  subjects  in  a  four  year  hiph  school 
•  where  there  were  not  to  exceed  sixty  pupils.  Her 
contribution  was,  as  I  remember,  soft-voiced, 
quiet-mannered ,  but  pave  a  thrill  of  inspired  con¬ 
fidence  in  myself  to  do  thinrs.  She  was  a  careful 
scholar  and  some  way  had  the  power  to  make  each  one 
in  the  class  feel  that  he  was  the  individual  of  her 
extreme  solicitude.  She  had  a  fine  sense  of  humor 
and  would  lauph  with  us  but  not  at  us.  She  had  an 
unconscious  type  of  dirnity  that  made  one  wish  to 
be  held  in  her  hiph  esteem.  In  all  of  my  experien¬ 
ces  I  have  never  been  so  impressed  with  the  need 
for  exact  and -careful  Hnplish  as  in  a  freshman 
•  class  under  Miss  Nesbit.  We  somehow  caught  from 

her  the  value  of  preparedness  of  our  daily  tasks. 

■We  learned  sonethinp  about  poise  and  pentlene ss .We 
•  •  ‘felt  that  our  conscience  was  beinp  quickened  and 

tuned  up  every  day  in  her  classes.  We  did  not  do 
the  ordinary  freshman  pranks  because  she  wouldn’t 
like  such.-  We  carefully  prepared  every  paper  be¬ 
cause  she  made  significant  marks  wherever  a  comma 
or  period  was  omitted,  and  then  very  carefully 
discussed  the  neaninp  of  those  marks  durinp  the 
recitation  period.  She  opened  up  broad  new  fields 
of  readinp  by  merely  indicatinp  in  a  Very  happy 
way  the  fine  stories  or  the  fine  sentiment  that 
nipht  be  found  in  certain  books,  And  with  all  of 
this  she  called  us  ,TMy  boys  and  my  rirls,"  and  had 
a  pride  in  us. 

Mi s s  Nesbit  is  now  oiphty-two  years  old.  Yet 
a  few  years  apo  when  I  had  received  a  distinct 
promotion  in  my  line  of  work,  her  letter  of  con¬ 
gratulation  was  the  oiio  that  ra nr  most  sincere  and 
was  by  far  the  most  appreciated.  Miss  Nesbit ’s  con¬ 
tribution  in  the  way  of  service  to  her  students  v/as 
distinctly  sincerity,  effective  friendship,  build- 
inp  of  confidence  and  an  active  interest  in  each 
of  her  pupils.” 

A  teacher  who  had  no  bad  boys  or  dumb  pupils.  A  rr.  ker  of  men 
and  women-  through  preceipt,  example  and -prr.cti ce .  Patient,  well 
poised,  refined,  industrious,  honest,  intelligent,  f rural,  sympathetic, 
pentlo,  attractive,  clean  in  person,  thoughts  and  deed3.  Lovinr  and 
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loved  and  kno\/n  by  all .  .  .  t  '  .  . 

To  the  Christian  (Disciple)  Chupch  ..nd  its  org  ..mzations ,  she 

t\.VQ  nuch  tine,  money  and  talent.  The  C/7.B.M.  and  its  work  and 
missionaries  she  loved.  She  lived  her  religion,  she  lead  a  Christian 

life.  • 

After  retiring  from  teaching,  she  was  Editor  of  a ^school 
column  and  associate  editor  of  MThe  TWatnen,f ,  Washington,  Kansas, 
manager  Insurance  Agency,  County  Book  Store  manager  under  state 
adoption,  candidate  for  County  Superintendent  leading  the  ticket 
though  defeated.  •  ... 

’Went  to  Richmond,  California  in  1902  with  her  mother  to  be  near 
her  brothers  Ed  and  Sam  and  their  families.  Purchased  some  houses, 
continued  private  teaching,  was  a  popular  deputy  registration  o  • 
voters  at  Richmond  for  twenty-five  years.  She  wrote  a  opencerian  an 
and  her  records  and  letters  were  always  fine  specimens  of,  handwriting.. 

Her' devotion  and  love  for  her  mother  was.  indeed  great  and  she. 
did  so  until  mother  died  at  the  age  of  85.  .Her  sister,  ^ry  and 
husband,  Benjamin . McCray  lived  next  door  and  they  were  affectionate 
aids  with-  many'  attentions  to  the.  sweetest  and  best  woman,  my  i.Ouii*  • 

Mary  died  in  1928.  Benjamin  went  to  live  with  his  daughter, 
Ruth.  Nannie  was'  visited  and  shared  her  home  with  a  large  number  of 
neices  and  nephev/s.  Scattered  around  the  Bay,  which  gave  her  much 
pleasure,  but  write  the  thought  that  a  milder  climate  night  add .to 
her  comfort,  she  purchased  a  membership  'into  the  California  Christian 
Home,  1015  Mission  Drive, /San  Gabriel,  California  and  there  is  happily 

situated'.  "  '  •  ' 
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5  A-r • ,  1860,  Highland, 
n.  Nellie  Painter ,  on 
Iowa.  She  b.  Afton,  lowa 


.) tmos  ‘ana  M  iy  Caroline 


IA1IUEL  ANTHONY  NE'SBIT,  b. 

Doniphan  County,  ICans., 

17  Oct.,  1894,  Osceola, 

14  JuAi0,  1868,  c.au.  J aim _  — -  ~ 

(Reynolds)  Painter.  Res.  Richmond,  Cal.  Children, 
(a)  PAUL  TEMPLAR,  IS  Oct.,  1396,  Eureka,  Cux. 
Served  U.S.  Navy,  ’Wireless  Operator, 
Commissioned  Ensign  in  reserve  i.n  1936. 
M.  Freida  Lucille  lahant  on  s7  may, 1924, 
Lodi,  Cal.  She  b.  27  May,  1900,  Acampo , 
Cal.  Res.  Lodi,  Cal.  Children: 

(1)  KATHRYN  LUCILLE,  b.29  <July,19o5 
Lodi ,  Cal . 

•'  /  '  (2)  PAUL  TEMPLAR ,  Jr.,  5  Mar.,  1927, 

•  '  Stockton,  Cal 


(b) 

(c) 


MARK 


Pi 


CLEMENT ,  b.  22  Oct., 1901,  m.Berdina 


„ogers ,  b • 1908 .  Divorced 
MARY  CAROLINE ,  b.  5  Aug.,  1908,  mar¬ 

riage  5  Aug., 1936  to  Thomas  Stephen. 
Kafey.  Thomas  had  a  son  by  1st  marriage 
Res.  Berkley,  California 


SAiUEL  ANTHONY  ME  SB  IT  TEQTL  CONCEENING  H  IMS  A  IT  Amli 


FAMILY 


•Samuel  Anthony  Nesbit,  the  seventh  child  of  oanuel  Franklin 

,  and  Mary  Templar  Ilisbet ,  was  born  April  5,  18oQ,  on  a  mr, 


Nisbet  .  .  „  „  ..  ,  0 

north-west  of  Highland,  Doniphan  County,  ^ansao. 


* 


The  walk  at  night  down  the  street  of  Iowa  Point  where  we  had 
moved  is  very  vivid  in  my  memory  now  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

I  remember  the  marriage  of  my  sisters,  Mary  and  Rachel.  My 
schooling  was  begun  there. 

At  Serverance ,  my  school  experience,  working  in  my  father ’s 
general  store  and  weighing  the  grain  and  assisting  shelling  corn  and 
loading  it,  then  my  first  farm. work. 


I  attended  the  first  Teacher’s  Institute  at  Troy  and  passed 
the  examination  for  a  teacher’s  certificate,  but  was  too  young  to 
teach. 

The  family  moved  to  Leona,  and  the ‘farm  required  my  services. 

I  began  the  study  of  music  and  playing  the  organ  for  which 
I  am  so  thankful  and  have  found  it  helpful  in  many  situations.  I 
attended  a  private  normal  school  at  Oregon,  Holt  County,  Missouri 
and  taught  my  first  school  at  $35.00  per  nont-h.  While  a  student  at 
the  normal,  I  became  a  Christian  and  was  baptized  by  Rev.  William  A. 
Gardner.  My  further  schooling  was  at  Highland,  Kansas  University 
parts  of  two  years.  I  taught  a  term  of  school  near  Leona,  Kansas  for 
which  I  received  $40.00  per  month. 

On  moving  to  V,rashington  County,  Kansas,  I  taught  two  years 
the  Blocker  School  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  we  lived. 

I  leased  the  land  my  sister,  Nannie,  owned  and  farmed  it  three 
years  and  in  the  fall  of  1885,  I  went  to  Drake  University,  Des  Moines 
Iowa  receiving  the  A.B.  Degree  with  the  class  of  1889. 

Returning  to  Kansas,  I  began  preaching  at  Morrow,  Washington 
County,  held  a  successful  revival  at  Stockton,  Rooks  County,  took 
pastorale  of  the  Norton  Church,  thence  to  Topeka  and  accepting  a  call 
to  Madora,  California,  in  May,  1891  returning  to  school  at  Co  the  r 
University,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  for  two  years  and  secured  my  A.K.  Degre 

Was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Painter,  a  teacher  in  Cotner  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Oscula ,  Iowa ,  October  17,  1894 (a  family  with  a  fine  record 
for  accomplishments.  Paul  is  making  a  record  and  writing.  Pinish 
it  up  and  send  it  in.  O.B.N.). 

We  came  to  Eureka,  Humboldt  County,  California,  where  we  spent 
five  busy  and  happy  years  as  pastors  of  the  Christian  Churchy  In 
addition  to  the  pastoral  duties,  I  edited  the  Redwood  Christian,  a 
weekly  religious  paper  with  a  circulation  of  1000  copies. 

Paul  Templar  was  born  October  13,  1896,  in  Eureka.  Mark  Cle¬ 
ment  was  born  at  Saratoga,  Santa  Clara  County,  California,  October  32 
1901.  Mary  Carolyn  was  born  at  Concord,  Contra  Casts  County,  August 

4,  1909,  lived  there  six  years. 

Resided  on  a  farm  near  Lodi,  California  a  number  of  years 

raising  almonds,  prunes  and  Tokay  grapes. 

Vhe n  the  war  came  on  and  men  teachers  were  needed,  I  volun¬ 
teered  and  taught  two  years  in  the  Ilealdsburg  High  School. 

Have  preached  for  a  number  of  Churches  in  the  last  y^ars; 
Acampo ,  Christian  Colony,  Willows,  Manteca ,  Merced ,  Das  Palos  and 
supplied  on  occasion.  Retired  and.  resides  in  Richmond,  Galiiorma. 
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G-6-viii  EDWARD  TEMPLER  NE5BIT,  b.  19  Oct.,  1864,  Highland, 
Donaphan  County,  Kans.  Teacher  in  public 
schools,  Minister  for  Christian  Churches  .Teacher 
in  rural  schools  of  Washington  County,  Mans,  and 
town  of  Washington,  nans,  prior  to  removal  to 
California.  Schools  attended:  Highland  Academy, 
Northwest  Normal  at  Oregon,  Holt  County,  Mo., 
Formal  School  at  Morrill,  Hans.,  Drake  Univer¬ 
sity  for  two  years ,  Berkley  Bible  Seminary  for 
three  years  graduating  in  1900.  Assistant  Mini¬ 
ster  Woodland,  Cal.,  Sept.,  1890-Sept.,  1891. 

He  m.  19  Feb.,?,  Effice  Alice  Miller,  b.  25  Nov., 
1865,  Macomb,  Macdonaugh  County,  Ill.  Dau.  of 
Isaac  and  Martha  (Berry)  Miller.  Pastor  of  the 
Calusa  Christian  Church  many  years.  Retired  1939. 
Res.  1776  Hermosa  Drive,  Temple  City,  Cal. 
Children: 

(a)  MILDRED  ALICE,  b.  15  Sept., 1893,  Colusa, 

Cal. ,  attended  Fresno  State  Teachers 
College,  California  Christian  College, 
m.  7  July, 1935  to  Lon  a.  Bobo,  Res.  404 
Rosemont  Blvd.,San  Gabriel,  Cal.  Hid 
second  marriage.  She  a  teacher  in 
Pasadena  Schools,  he  with  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance.  Children: 

(1)  JEANNE,  adopted  dau.  of  1st  m. 

(2)  VIRGINIA 

(3)  LON  Jr. 

(b)  REED  MILLER,  b.  8  Dec., 1898,  received 

K,D.  from  Stanford  Medical  College  and 
B . A.  from  Stanford  University,  attended 
University  of  Michigan.  Professor 
Urology,  Univ.  Mich.  Medical.  Interna¬ 
tionally  known  surgeon.  He  n.  7  Apr., 

1928  to  Mabel  0.  Wilkins.  Res.  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan.  Children: 

(1)  NANCY  ALICE ,  b.  22  Oct.,  1933 

(2)  MARY  TEMPLAR,  b.  22  May,  1935 

(3)  PLEBEL  ANN,  b  1  8  Dec.,  1939 


HISTORY 


OF 


HIS 


LIFE 


’  -RITTEN 


TO  ilIS  CHILDREN 


Samuel  Franklin  Nisbet,  was  born  at  Cynthiana, 
1823.  The  family  which  moved  to  Monroe  County 


My  father , 

Kentucky,  June  9,  aaao.  me  maiiJ-y  v/amu  wuvuu  ou  yww.xi.yjr. 

Mo.  in  1825.  He  went  to  school  100  days  (as  did  Abraham  Lincoln) 
in  Mo.(?).  He  left  Monroe  County  to  travel  with  two  young  men,. 
Saddler  and  Foreman,  teaching  singing  schools-.  He  met  and  married 
my  mother  in  Andrew  County,  Missouri  in  1846.  He  was  23  and  she  was 
16,  lacking  about  a  .month.  Mother’s  name  was  Mary  Templar,  the 
daughter  of  James  Templar.  Mother  was  born  at  Mount  Vernon,  Knox 
County,  Ohio.  James  Templar  was  born  in  Virginia.  .My  mother  being 
his  only  child,  he  stipulated  that  she  should  live  in  his  household 
during  his  life.  My  father  led  the  way  to  Kansas,  Doniphan  County, 
where  the  family  settled  in  1857.  By  November,  1857,  about  11  years 
from  marriage,  there  had  been  born  six  children,  four  daughters  and 


two  sons. 


The 


there  had  been  born  six  children,  fou 
two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Millie,  did  not  survive 


infancy.  Subsequently  there  were  thr^e  sons  which  concluded  the 


' 

. 

■ 


■ 


family.  Samuel  Anthony. was  the  eldest  son  who  attained  adult  life. 

I  wus  the  eighth  child,  born  October  19th,  1865,  on  the  farm  near 
Highland,  Doniphan  County,  Kansas.  Our  youngest  brother ,  Otis 
Burgess  was  born  at  Severance,  Doniphan  County,  Kansas  on  January  31, 
1871.  In  those  five  years  between. my  birth  and  the  birth  of  Otis, 
the  family  had  moved  from  the  farm,  first  to  Iowa  Joint  in  the  same 
County,  on  from  there  to  Severance.  ,  xfbout  187o  we  moved  to  a  farm  at 
Le-tna ,  the  same  County.  In  188k  the  family  'moved .  to  Jashington 
County,  Kansas.  January  1st,  1883,  I  began  teaching  at  a  rural  school 
in  northeastern  part  of  Republic  County,  Kansas,  a  three  months  term 
at  $35.00  per  month.  I  taught  the  same  school  the  next  year  for 
three  months  also,  at  $40.00  or  $45.00  P^r  month.  There  were  about 
about  60  pupils  in  that  school  ranging  from  five  or  six  years  of  age 
to  some  boys  who  v/ere  over  school  age.  I  look  back  to  those  two 
terms  as  very  happy  experiences  with  nothing  to  mar  the  pictures. 

(He  came  home  with  a  bad  case  of  seven  year  itch,  the  only  such 
infessation  to  enter  our  house  -0BN)  Youth  together ,  playing  at  long 
recesses  and  ncsn  periods.  Ho  quarrels,  no  choosing  up  sides,  foi 
we  played  "York  up"  beginning  with  the  next  one  "up".  School. opened 
with  reading  the  Bible  and  prayer..  I  do  not  remember  about  singing 
but  think  we  sang  a  Sunday  School  song.  I  remember  learning  the 
song  "Asleep  in  Jesus".  One  morning  after  making  the  fire  and  sweep¬ 
ing  'out  (maybe  dusting),  I  found  this  song  and  learned  it  by  note 
first.  It. was  my  first  consciousness  of  independent  music  reading. 

.  xTbout  this  time  I  also  .recall  how  I  discovered  I  could  hold  in  memory 
the  thoughts  and  ideas  of  others  and  think  about  them  whether  they 

wore  what  I  held  to  be  true  or  orthodox. 

I  rode  a  small  Texas  pony  which  I  .bought  from. a  drove  of  the 
same.  She  never  got  over  bucking  slightly  but  not  vigorously  enough 
to  threw  me  off  and  that  means  anyone  off.  O'/hy  omit  riding  mules?) 

I  was  no  fancy  rider  but  do  not  remember  of  falling  off  or  being 
thrown  off  a  horse  when  riding  alone.  I  distantly  recall  riding  up 
behind  mother  when  she  rode  Old  Dick,  the  Indian  pony,  then  she 
rode  to  the  railroads,  the  St.  Joe.  and  Grand  Island,  which  h-d 
gotten  out  to  Ryan’s  Station  about  half  way  from  St.  Joe  to  iroy. 
There. was  one  train,  the  work  train,  celled  the  "Mud -Cat".  ^The 
engine  was  switching  the  two  or  three  flat  cars,  the  complete  rol 
ing  stock,  no  doubr  of  the  road,  Uncle  Johnny  Puncheon,  was  the 
engineer,  Old  Dick  reared  up  when  mother  curbed  him  and  I  slid  off 
behind,  another  time  I  was  riding  behind  my  brother,  Samuel,  on 
Dick  whe n  we  were  moving  from  the  old  saw  mill  near  Iowa  Point  to 
Severance.  Then  we  got  in  sight  of  the  new  town,  we  licked  the 
pony  into  a  gallop  and  his  hind  feet  overtook  the  front  ones  and 
down  we  all  went  like  Humpty-Dumpty.  But  when  I  had  the  reins  and 
was  alone  on  the  horse,  no  animal  that  ever  wore  hair  or  had  hoofs 
could  boast  it  had  unhorsed  me,  Huh,  hah,  brrr .  Lxcept  one,  and 
that  was  a  calf  Samuel  dared  me  to  try  to  ride  from  one  gate  to 
another  and  when  I  was  opening  the  gates  of  the  correll  for  him 
drive  the  team  and  wagon  loaded  with  corn  through,  the-  calf  had 
man  to  hold  onto  as  did  Old  Dick  and  the  youngster  was  not  only 
milk  fed  but  bran-fed  and  the  bran  was  no  outside  of  the  grain 
hu^p-stuff  but  "siiorts"  and  "niddlins"  which  is  a  foreign  language 

In  September,  1885,  I  went  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  Drake 
University  where  I  mc;t  my  wife  at  a  meeting  of  "The  Alethean 
Literary  Society.  V/e  joined  the  same  evening  and  signed  the  roll 


to 

no 


together.  I 
mate  who  also 
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attracted  to  the  lost  Office 
signed  at  the  time  and  this 
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address  of 
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tion,  which  we  continued  on  our  way  "hone"  that  even ing.  I  spoke 

first  but  she.  spoke  last-  .  .  •  •  .  ’  ,  '  y  . 

v  .1  cane  to  California  in  September,  1850  from  Washington,  xuxns. 

where  I  had  taught  two  or  more  years  in  the  public  schools.  liy  call 
to  California  was  fron  Rev.  Lillian  Gardner,  pastor  of  ./ oodl^na 
Christian  Church.  This  call  cane  through  the  ministry  oi  Liss  Nettie 
L.  Gardner  who-  was  a*  sister*  of  the  ninistejr,.  She  begun  her  work  -a. 
"Hesperian  •College*'.,  Woodland,  in  September  1890.  .  ohe  also  arr^ng^n 
for  her  friend  and  fellow  teacher  at  -'Drake".,  1889-90,  kiss  ufxie 
Alice  Hiller-.,  my  fiancee,  to  be  her  assistant  teacher  of  music  in 
’’Hesperian" .  We  were  married  February  19t&,  1891  and  lived  happily 

over  afterwards  to  this  day-.  '  •  ,  ~ 

All  of  which  I  solemnly  affirm  to  be.  true  to  the  best  ol  my 

knowledge  and  belief,  all  of.  which  . I.  may  have  .said  before.  .  Thus 
begi-micth  the  seventy  fourth  year  of  my  .sojourn  having  finished 

seventy  three. 

With  best  love  to  all, 

EDWARD  TLMPIAR  NE3BIT 

Calusa ,  Gal. 

Oct.  19,  1938 

(ID  wants  to  be  remembered  as  a  bronco  buster,  a  soul  saver, 
a  sweet -singer ,  a  good  pastor,  a  leader  of  boys,  a  good  citizen,  a 
funeral  preacher  of  note,  a  friendly  -ion,  as.  incli cr.ted  by  the  eo luns 
of  nei=paper  publicity  f;i von  at  the  ti;le  .of  his  retironont  nt  Cnlus;-. , 
-California.  OBN) 


G-6-ix  OTIS  BURGBS3  NESBIT 


Bans.,  n. 
1  Jun 


oo 


j  une 


b.  31  Jan. ,1871,  Severance, 

,  1897,  Alice  A.  Vincent, 
b-..  S3  June  ,  1873,  Valparaiso  Ind.  Dau. 

Dr.  Alonzo  W.  and  Mary  (V/ood)  "Vincent.  . He 
grad,  in  Pharmacy  at  Valparaiso  University, 

M,D.  Degree  from  Bennett  Medical^College , 
Chicago,  1903.  Practiced  medicine  Valparaiso 
until  1913.  Taught  in  Pharmacy  and  Medical 
department,  Valparaiso  University.  Member  of 
Health  Departments.  In  1913  went  to  Gary , 

Indie  na  as  Director  of  Medical  Department  of 
the  Public  Schools.  Res.  444  Jackson  Street, 
Gary,  Ind.  Two  Children:  . 

'  ‘  ALLEGRA  MAKY,  b.  3  June,  1900,  2.3. n. A. 
University  of  ChicafO,  Teacher,  G..ry,Ind, 
BEATRICE  TP PITLAR,  b.  6  Dec,,  1903,  m.^ 
Alexander  Oppenhein,  b.  4  Feb.,  1-0^, 
Manchester  EnglandY  Ox-ford  Univer* 
sity,  Ph.D.  University  of  Chicago , 1930 . 
Professor  of  Mu  them  .tics,  Ra flies 
College,’  Singapore,  S.S.  Beatrice  5.S. 
■  Degree  University  of  Ch’icaro.  Has 
resided  in  Ldinburgh 


(a) 

'(b) 


. 


G-7  MELVINA  (SARAH  lM ,  b.  23  Aug.,  1829,  d.  6  Mch., 1908,  m.  Janes 
'Gibbs’,  18” ITo’vT,  1863 ,  d.  14  Sept.,  1899,  age d  82  years,  4  nos., 

2  days.  One  daughter:  • 

G_7_i  MARY,  n.  -  Powers ,  d.  12  Oct., 1887,  el  yrs.  old. 

One  child  who  died  young 

G-8  AMERICA,  b.  18  Mch., 1852,  d.  27  June,  1912,  n.  S.H.  Painter, 

d.  27  Nov., 1893,  aged  64  years,  2  months,  2  days.  Both  bur. 

Sto utsville ,  Mo.  Cemetery.  Children: 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  b.  26  Dec.,  1853,  d.  2  July, 
1854,  bur.  old  farm 


G-8-i 
G-U-ii 
G-8-iii 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  b.  24  Mar., 1857,  d.26  July, 


A  • 


G-8~iv 


1858,  bur.  old  farm 

VIRGINIA,  b.  3  Apr., 1855,  m.  15  Feb., 1872  to 
C.W.  Kennett.  Lives  at  Monroe  City,  Mo.  Says 
that  Samuel  and  Nancy  were  Baptists.  They 
lived  with  her  mother  after  Nic holes T  death. 
Children: 

(a)  MARY  ALICE,  b.  30  Mch .  ,  1873  ,•  m.  George  ■ 
Thrift,  bur.  Sto utsville,  Mo.  Four 
children  all  in  California 

(b)  SAMUEL  VALTER ,  b.  23  Sept., 1874,  never 
married .'  Lives  with  Mother ,  Monroe 
City,  Missouri 

(c)  JAMES  C.,  b . 9  Oct., 1878,  m.  Mery  Bans-- 
te.  Lives  Monroe  City,  Mo.  No  chil. 

(d)  MYRTLE  LEE,  b.27  Feb., 1882,  m.  Claude 
Watson.  Four  children  in  Monroe  City 

(e)  ESSIE  BLANCHE,  6  Apr., 1885,  n.  Frank 
May  (died).  3  children  in  Wash. ,  D.C. 

E.  OSCAR ,  b'.lO  Mch., 1059,  n.  1st  Alice  Jones, 

divorced,  End - Hutchinson,  lived  at 

Shelbina ,  Mo.  in  1930.  Dead  descendants  at 
Boliver,  Mo.',  So.  Bend,  Ind.  and  Niles,  Mich. 
SAMUEL  FRANKLIN,  b.20  Mch., 1861,  d.  1  Oct. ,1861 
bur.  old  farm 

NANCIL  E.,  b . 6  Aug.,  1861,  n.  1st  Bayless  Jones, 
died,  2nd,  Thomas  Ferrell,  lived  in  Holliday, 
Mo.,  in  1930.  Had  old  Bible 
J.  WILLIAM,  b . 20  Dec ., 1864 ,  died  in  Alberta , Can. , 

m.  Ann  Turnbough 

G-8-viii  JOHN  CHAUNC2Y,  b.~8  Apr., 1869,  d.l  Sept., 1928, 

n.  Fannie  -Jordan,  San  Barnadeno , Cal  (le30) 
G-8-ix  AMERICA  AI IN/  b.9  Sept., 1872,  d.23  AUg.,1899,  bur. 

*  ‘  Stoutsville ,Mo.  Cemetery,  m.  George  Watson 

0-9  NICHOLAS  tJ  IffiSBIT,  b.1835,  4.1862,  m.4  Sept. ,1856,  Angelina  N. 
Fields  Twife  of  Marcus  M. Lowers , former  wife  of  Nicholas  Lcs- 
bit,  b . 13  Apr. ,1835, ’d. 16  Sept . ,1862 , on  tombstone  on  old  Nes- 

bit  farm)  .  Children:  .  ^ 

G-9-i  SAMUEL, .  b  ..2  Sept. ,1857, d.l  July, 1901.  Never  marric 

G-9-ii  WILLLaM  GREENBURY,  b.24  Dec., 1859,  d.  1863 ^ 

G-9-iii  MILLIE  (I ELVINA 0  ,  b.1661,  d.22  Jan .,  1937  , Richmond 
Cal . ,m.  Wn.D. Scott, cremated  Berkley  Cemetery,  wu 
Christian  Science  practionerjat  Richmond , Gal . 
Mallie  says  Samuel  Nisbct,her  grandfather , had 
light  hair,  blue  eyes.  Nancy  Thorns  Nisbct  h^d 
black  hair,  black  eyes. 


G-8-v 

G-8-vi 

G-8-vii 


* 
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Number  Nine  January  1940 

Issued  occasionally  by 
Otis  B.  Nesbit, 

444  Jackson  Street, 

Gary,  Indiana. 


|  .  HO  \J 

INTERCESSORY  1 LAYER 

The  weary  ones  had  rest,  the  sad  had  joy 
That  day  and  wondered  ’how’c 
A  ploughman,  singing  at  his  work,  had  prayed 
TLord,  help  then  now. f 

Away  in  foreign  lands  they  wondered  fhowf 
Their  simple  word  had  power? 

At  hone,  the  Christians  two  or  three  had  net 
To  pray  an  hour: 

Yes,  we  are  always  wondering,  wondering  fhow? 

Because  we  do  not  see 
Some  one,  unknown  perhaps,  and  far  away 
On  bended  knee. 

By  Frances  Maud  Nesbitt 
Loudon,  England 
(By  permission) 

*  *  * 

Nisbetology  Number  Light  is  devoted  to  ny  own  family  largely 
and  will  not  be  sent  to  all.  ^  copy  will  be  sent  to  those 
especially  requesting  it.  The  nailing  cost  prohibits  its  general' 
circulation.  Much  of  the  material  would  not  interest  many. 

Wishing  you  a  good  New  Year, 

OTIS  B.  NLSBIT 


ALICE  GREETS  YOU 


To  those .who  nay  read  this,  I  wish  a  nappy  and  prosperous  1940. 

I  will  look  back  with  pleasure  as  I  think  of  the  last  two 
weeks  of  August,  1939,  with  Otis  and  Allerra,  seeing  and  visiting 
friends  on  a  delightful  trip  through  Ohio,  New  York,  Canada  and 
Michigan. 

iiaving  had  a  mother  and  then  a  husband  interested  in  family 
history,  I  decided  to  try  to  find  something  about  the  Vincents, 
and  hence  our  stop  at  the  County  Seat  of  Huron  County,  Ohio  and 
at  Milan,  Ohio,  ny  father  having  been  born  eleven  miles  from  this 
little  town,  now  made  famous  as  the  birthplace  of  Thomas  .Edison. 

•  f  i  •  «  .  .  «  .  .  .  .  _ 


night  at  Mentor,  Ohio,  I  would  say  the  home  of 


./e  spent  one 

antiques  as  well  as  the  birthplace  of  1  resident .Garfield . 

•The  third  afternoon  found  us  at  Niagara  Falls  w ith  the  sun 
shining  and  producing. a  beautiful  rainbow  and  enabled  Otis  to  get 
some  beautiful  movies.  We  had  dinner  at  Hamilton. 


. 


. 

. 


. 
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We  decided  to  drive  on  that  night  to  Toronto  and  marvelled 
at  the  twenty-five  niles  of  the  beautifully  lighted  Elizabethan 
highway. 

While  Otis  spent  the  morning  at  the  Connaught  Laboratories, 
Allegra  and  I  shopped  and  spent  some  hours  at  the  library  looking 
over  the  early  histories  of  Toronto.  As  I  wished  to  clear  up  a 
Vincent  family  story  that  they  once  o\med  the  land  Toronto  is 
built  on,  we  made  some  calls  at  Scarsborough  Junction  but  the 
Vincents  relatives  had  passed  on  and  the  young,  people  had  never 
heard  of  the  Vincents. 

Mrs.  J.E.  Houston  invited  us  to  her  beautiful  home  and  took 
us  to  the  Country  Club  for  dinner,  after  which  she  took  us  for  an 
enjoyable  drive  out  to  the  edge  of  the  city  to  see  where  they  are 
building  a  new  hone.  Mrs.  Houston  was  a  Humphrey.  Her  parents 
formally  lived  in  our  neighborhood.  Her  sister,  firs.  C.A.  DeLong 
lives  near  now. 

Otis  and  Allegra  bought  woolen  cloth  at  Nisbet  and  Auld , 
dealers  in  woolens ,  and  Hisbet  Tartan  ties  from  Donald  HacLean. 

Our  next  stop  was  Gananoque  and  the  beautiful  St.  Lawrence 
River  where  we  had  rooms  for  two  days  near  some  friends.  We  en¬ 
joyed  seeing  the  country  in  this  district.  Dr.  Sue  Thompson  and 
Miss  Isabelle  Jonos  and  their  mothers  were  here  and  we  enjoyed 
being  with  them.  Allegra  attended  a  luncheon  given  at  a  swanky 
hotel  by  Dr.  Sue.  Otis,  Mrs.  Jones  and  I  took  a  boat  trip  to  see 
some  of  the  Thousand  Islands.  The  weather  was  fine  and  the  trip 
very  restful  and  pleasant. 

V/e  enjoyed  the  trip  to  Ilontreal  along  the  canals  and  spent 
some  time  seeing  the  city  and  a  delightful  evening  with  Miss 
Dobson.  Was  sorry  to  have  missed  seeing  Nesbitt,  her  brother. 

The  readers  of  NISBETOLOGY  will  remember  her  mother’s,  Mrs.  Ethel 
Nesbitt  Dobson,  interesting  lectors,  Miss  Dobson  told  us  how  to 
find  her  mother  at  their  summer  home  at  Constance  Bay,  twenty-five 
miles  above  Ottawa. 


met 

her 

see 


Before  leaving  Montreal,  wc  called 
a  part  of  her  fine  family.  3he  was 
brother,  Walter  McIIabb ,  in  November 


on  Mrs.  Marian  Nesbitt  and 
in  Gary  for  a  day  visiting 
Gorry  we  did  not  got  to 


her. 

We  left  Montreal  early  for  Ottawa.  It  is  a  beautiful  drive, 
many  miles  along  the  Ottawa  River,  then  ovor  into  the  farming 
section  where  we  met  every  kind  of  horse  drawn  vehicle  and 
apparently  happy  people.  Tre  did  not  tarry  in  Ottawa  only  long 
enough  to  get  some  provisions  for  lunch  and  hastened  on. 

Arriving  at  Constance  Bay,  we  found  Mrs.  Dobson  had  left  that 


Mrs 


Dobson ’ s 


hospitable 


a  friend’s  in  Ottawa 
Ottawa  and  the  beaut i- 
ther  and  saw 


her 


morning  for  Ottawa.  V/e  were  invited  by 
friend  to  eat  our  lunch  in  her  coctare. 

V/e  were  pleased  to  find  Mrs.  Dobson  at 
and  enjoyed  her  company  and  guidance  around 
ful  Parliament  buildings,  we  had  dinner  toe 
depart  for  home. 

VJ&  retraced  our  homeward  trip  and  spent  one  night  at  Smith 
Falls,  and  the  next  night  at  Guelp,  and  on  via  P'itchno-r,  London, 
and  ovur  the  International  Bridge  at  Port  Huron  arriving 
Nesbit’s  summer  home  n^ar  Ann  Arbor  in  time;  for  dinner, 
two  days  with  thorn,  thonce  home. 

Hoping*  we  may  see  {.ill  the  readers  of  this  letter  in  the  near 
future  at  our  Gary  home,  I  remain 

Yours  sincerely, 

ALICE  HE SB IT 


at 


.  /o 


hoed 
spent 


' 
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John  Berry 
d.  177^,  Virginia 

.  - - 4 - - - * - 

Ireland  (? 

Mary  Berry  F 

b.  1748 

d.  October  -22,  1828 
bur.  Livonia,  Indiana  on 
Alexander  Martin’s  lot 


Sanuel  Ilisbet 
b;  1754  -  Scotland  (9) 
d;  1814  -  near  Cynthiana , 
Harrison  County , Kentucky 


June  1,  1818 

Sanuel  Nisbet 

b.  March  1,  1781 

d.  September  1,  1866 

bur.  Stoutsville,  Missouri' 

85  y.  5  n.  bur.  on  old  farm. 


Harrison  Co.,  Kentucky 

Nancy  li.  Thomas 
b.  February,  1795  (?) 
(1792  U.S.  Census  1850) 
d.  August  13,  1869 
76  y.  6  n. 
bur.  oh  old  farm 
dau.  John  Tlionas 


November  6,  1846, 
Sanuel  F .  Nisbet 
b.  June  9,  1823 

Harrison  County,  Kentucky 
d.  December  23,  1895 
•  Washington  County , Kansas 
bur.  Washington  County,  Kansas 


June  22,  1895, 

Otis  B.  Nesbit 
b.  January  31,  1871 
Severance ,  Kansas 
Res.  Gary,  Indiana 
Children: 

Allegra  Mary  Nesbit 
b .  June  2 ,  1900 
Beatrice  Tenplar  Nesbit 


Fillmore ,  Missouri 

Mary  Tenplar 
b.  January  18,  1831. 

Mount  Vernon,  Ohio 
d.  August  30,  1916 

Richmond,  California 
dau.  Janes  Templar  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Auld 
bur.  Richmond,.  California 


Iparaiso,  Indiana 

Alice  Vincent 
b.  June  22,  1872 

Lake  County,  Indiana 
dau.  Dr.  A.W.  Vincent  and 
Mary  (Wood)  Vincent 


Mav  5.  1930,  Chicago,  Illinois 


Beatrice  Tenplar  Nesbit 
b.  December  6,  1903 


Alexander  Oppenheim 
b.  February  4,  1902, 
-Manchester,  Lngland 


Judith  Oppenheim 
b.  August  17,  1935 
Chicago,  Illinois 


. 


ln»c*  i  ;■  r <  +  itu  , 


ri9S  G^orre‘'-crfihirIn6icrPund3tolfaboutnthe  dtathln^ruary 
Mrs-  Georr.e  ,crt  H,  0 f  Miana  Florida,  grandson  of 

26  1939,  of  Charles  1 1.  NcSDiL  oi  aiuuu,  x  x .  »  e- 

Janus  IJosbit,  who 
Nesbit *  They  are 


was  n  brother  of  her  father,  Dr.  Joseph  Allen 
nenbers  of  the  clan  from  Bourbun  County .Kentucky 


resbott^boLln  Fredericton,  How  brunlvi  ck’,  came  from  Scotland 
and  became  a  New  Brunswick  lumberman  5,0  moved  to  Saco 


_  1  *  n  1  nfi  Hnnoord  Avunu^ ,  Bolriont,  liass.  , 

■TS  5;oSsSriuS;,«;i1“i/0S"t..t1,.r,  t. »-«.« »• 

N 

end  bbcene  a  iaw  uruiiijjuu.  a’serpeant.  No  man  has 

His  father  served  m  the  b.S.  Civil  Jar,  u 

7  , ,  t)  t  --n Vi  w  if, ot  Freetown  Hass.  No  children, 

an° Assistant  Professor  Dental  Department,  Harvard  University. 

S85J  E'  ”1*' 

graduate  work  in  Zoology  at  C.U.  Berkley.  They  belong  to  the 
iiadisonvillo ,  Kentucky  family. 

£&  Lfsss  d.wirMw® 

been  unable  to  comply,  '.too  will  undertake  it-  •  .  :  ,  -• 


Cousin  Sarah  Lewis  Reel,  born  September  ^d  twonty- 

at  the  age  of  onehond, “ “California.  She 

wash  daughter  of  Aarin  Lewis  and  Reboccah  Nisbet,  was  born  m 
Fosey  County,  .Indiana,  married  Henry  neel  who  aud  n  ‘  •  Po_ 

Edith  Bonn,  a  daughter,  livos  at  t  -asu 


Mrs 


nona ,  California 

Georae  0.  Younr  ,  a  ^reut  nephew,  was  in  the  llilitary  iraining 
C'-np  at  Foit  Sheridan  last  sunner  'and  visited  ne  . over  the  Fourth 
of  July  week-end .  He  should  cone  a^ain  and  see  the  fine  rioyies 
I  f-ot  of  hin  in  his  uniform.  He  expects .  to  f raduate  fron  Okla¬ 
homa' University  next  year.  Will  specialize  in  ’’oil". 

Brother  Ld„ard  has  retired  from  active  pastorial  duties.  He  and 
Lffie,  his  faithful  helper,  give  as  their  new  address.  1776 
Hernosa  Drive,  Temple  City,  California.  They  have  jusVconpleted 
u  new  house  where  they  will  be  near  oister  ilunnie  c.nd  th^ir  ^ 
daughter ,  Mildred.  May  happiness  be  your  lot.  he  has  become 
{^reat  letter  \oriter.  Sorry  I  do  not  htiv«  space 


for  all  of 


a 

them. 


Forrest  Meek,  R.F.D.  No.  5,  Olympia,  .feshington,  writes  I  am  a 
great  grandson  of  Elizabeth  Nisbet  Iicllvaino  ana  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  nv  grandmother,  Sarah  A.  Mcllvaine  passed  away 
in°1905  in^Decatur  County,  Indiana,  where  she  moved  bo  -when  she 
was  nine  Years  of  age,  about  1831.  Great  grandfather _ (Samuel  n. 
Mcllvaine)  v/as  buried  in  northern  Decatur  County,  Indiana^  aDO a 
one  mile  fron  tho  old  home  farm.  He  named  for  his  second  vale 
Haney  Meek,  one  of  my  great  aunts  on  fatnor  s  side  al  ^ 
grandfather,  Thorns  Meek,  married  Samuel  Hcllv^ne  s  deU,-,it  r, 

Sarah . " 


,  oufiuYA  **  0,  .0>  -  -  ^  ^  *9 

/!i  .  J  *  *'  *  A  u  V 


-l-d'f 


"  1  % 
V/ell,  Forrest,  if  half  of  the  goQd  things  Mrs.  Alvin  Jones  tells 
about  are  true,  I  an  willing  to  clain  you  and  your  good  ’wife  as 
cousins,  V/lien  you  cone  back  next  summer,  vt  will  talk  it  all 
over.  Bring  all  your  papers  along. 


Mrs.  Blanche  liurtnan  writes ;  John  Nesbit,  the  patriot  of  York 
County ,  Pennsylvania,  sister  Jean  by  Harrying  Will  Ross  became  ny 

ancestor.  John  married  first,  -  Wickershan,  a  Quaker,  second, 

Mary  Cricliton,  died  1767,  tombstone  inscribed  Mary  Nisbet  and 
John’s  name  on  the  sane  stone,  John  Nisbet,  died  1801.  The  record 
of  his  marriage  is  John  Nesbitt  of  Last  Marlsborough,  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania ,  at  Old  Swedes  Church,  Wilmington,  Delaware , 
October  31,  1752,  a  rune. way  natch  between  a  Scotch  Presbyterian 
and  a  Quaker.  She  proposes  that  Nisbet  Clan  purchase  the  old 
Nesbit  hone  in  York  County.  It  stands  at  the  kitchen  door 'of  the 
old  Ross  hone.  She  has  written  thu  Freeport,  Illinois  nan  for  a 
copy  of  his  long,  pedigree  back  to  Philip  de  Nisbit  but  has  had  no 
reply.  ‘ 


William  Wade  Hinshaw,  The  Mayflower,  Washington,  D.C.,  the  former 
Opera  Singer  has  turned  a  genealogist  and  is  compiling  data  on 
the  Quakers  of  America.  Ilfs  son  represents  the  Pasadena,  Califor¬ 
nia  District  in  Congress.  I  was ^interested  in  trying  to  get  some 
dope  on  Janes  Tenpler.  They  have  not  reached  the  Ohio  Section. 


Cousin  William  and  Mrs.  Lndicott  of  Cynthianr ,  Indiana,  rounded 
out  70  years  of  married  life  together,  November  9,  1939.  •  lie  is 
90  and  she  89.  They  were  born  in  Posey  County,  Indiana.  T*  ey 


have  5  children,  9  grandchildren  and  19  great 

living. 


■randchildren 


A .  G .  Ni  sbi  t ,  C  a  nil  on  City, 
years  old  to  California, 
gone  34  days.  Never  niss 
Miss  Minerva  McMillan,  a 
Lis  former  partner’s  son 
Berkley,  he  visited  Rev . 
who  came  over  to  visit, 
ally. 

A.G.  says  his  mother 
son,  Paul  Nesbit  conducts 
near  La Vet a ,  California. 


Colorado 
They  tra 
cd  a  meal 
patient  o 
is  Dr .  Ly 
L.B.  Rill 
They  were 

V 

was  a  de 
r.  Nature 
Address : 


,  went  with  a  young  friend,  83 
veiled  4,444  miles  and  were 

At  Pasadena,  California,  met 
f  nine  at  Valparaiso  long  ago. 
lo  Craig  of  that  city.  At 
is,  who  called  up  two  Nesbits, 
from  Ballibay,  Ireland,  form- 

s Cendant  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Ris 
Study  Carip  at  Cuchara  Camp, 

Box  283,  Walsenburg,  California 


L.  Blanche  Francis,  Rolling  Irairie,  Indiana,  a  desendant  of  Janes 
Nisbet  of  Wyoming  Valley,  Pennsylvania  fane,  invited  me  to  cone 
see  her  some  Sunday  afternoon.  Had  it  been  for  ’’noon”,  I  might 
have  accepted.  She  is  a  merchant.  Her  grandfather  cane  to 
Indiana  about  1840.- 


Rev.  John  Pratt  Nesbit. has  completed  a  history  of  the  Pratt 
family.  He  is  still  supply  pastor  to  the  Soueh  Argyle  Church, 
Greenwich,  New  York.  They  spent  this  vacation  at  Winona  Lake, 
Indiana,  where  th-^y  have  a  home.  Alice  and  I  called  and  found 
Mrs.  IMsbit  suffering  from  injuries  resulting  from  a  fall.  John 
had  not  ‘yet  arrived.  We  hoped  to  see  him  when  he  cane  but  did  not 
get  to.  He  sent  a  dollar.  Thanks.  Glad  someone  .appreciates  NIS- 
BET0L0GY. 


. . 


- 

, 

. 

TL>1  .-.fcrwo&uj*  y.  e-n*  isdion  alt  6 7fiE  .O.A  ^ 


Mrs.  Thelma  F.  Lee,  4620  Fourty-fifth  Street,  Washington,  D.C., 
had  an  article  on  Allen  Nesbit,  in  the  National  Gcnelogical 
Society  Quarterly  for  December,  1938. 


Ho tio n  Pictures  of  ITesbi ts 

Hy  film  library  new  contains  pictures  of  ny  o\/n  family,  Reed 
Nesbit  and  family  of  Ann  Arbor,  all  of  my  family  in  California, 
those  in  attendance  at  tbe  Nisbet-Lanburn  Reunion  in  1937  at 
Peru,  Indiana,  the  ITisbet-Lndico tt  Reunion  in  1939  at  Cynthiana, 
Indiana,  Cousin  Ann  McLaughlin  and  daughters  at  Henderson,  IZy.  , 
J.R.Rash  and  wife  at  Iladisonville ,  Kentucky,  Bud  Nisbet  and  wife 
Providence,  Hentucky,  William  and  Mrs.  Lndicott  and  Iran  Blase' 
at  Cynthiana,  Indiana,  Zulu,  Leon,  Mary,  George  and  John  Young, 
Norman  and  Robert  Swinney  and  family.  They  are  a.  good-looking 
Clan.  Come  see  them.  The  pictures  are  fine. 


George  L,  Nesbitt,  Traverse  City,  Michigan,  General  Hardware.  He 
ana  his  parents  born  in  Michigan.  His  grandfather  came  from  Ire¬ 
land  . 


Mrs...  Mary  Nisbet,  96,  mother  of  Mrs.  Ruby  Loffoon,  died  December 
4,  1938,  at  th«-  home  of  her  grandson,  Ldwin  Ferguson  in  Central 
City,  Kentucky.  She  was  e  native  of  Christian  County,  Hentucky; 
was  survived  by  five  daughters:  Mrs.  Laffoon,  Mrs.  Hattie  Fergu¬ 
son,  Burlington,  Kentucky,  Mrs.  Athalia  Shell,  Graham,  Hentucky, 
Mrs.  Jessie  Hoffman,  Frankfort,  Kentucky ,  Mrs.  Richard  Grant, 
Oswego,  Now  York.  Her  husband  and  son  are  dead. 


Ldward  Nisbet,  78,  died  September,  1939,  at  Evansville,  Indiana, 
son  late  Watkins  F.  Nisbet.  He  belonged  to  the  Mndisonville 
family.  Leaves  Ann  L. ,  wife,  a  sister,  Mrs.  Hopson  Hole nun, 
Frankfort,  Kentucky,  and  several  nieces  and  nephews.  He  was  in 
the  Old  National  Bank.  . 


If  you  see  a  California  auto  license  No.  5N10,  STOP  IIIM2  It’s 
Mark  Nesbit  of  Redlands.  He  has  had  the  same  number  for  7  years. 


Reed  M.  Nesbit,  H.D.  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  he  s  had  a  full  year 
attending  and  reading  papers  before  surgical  societies.  He  is 
loved  by  his  pupils  and  patients.  He  is  regarded  as  a  £ reat 
teacher  and  surgeon. 

Mabel  Ann  arrived  at  their  home  on  December  8,  1939. 


Nesbi t  Clan  in  Telephone  Directories 

Los  Angeles,  California  lists  14  Nesbit  and  1  Nisbet 
Detroit,  Michigan,  lists'  8  Nisbet,  3  Nesbit,  15  Nesbitt 
Chicago,  Illinois  lists  7  Nisbet,  3  Nisbett,  8  Nesbit,  20  Nesbitt 
Toronto,  Canada,  lists  40  Nesbitt,  B  Nisbet,  1  Nesbeth 
Boston  Mass.,  lists  12 


Mrs.  Mary  D.A.  Field  of  The  Plains,  Virginia,  who  very  thoroughly 
searched  Virginia  Records  for  mo,  writes  that  Mr.  Field  died  and 
she  is  managing  the  estate  at  Fieldnont.  Her  home  was  Lexington.- 
She  misses  not  being  able  to  have  time  for  research  which  she 
loves.  You  may  be  sure  I  will  see  you  and  confer  on  Nisbet— Berry 
history. 
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